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| CHAPTI. 
A Preparative Enquiry into the Nature of Human - 
Eccleſiaſtical Societies, in general. : 


AN being. a Sociable. Creature, according to the 
Obſervation of the Philoſopher , and Common 
Experience ; That Human Societies ought to excell 
Herdsand flocks of Cattel, is moſt reaſonable to 

| conclude. For, a Multitude is one thing, and a Soci- 

ety another ; and differ as'much as a Common, anda Common- 

wealth, Yet,as ſuch is the ſagacity and ſubtilty of ſome Animals as 

that witty Philoſophers have had enough to do to diſtinguiſh the 

ſupream aRs of ſome Beaſts from the reaſonable ations of Men ; 

ſo have ſome acute. Obſervers of the nature and order of certain 

Animals in community,diſcovered ſo much Decor«m and perfeRi- 

on that they have entitled meerly ſenfitive Creatures co the dig- ? 

nity of Human Societies : and do eſpy a ſemblance of Monarchy 4 

in the Regiment of Bees, and Popular Government in that of _ 

Ants.” But the definitionwhich ZBodi» gives of a Commonwealth, Bodinus de . 


doth ſufficiently puta difference between them, which: is this. Rep. 1b.  ' 
| 1210: gy? ; * Lg ng int, Reſpus!s- 
ca efl Familiarum yerumqz interipſas communium ſumns poreftate ac ratione moderats 
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ACommonwealth is a multitude of Families andCommonMatter 

adminiſtred by a Supream-Power and -Reaſon-:. For what ever we 
tay jads, there is in ſome brutiſh Communities a Supream Com- 
= .. and that is founded on Senſe and naturdl-Inſtint: And 
in Human Societies there is, and of neceſſity muſt be,.a Supream 
Authority founded on Reaſon and Natural Inſtin&, For as Com. 
mon Senſe proceedeth from Natural Inſtin& given to Beaſts ;' ſo 
Reaſon proceedeth from, or is the Natural Infttint in Man : The 
cupream act in Man being termed Reaſon, and the higheſt in 
Beaſts, Senſe. Though I confeſs the matter remains very difficult 
ſtill, to diſtinguiſh clearly the one from the other , . not in a defi- 


nition (for that is eaſie enough to frame) but in the exerciſe of” 


Ads, whether they belong to, or may be comprehended in the 
definition of Reaſon or no ?: Let others train their Wits to thar 
purpoſe ; our preſent Subje& calls us another way, And in the 
firtt place to note freely the prety, pitiful, and fine preſumptions 
of divers enquirers into the grounds and occafions. of Human So. 
cietiesz which becaufe,forfooth, taken-frons Reaſon at firſt, ſome 
Men have imapined that Natural Inſtin& in Man was not princi. 
pal in the Conſtitution of Commonweatths;' 'Some therefore have- 
wittily(at leaſt as they ſuppoſe) faid, That-neceſlity was the cauſe 
why men combined together in one :: Neceſlity of heat drove 
divers ftragling. Men'to' the fame fire ;i and meeting there; they 
rook up, ſeveral Difconrſes and Counſels for their- common Wel.. 
fare, Others mare ſeriouſly, if notiore wiſely, are of opinion, 
That ſelf-defence and- preſervation againſt common Adverfaries. 
impelled many perſons to aſfociate together; and to eletdome 


principal Defender of their Perſons, and- Direcer of their- 
Afﬀajrs. But they conſider not, nor give any account how ſuch 


Enemies-to ſome,came firſt to-conſpire into ſuch a-powerful Soci-- 
ety, a5 to be able to offend others,” Was-this vecafioned' likewife 
from fear of others ? If ſo, 1 will demand perpetually, How-came 
thofe others fd together ?- And ar length: it mult of neceſlicy be- 
anſwered, From ſome other caufe;& that cauſe muſt be at'length, 
Natural Reaſon, Juftice, and Law-; whereby, according to Man, 
ſome were obliged to SubjeRion,as ſome had right of Dominion, 
Now what manner of Dominion that was, I leave to be inquired. 
anto,, | 

Yet: 
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Yet withal 1 canndthbt{ſmile/4; life! at the boldneſs; and; vain. 
prefumptien of fach-who paſſing over the- mot yiſible ariginal of. 
Government, and what de fa#o it firſt was, (which certainly in 
all reaſon muſt needs be the moſtmaturgl way of making out the 
truth) do betake themſelves to the uncertain mazes and labyrinths 
of human imagination, which we find tobe fwayed and bribed to 
argue and conclude according to Self-intereſt, and particular 
caſes of their own. Thus we read the Aſſettors of-the' German 
Empire to ſtrain their Reaſons tq prove the Conſtitution of tha 
Government according to the famous Golden Bull of Charles the 
Fourth, Emperor, to be moſt perfet, and natural. But Expe- 
rience ſheweth us plainly, that nothing hath divided, and conſe- 
quently weaken'd, more that once moſt potent and flouriſhing 
Nation, than thoſe Immunities an&Laws bave.; and-render'd the 
Supream Power ſo uncertain and obſcure; that *tis an hard matter 
to find where it is ſeated ; or, :if ſo.to find that to be a Monarchy, 
and not a Commonwealth, or at. leita Combination of Monar. 
chies and Commonwealths, | .: -:: ret ib 

The like courſe hath Coxrarenus taken; in his deſcription of the 
State of Yenjceg.(for that:too mult. be beld-;tb;be- moſt nacural;} 
bending his Wits to draw'the Law and courſe ;of Nature to.a 
conformity to his regſon; and his reaſon to-the condition;of that 
Commonwealth, CG goo, older 9591486557 360 
/ The fame courſe hath Bellarmine (and other, eſpecially; Jeſgiti-; 

cal” Authors 'of the Church'of Rome): dallowed in; bis-Previous; 
Controverſies tofis/Diſpurdtions of the: Power, and Regiment 
of ''the Pope, *ebnrending -hard';::.that:-rhe 'Governmens is 
' moſt Reaſonable and Chriſtian, which ſuits beſt'with the Adcty- 
al.Power of the Roman Biſhop and Clergy. And ſome have.pro- 
ceeded to that degree of admiration of that Form, that ibey havg 
yenturedito affirm, : Thix Chriſt ted' nor,done. wilelyg if-be had 
not ordained and diſpoſed matters-juſt-as they now-ljand among 
them, 'And are not thereto be found amongſt us; who have deli- 
-vered the very ſame expreſiions- in behalf of the Prefs 
bytery'? * k 32% ; lay T 

And chis eying.of . inſtances rather :than- following the clue, of 
his qw1-moſt ratianal Wit was that which cauſed the Philoſopher 
 eAifotle ito: be fo incontiant I in bis. Politicks,;. Fr 
2 when 


So. 4 > 4.4 


7 
? 
i 


PASEO HAM 60-0 "IDS TAI A a es 
COLI R 


Fad VASES 224A tres outs no eo = 
— - 
_ 


| | (4) 
when he handled the caſe abſtraQly,he judged excellently of the 


erue nature of Government, and the moſt natural Government. 
But then, having before his eyes what great offence he muit ne- 
ceſſarily give to his Country of Greece, which abounded with 
ſeveral Polities of a ſtrange nature, he found it requiſite to 
ſtrain his Leather to their Lalis, Eſpecially conſidering, that if 
thoſe Nations, who were for Wit and Learning, the moſt emi- 
nent of a]lthe World, ſhould diſrel;jſh his Schemes {as in all pro- 
bability they would, as they diſagreed from their plat-forms) it 
might prove an incurable prejudice to his Works. For, as it is 
ſeen in Religion, it happens in Civil Polities too, that the more 
it is with acurteneſs and ſubcilty penetrated, and diſcuſſed,the more 
corrupt and degenerate it is inthe uſe and praQtice, 

For that there is a Govermment of Divine appointment, as 
well in Secular as Religious Societies, is not to be much doubted 
of; and that all i» ſp*cie cannor be ſuch, is evident from.che va- 


| riety and conrrariety of them - For the voice of God is either that 


innate direction, and natural, and indeliberate eleQion and in- 
clination to which Men by a tacite- univerſal conſent do tend, and 
plainly is to one kind of Political Government only, and not in- 
differently to any, as by inftances may be given from all people, 
whoſe fir!t Governors were always Monarchz[-without exception. 
For that aftera State hath for a long time been founded and felted, 
Men out of ſeveral regards and motives ſet their Wits on work, 
and changed the ſame, not to that Form which realy. was bett 
but beſt pleaſed them, cannot prejudice thetitle-ic bath co be Di. 
vine and Natural : for as much as we ſee thatgothing is ſo natu- 
ral or indiſputably divine, but it may be, and hath been altered, 
and thwarted by the-bold and mnquiet Wits of Men , and no 
where are- fuch alterations oftner to be found than where. Wit 
and Learning moſt flouriſh ; for from an opinion-theſe breed 
in men,are they tempted'to deſpiſe the ſimplicity, and dire& path 
of Natural reaſon to ſeek more fine and curious ways of admini- 
ftring the common Interett, Or, the voice of God is that Scrip- 
tural word' of God which gives neither precedent nor rule,nor 
precept for above one Government in either of the Polities, 
Some ſuppoſe to'moderate and compound the matter by af. 
firming, that Government in general is of Divine Inſtitution bur 


God 
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God hath lefe it to the hberty of Men to make choice of one Spe” 
cies or kind of Government, according as it ſhall ſute beſt with 
the Genius and Humours of the people to be governed. But a- 
Sainſt this I have more to object than may be proper for this oc- 
caſion, 1 ſhall therefore demand firſt, By what Rules of Reaſon, 
or Philoſophy ſuch Men proceed ? for, hitherto in other things it 
was never heard of that God ſhould Pace create or ordain a 
thing in the Genus or Species , and ſo that the /»4v14yum under 
them ſhould cake its being and ſubſiR ; when as, what ever Being 
is in the Genus or Kind is owing to the Particular ſubſiſting by ir 
ſelf. For more plainneſs : Can we ſay, that God firſt made a livpg 
Creature in general, andfrom thence ſprang Man and Beaſt ? or 
an Horſe, and Socrates ? Did he not rather ficſt of all create this 
Man in particular, and ſo Human Nature had its original ſpeciti- 
cal; and firſt create this Individual Bea, and ſo from thence that 
nature of Animals take its denomination and being. And thus was 
it in the Inſtitution of Governments, God cannot rationally nor 
truly be ſaid to make Government in general, or ordain it, and 
not firſt inſtitute ſome one particular Government, from whence 
OT” mighe be termed Divine, and the Species it ſelf 

uch. | : | 

| Conſider we farther, how more than ridiculous it were that 
Divine Inſtitution ſhould be of ſuch immenſe extent and capaci- 
ty, as that ic were impoſſible for the boldeſt and wildeſt wit of 
Man to invent ſuch a form as ſhould not be divine? Which mult 
of necelſlity follow, or the quite contrary, that no Government 
is of divine appointment 7». /pecie ; both which are equally and 
utterly falſeand abſurd. The former, in that ic. makes Divine 
Right like the fabulous fition of Poets concerning Vitory be- 
tween two Armies engaging, hanging in the. Air, and hovering 
over mens heads, until the main (iroke be ſtruck, and Men have 
voted eſpecially for one ſort, of. Government, and then forth- 
with down Gomes Divine Right amain, and lighting on-it makes 


, it undoubtedly Divine. And to. hofd that no Government is of 
Divine Original, is to. deſtroy all. Right of Rule, and,as ſome 


enemies to Mankind have with impudence and upidity (even 


' while they ſeek nothing ſo-much as to appear tranſcendent) pro- 


portionably to reduce all kinds and aRual poſſeſſion of Empire = 
no w 
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*the baſe principle of Beaſts, irength and force; and his it is, a3 well 


in Jatlice as AR, who can catch it, Such a Philcſopher indeed as this | 


(and, as Reaſon and Religion nov goes, ſuch an one 15 no {mall fool 
amongſt us) deſerves to have the edge of his acute \vit turned againſt 
him, and to be diſputed with, as Men are wont#o do yvith his fellow 
beaſts}deſicuQive to Mankind, with a Kennel of hounds, ſpears, and 
Raffs. . ED 

But I returns todemand further, Whether that Charter is extant, 
to whom it properly and by divine intention pertains, that. Men may 
choſe what Goyernment they pleaſe ? That which God would have 


is fufficiently made known unto us from the nature and form of that 


which by his ſpecial Providence firſt, and only appeared for hun- 
dreds of years in the World, Thoſe which ſucceeded and excluded 
- thePcimitive, were the effe& of paſſions principally : But no ſooner 
had Luft, Tatereft, ang Error cauſed men to introcuce their own de- 
vices, but inflantly Nature and Scripture were drayn to aſſert and 


ſuſtain them;;' as Baftards left-in diflreſs'and helpleſs, are put to ho- . 


neſt Women to Nurſe and bring up, | 
_. I knoy very well, and readily grant thatall ſorts of Govzrnments 
have ſcm21yhat Divine in them ; + but this they-have not! as ſeveral 
ſorts, nor as ſuch Forms, but in reſpe& of the matter they are con- 
cerned in, ihich principallyis that truly: Divine Lay, Juſtice ; 
which as to the matter of it, may as really,'though not ſo regularly, 
be adminiſtred in one kind, as another, - Tp 
Bur he that would faithfully and ſucceſſively ſettle his judgment in 
the true and genuine kind of Government, whether Eccleſiaftical or 
Civil, oughtnot to proceed inthatlong, tedious, and moſt uncertain 
way of Mens minds and Intereſts,” of enguiring, which of all ſees 
moſt reaſonable, moſt equal, moſt holy, and beneficial to the ends 
of all Rule, and conclude that to be ſo, which ſeems to their undet- 
fRanding, to be blefſed moſt plentifully with theſe; but muſt impar- 
tially and ſincerely enquire after-the Fa# immediately ; which 6f 


* all theſchave the fiireſt and (cleareſt proofs of being ge fas inſtitu- - 


tuted of God, For, a quits/contrary method 'may be obſerved-in 
tie Will and Laws cf Men; and of God : | Man choſeth and de- 
ctees a thing becauſe it is{ g50d and laudzble; but on the con- 
trary , «becauſe God wills-and 'oriaivs 4 thing , therefore- ii 
£00] of neceffity;” according* as Gerfox hath exceHzntly obſerved, 

k Deus 


| (7) 
Deus non idev vult res cd extra fiert quia bone ſunt, quemadmodum Gerion de 
moverur humana voluntas ix objettions bon, vel veri vel apparent is, Conlolatione 
Eft & c:ntra patins,quod ideo res ad extra bons ſunt, quia Deus walt i -— RR 
eas tales ofſe : 1deoque 6 vellex eas wel mon eſſe, vel alitereſſe, id qua= © 
gue jam bonum eſſer,,&c, Thus he. . For inſtance, We all, or moſily 
agree, that the Parts of Man's body ate placed moſt aptly for uſe and 
ſervice of the whole, ahd Inoſt ny for. ornament placed in 
the ſame, Yet ſuppoſing that it had been the will of God to havg ſet 
the Noſe of Man bebind him, his Eyes in his Breſt, bis Ears on the 
Crown of his Head, and his Mouth-on the Navel of his Belly, with- 
out diſpute this had been the moſt wiſe, beautiful, and uſeful ordec.. 
In like manner, had it ſeemed good'to God to caſt Civil and Church- 
Govertmetſt into any: other ſhape, form, or condition than aQually 
he hath, it were not to be queſtion'd but it would be moſt perfe& and 
excellent, Frotn all which (ending. this Chapter) I infer theſe 
Concluſions as certain and: pious ; + wa "HE 


- Firſt, That both Politics have i Goyernmenteſpecially Divine. 


Secondly, I conclude; That Government ſo Divine is not to be- 
altered under ſpecious pretexts, and Human ratiocinations and pre- 
fumptions offering themſelyey, that another fort yould ferve the 
ends of Community better - For the fault may be, and moſt com- 
monly is, in the knottineſs and croſs-grainneſs of the, piece of Wood, 
anJ not inthe Tool, or Artificer, And more reaſovable it is divers 
times, the People ſhould be changed, than their Las or Govern- 
ment ;*though the contrary: 1s commonly ſeen, that when they of- 
fend in untraRableneſs, 'they-caft 6ff the accuſation from them- 
ſelves, by chaſtiſing the avs, controverting Titles, and quarel- 
ing at the imperfe&tions- and inconveniences of that Government: 
they live under, as not good enough for them, 
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CHAP. II. 


A Second General Preparation to the determining the 
Queſtion, by removing vulgar miſtakes concerning 
Tyranny, Antichriſtiaziſm, Chriſtian Liberty, Ex. 
treams, and Moderation. 


T is too plainly ſeen, that words, which at firſt were inſtituted 
to ſerve Man's underitanding, and guide it into the knowledg of 
thivgs, do command, pervert, and hurry it into many miſtakes and 
errors: Or perhaps, to ſpeak more properly, the vulgar uſe corrup- 


ting them cauſeth this miſchief.” And hence it is that an opprobrious 


name maliciouſly or ignorantly given, and commonly applied is a- 
bundantly ſufficient to captivate ordinary Minds into an evil opinion 
of things undeſervedly. Call therefore a Government Tyrannical, 
Antichriſtian, Extream, Immoderate,and againſt Chriſtian Liberty; 
this with the Common ſort, proves ſuch a Government ought not to 
be endured, though it be not all proved that ſuch terms properly 
belong to it, nor indeed ſuch perſons who are ſo liberal of their ill 
language know well what they ſay, or whereof they affirm, Let us 
endeavour then to come very. briefly to a true notion of ſome of 


_ them. 


Concerning Tyranny then, a-grand and current miſtake there is 
that itis properly a Species or kind of Government ; which is true 
indeed if it be taken in the Ancienteſt, not Modern ſenſe, * for the 
ſame with Monarchy,or the Government of One, And thus in truth 


divers have of late taken it, ſuppoſing that Monarchy and Tyranny 
ae theſame ; and that the Rule of One abſolutely muſt of neceſſity 


be Tyranny, which is altogether es true as the other extreme they 
fall into, viz. That all Government by many is a Government of 


. Liberty. A»sfotle when he ſaid, That Monarchy eafily degenerates 


into Tyrazny, did _notſay or mean that it was ſo in its own nature : 
Neither, did he ſay Pelycratie did nct, nor could: fall intothe ſame. 
For he that vill be at the ſmall pains to weigh the, matter ſincerely, 
ſhall eaſily perceive that Tyranny is no Government of it ſelf, buc 
the corruption of Government, And Liberty is no more —_—_ 

Ariſta 
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eAriffceracie, or ſuch like Government, Conſtituted of many 
Rulers, than to Mexarchy , 8nd that dreadful thing, called Arbi- 
trary Power, is altogether as incident to the Rule of Many ; as 
when One alone has the Supream Power : Nay, there muſt of 
neceſſity be an Arbitrary Power, and Actually is, in all Common- 
wealths, as hath been Irrefragably Demonſtrated by others alrea- Anarchie of 
dy, who are not of the Clergy, who are often Cenſured, for mixed no-. 
driving matters of this nature too high, For it is impoſſible any narchy- 
Commonwealth ſhould ſubſiſt, or continue without a Supream 
Abſolute Power, and where ever this is, chere is that we call 
Arbicrary Power, Many People indeed, obſerving the evils of this, 
have ſo Framed their Government, and Conſtitured Governours 
as to prevent the ſame; and have alltnoſt infinitely multiplyed 
Governors, and InſpeRors over Govetnors, and Check over 
Check, but could never find ſucceſs anſwerable ;- the laſt Reme- 
die of all therefore againſt Courts, Princes, and GreateRt-Coun- 
Cills, have been to entitle che People in Groſs, to take account 
of ſuch Irregularities : but ſuch a remedy, asic could never ſo þ,,,,,,,,... 
much as take place, for,as much as never did, or can the People rem non om-. 
concurr Univerſally to ſuch Ends,but the Afajor,or more Aﬀtive, nem ceram 
and: buſie part--carried the name of all, which commonly is a py 
_ piece of as preat. injuſtice, and injury, asany they woul cure/* : cob 

by ſuch jealous Vigilancy : and if it could be done, Were not ,;;icatis com- 
this as Arbitrary a Proceeding, as the very Firſtof all? - | munione Jo | 

There is therefore, and muſt be inall Government an Abſo- 2tzmeſſe arrer- 
jute, and Arbitrary Power. Now, that, when this' Supremeſt ow: 4; 
Power is veſted in One, it muſt preſently be called a Tyrainie;;,; #.- -10; 
| "EL « pu 

when in many,Liberty,is a miſerable cheat of the Common-people-g1;gftinum' | 
by ambitious, and diſcontented perſons, ſeeking the 'adyance. 4: Civitare D4... 
mene of themſelves, by the Oppreſlion of others, For, as the Lib.2.cap.2is 
Apoſtle in another Caſe bath it, Thow art inexcuſable, O man, — 
whoſe ever thow art that. juageſt » for wherein thou juageſt enather, 
thou tondtmneſt thy ſelf, for thow that judgeſt, oft the ſame things. 
So that if it-be unjuſt for One who is Supream,to do ſuch a thing 
- towards ſuch as are Subje& co him, ic is unjuſt for Many ſoto do; 
and if it be Tyrannical for Him, itis Tyrannical in Many, even 
in'uJenate 2 For, what is Tyrannie, but an exceſlive uſe, or 
excerciſe of Poryer, contrary tothe =_ of Reaſon; and _ : 

13 0 
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So that Tyrannie, doth not conſiſt in the abundance of Power, 
but in the abuſe : as other Moral Vices, donot conſiſt in full 
power to offend, but in the ill uſe of ſuch Power, For,as Drunk- 
enneſs conſiſteth not in having plenty of Wine, nor Gluttonie 
in having choice and command of rich and various Fare (and fo 
in other things), but in taking too liberally, and inordinately of 
them : So Tyrannie is not the uncontrol/ableneſs of Power in 
One Perſon or more, but the unreaſonable and immoderate 
uſe according to Power. For he indeed is a Tyrant that thus 
carries himſetf, and that Council is Tyrannical,. yea, that 
People is Tyrannical, which contrary to the: Law of Reaſon 
Invadeth, and Mutilateth the Rights of Dominion belonging to 
their Governours, which may be their Property as juſtly, and 
reaſonably ,as anyGoods,orPoſleſiions belonging to Subje&ts,may 
be ſo termed,in reſpe& of them. A thing, which if it were imparti- 
ally, and conſcionably conſidered, me-thinks People would be 
more modeſt,than to think all thoſe Privileges;andLiberties(they 
can,by flattery,craft, or taking advantage of neceſſities into which 
their Governours may be brought, gaig ro themſelves) lawful 
-#poil , or indeed, though at firſt tight they may appear ſo, pro. 
citable for themſelves: For ſuppofe we, that a-people ftudious of 
Liberty, fhould' not only procurea Law that they ſhould be free . 
'from aſl contribations to common :good but ' what voluntarily 
vi © 7750 ' they ſhould pleaſe to give; bur likewiſe, by ſuch a Law, that 
Fete” they ſhould never be compelled (which we vulgarly, and cor- 


"Tad »-4 z, ruptly call, Preffed;) tothe 'Warrs, -this ſarely would ſeema 


| &r)pareo: v6- glovious Liberty, and benefit to the:common ſort, but really - 
= p55 Tiderra would- in ſhort time- prove the ruine of the whole. There is 
ies 79 £2200,07 ©” fuch an Immunity claimed by the Commons of the Confederate 


I't xat mavroTt 


wG5 159! Netherlands, which hath endangered; and certainly, had nor the 


#'] gaerey Governours found out ſome prettie tricks to elude it; had una- 
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} ax #4 4 voidably brought thoſe Cemmonwealthsto nothing.: +St.. Auftin 
Sore x04" in his Book of the City of God, tellsus, That Scipio in: Twhie calls 

550% 7. anunjuſt King a Tyrant;andiunjuſt Nobles,Governing,aFa@ion', 
< oof and ſpeaking of the exceſsof Popular Government, to that, faith- 
+} Hutarch.. De he, Nomen non reperit,wif Kt etiam _— Tyrannum vecaren.6. - 
Fi wo Numn#. He could find no name for:them, but Tyrants alſo's Neither 
f SPfal-94420+ have. ſuch: juſt excuſe, 'becauſe>perhaps they. have a pes on 
| } | * their 
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their ſide, For the Law it ſelf, may-have been'extorted, and, 

if freely Enacted, yet unjuſt init ſelf, as that we [aſt men- 

tioned ; and that Law of which the P/almift ſpeaketh, framing 

miſchief, and that Law, which many vehemently -plead for in 

Church-Diſcipline, as that wherein-conſiſteth (as they fondly,and 

falſly imagine, or perhaps would ſeem to believerather )Chriſti- 

an Liberty, Thatevery man ſhould do as he pleaſes, in things ſo 

Indifferent that they are not underany Precept or Prohibition 

of Gods Word: For this-would inevitably produce differences; 

and differences, in ſuch inconſiderable matters, will infallibly pro- 

ceed to Animoſities and Diviſions in greater matters, and there 

terminate in the overthrow of all Diſcipline, or Government : 

I ay, All Diſcipline.) Now there is a Diſcipline which Mr, Fez4 

held to be athird Efential part of a true Church, if we believe Cartwright in 

Mr. Cartwright, relating his opinion or his own : Which is, SecondReply 

That matters of Diſcipline, and kind of Government, are not?* _ *R 

to be diftinguiſhed from matters neceſſary to Salvation and Faith : ; L . -y I Fas 

So that however they ſeem to be of this deſtructive Opinion * þ 

(and indeed, they often and plainly affirm ſo much) yet they be 

no longer of it, than till ſuch time as the Power be in their own 

hands : . juſt as the Miller ſtops the courſe of the Waters, not 

that he is abſolutely againſt_Rivers,what ever he may ſeem to be, 

but till he ſhall find it neceſſary for his own Grift, Now.\to re-. 

turn tothe Application of what we have ſaid, concerning Tyran- 

ny, which our Church-Government is commonly, and boldly: 

charged with by SeRaries, and particularly, in their: Synodical 

Letters to Tranſmarine Churches, They may. jearn at Length, 

that no Government in its Nature.is Tyrannical, but the evilAd- 

miniſtration of any Government makes atiy ſo, though 'Demo- 

cratical, For it is not-neceſlary; that che. Perſian, T arkiſs, or. 

T arariay Government ſhould be Tyrannical,more than That of 

Venice, or of the United Provinces. For theſe have as Abſalute 

and Arbjtrary Dominion as they; *Tis true; theſe have. more. 

Moderate and Favourable Laws of Ruling than:They : Burwho! 

ſhall conſtrain, them to abſerve 'them, it ithey- pleaſe; to . break 

them ? The People ?- So.inay the People bring thoſe Barbarous 

Kings to more equal dealing, ifthey can, as; well as the other. 

If cherefore, Many in Authority, plicther: Civil or — 
| "H ® 


os et re rerrennn 


nuts — | 
as wy . "4 £# (0 
——T———— PROS . - . : >a 


ne —_—_— 4 


_——_— 
————— ———— —  — = " ns 2 it er RE PIER C————— 
þ ” 


(12) | 
do the ſame things, and have as much Power as One ; the Ty- 
ranny of this differs from the Tyranhy of them, ju'i as much as a 
pound of Lead doth from a pound of Feathers ; which is no ſmall 
matter with vulgar Judges. Therefore, uttil Reformers of Go- 
vernments deny the power to themſelves which they deny to 
others, and the exerciſe thereof, let them accuſtom their mouths 
ro more ingenuous and fincere language, and either forbear to 
traduce others with that ignominious term, or begin to hallow it 


ll] -0 ud Typay- by their PR and praQtice. For 'tis but changing the ſingu- 
li|| yog 73 davrs Jar into t 
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I Barnes 73 the good of them they govern: Wherein he is followed by Saint Baſs, 


e plural number, and Ariforlr's deſcription of a I'y- 
rant will ſuit as well with States and Claſſes, as with King and Bi. 


ſhops: wiz. The T rants ſeck their own goed , but Princes ſeek 


Tor agyout-" as is be, by 1fidere Pelwſioter, But let us proceed to what follows, 
þ | * Ariftot. : : : 
Fehic. lib. 1.6. 10. Baſil, M. in Princip. Prov. 1fido, Peluſiot. lib. 3. Epi. 194. © lib. 4+ 
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Next in order,nature,and abuſe,is infamous Extremity, immo- 
derateneſs, or want of moderation, in managing Controverſies, 
and compoſingand curing Diviſions and Differences : For,whoſo 
ſhall go under ſuch imputations of the Vulgar ſhall have enough 
to anſwer for, though no more be objected againſt him. Let 
us ſee therefore what is Moderation , and conſequently Extremi. 
ties, according to vulgar acception, After thismanner then, Mo- 
deration is the ſame in effe& with che art of cleaving of Billets,. 

' cutting or chopping a thing in the middle, and dividing the live- 
Child into two equal parts between the unjuſt pretender, and 
the true Mother, without any due conſideration of the cauſe ir 


tf . Felf, in juſtice, but the peace of different Parties. For as P}x- 
| Plutarch.1n . , ch obſerveth, lets dar9uaey dren7ly x; padaey, Efuy ire phreop 


wa Pefar. pools. with Fools and Knaves there is no ſuch thing #44 the Mean, 
as to the Thing, Butif Men be extreamly diftant from, or op- 
poſite to a thing or perfon,theni-preſently do they accuſe the ſame 
of Extreams,not confidering rhat ir is in the power of anyMan to 
declare 8 denominatea thing extream,by his only a& ofextream- 
ly departing from ir, as eafily as it is in his power by turnin 
himſelf about, to cauſe a thing to ſand to the left or right _ 
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If then to reconcile Matters and come to a Mediocrity,we ſhall 
thipk it fit toclap into the middle, and give one of the Diſſenters 
one part, and another, the other ; we ſhall quickly diſpatch and 
deſtroy all Vertue, all Religion, and all Juſtice, in pretending 
fairly, and intending fonlly to conſerve them, But Truth, as 
Platarchhath wiſely noted,is to be ſought out Aa aperis © Jie The Plutarch. d; 
dreyria; narias, 5.e, for Vertue's ſake, not for the extream vice : Adulatore. 
Unleſs therefore Men ſhall firft agree upona rule and ſtandard to 
meaſure opinions and ations, and accufations, beſides what is 
famed or defamed for Extream, it is in vainand fooliſh to talk of 
Moderation or extream, For,bad our Anceſtors held only to that 
kind of trial, and accommodating differences either in State or 
Church ; we had bad neither Juſtice, nor Relipion, to Krive or 
contend about at preſent ; or,at leaſt, that far from the true, For 
firſt, Fudajſm may be ſaid to be a Mean between Xaheometiſm and 
Chriftianiſm; Popery a Mean between Fudaſmand Socinianiſm: 
Again, the Reformation a Mean between Papiſm and Socimianiſm ; 
and the Engliſh Reformation, a Mean between Popery and Pivrita- 
»i/m: And,if we muſt be forced to farther Moderation ſtill, 7» 
dependency will be found a Mean between Presbyteriſm and Epiſco- 
pal Government,as Presbyteriſmis a Mean between Epiſcopacy and 
Endependency ; and Independency a Mean between Presbytery and 
eTnabaptiſm, and Anabaptiſma Mean between Independency and 
Daakeriſm , and ſoon, till the wit of Man ſhall beable to in- 
vent no-more Extreams ; which whether that will ever be,l know 
not. Now would I demand, (if it were lawful) Which of all theſe 
is truly eligible for the Mean ſake ? and when that ſhall be pitched 
on and choſen, Upon what.account and ground ? Muſt it not 
be rather becauſe of ſome ſpecial Vertue proper to it as coming 
neerer to-that we conſtitute and propound to our ſelves, as a cer- 
tain Rule and Principle, than for that it ſtands between two Ex- 
rreams, which is common alſo to that Religion which we reje& ? 
For *tis evident by Antiquity, that by the fair face of Mediocrity 
the Arians under Conftantins the Emperor proſpered to: the 
couſenage of the ſimpler, and overthrow of the wiſer Catholicks. 
But how well Hilary thought of this method of Pacitication and n 
quieting ſtirs in the Church, theſe his words to Conſtantine plainly I IM contra | 
teſtifie, Her ille pater tuns knmanarum mortinm decuit, _ nant. 
ne 
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Pe contumacia, jugnlare fine gladio, perſeqhti font infamia, ediy 
fine ſuſpicione, mentirs fn intelligentia, profiters fine fide, blanairs 
ſine bonitate, agere quod velis, nec manifeſtare que velts, i, e. This 
your Father, the mortal Enemy to man,taught you, to Conquer 
without Fierceneſs, to Stab without a Sword, to make Profeſlion 
and yet have no Faith,to flatter without goodneſs,to obtain your 
will, and yet not to diſcover your will. Thus he, And this cer- 
tainly and generally do they, who contend for Moderation, af. 
ter ſo many,and great Inſtances, as may already. be given of their. 
condeſcenſions and conceſſions;from = (till boldly and afreſh 
more Moderation is exaRed, as if nothing had been done to ſeek 
their Peace and good Opinion ; whoſe immodeſty and immode. 
rateneſs will not ſuffer them to reſt, ſo long as they have any + 
hope left them to obtain their Ends, under the ſpecious pretext 
of Moderation : For if what, and as often as,they demand, be 
granted; upon that account, they-muſt of neceſlity, in time(and 
cthat-not long) exhauſt and quite deftroy them inſenſibly : If 
they be not gratified inthis,ſo tair and Popular requeſt , then will 
they ſhrewdly endanger their Reputation and Intereſt, by bring- 
ing them under the Odium and Infamy with the Multitude, for 
Perſons in Excreams, and who will yield. nothing for Peace and 
Unitie's ſake; But formy own particular, 1 had rather be Rob- 
bed than Cheated ; and ſuffer the ſame loſs by open violence and 
aggreſſions, than by fair frauds; by which 1 muſt believe at the 
ſame time I am dealt Friendly, and Equally with. . 

It being then in the Power of any ſingle Perſon,and much 
more of a FaQion, to make a Church, or,more truly, to denomi- 
nate it,Extream and Immoderate, when ever they pleaſe to run 
far enough fromit, by their roving Inventions and Innovations ; 
When will there be any reſt, or ſtability from ſuch accuſers ; if 


. ſuch a Church ſball py be obliged by the Sacred Bonds of 


Charity, Unity, and Peace,to leave its ground and follow them, 
at leſt in part, and to relinquiſh its Poſſeſſion and Right, leſt 
by the foreſaid Engine of ſhew and pretence of Moderation, it 
be. turned: out of doors? Surely, God muſt be truſted in ſuch 
Caſes, if there were no other reaſon (as there are many. and 
weighty) beſides the neceſſity of diſcouraging ſuch Attempts, 
which would never be-wanting, when ſuch ſucceſs is hoped for, 
upon ſuch general and weak, though plauſible, Pleas. © Is 


z (15) 
Ftjs wont tobe ſaid, that all this may be true, for it is not fic 
all Pretenders and Opinions ſhould be Tolerated, or yielded to; 
but this makes nothing againſt the Sober, Godly, and Conſcien- 
cious Party, who can do ſomewhat, in order to a Reconciliation, 
and keep cloſe to the Rule of the Scripture, 

I do obſerve, that the beſt Arms (even ſuch men have to pre- 

 vaile with), are, very frequent and on. 4 raiſes ofthemſelves,and 
profuſe ſelf-commendation, which hath had wonderful great ſuc. 
ceſs : For if you demand an Argument, and ſome competent 
Proof that they are ſo Conſciencious, or how poſſibly they can 
be ſaid to be ſo, who have been ſo enormous in Sins of a Party, 
and not Perſonal Sins; you ſhall find ſhameful tergiverſation, 
or more ſhameful Juſtification of ſuch Praciſes,as, in our eſti- 
mation no Sober, Honeſt, or truly Conſciencious man can be ſub- 
jeR to, and much leſs defend. <_ 

Andas touching the great Regard, pretended to be had to the 
Word of God, we ſee no cauſe to take them at their Word, or 
thatthey ſhould meaſure,and judge their own Laſt,It isa tror.ger 
and more reaſonable Proof, that they. have not the Scriptures 
on their ſide, than any they can bring that they have, That all 
indifferent ſtanders by, give itagainſt them : I mean, the Tradi- 
:tion-and Practiſe of the beſt and ancientef Churches. 

Neither will the DoQrine of Chriſtian Liberty reljeve theſe , 
if better underſtood, than vulgarly it is. For, not to make a ſet 
Diſpute of that Subject at preſent, two general Errors may be 
noted which have evil Influence upon men : Firſt, That Chrittian 
Liberty is only Negative, being completed ina freedom from 

 Judaical Servitude,or Bondage under Aoſes his Law , or not. do- 
' "Irg what was indifpenſably Impoſed by that Law, on that Peo- 
ple: and not in any thing'/Poſitive, or a Licence.to at more. than 
: it was free or Lawful for them.. Though 1 do-not; find that. it 
' was by. Moſer bis Law,made utterly Unlawful, for,tchat, People 
to At any thing, beſides what was Commanded expreſſely. by it, 
It is plain, that in proceſs, of time. they did cqntrive. many thwgs 
Extrinſecally related to the:Worſhip of God;. ,;Neither are.ſuch 
their Ordinances any where reprehended in Scripture; but ſuch 
are often, which are contrary to cheir Law, or jujle purthe orders 
| of God, and his precepts. ;. and theſe are the- places}; brought ſo 
I-11! D ; i againit 
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againſt Human Inventions fubſervient to God's command , very 
ignorantly, or peeviſhly, But however, Liberty of Chriſtians ex- 
rendeth'as well to the Aﬀirmative « Negative part , that is,to do 
thole things which are not prohibited any ways by God's Word, 
as well as not to do thoſe things which the Jews were bound to 
do. Hence it follows, that, were it ſo, that the Zew;i Church was 
ryed.up ſo ſtricly(which 1 do not believe) thac it could not a& 
any thing circumſtantiating the ſervice of God but what was di- 
re&ly required, yetEvangelicalLiberty,being as well of a far more 
ample as noble condition , doth permit ſuch chings, contrary 
to the ſuperRition of late Paſtors. 
| Another Miſtake is concerning the proper ſeat or ſubje& of 
Evangelical Liberty. For,divers there are that ſuppoſe that ſuch 
Liberty we now treat of (for I know there are divers other ſorts 
of far more excellent nature, but not concerning us atpreſent) 
belongeth immediately and enticely,toeach ſingle good Chriſtian; 
which isfar from truth and ſobriety to conceive : For Chriſt gave 
this Donative primarily and immediately to his Church and the 
Adminiſtrators thereof ; that they,according to Chrili's Charter, 
ſhould have liberty to inſtitute, abrogate,order,and diſpoſe mat- 
rers, ſuch Rites and Obſervances as ſhall ſeem to them moſt con. 
ducible to the Faith and Worſhip of God under the Goſpel, yer 
with ſuch limitations both for number and nature, that none be 
introduced contrary to the tenor thereof, or Analogy of Faith, 
or tend to the burying of any integral part or praGiſe thereof 
under ſuch rubbiſh ; yer are not preſently all private Chriftians 
allowed to preſide over their Superiors, to the deter- 
mining what is of evil conſequence, and what not, againſt pub. 
lick judgment : For Inftance, To have power to determine the 
eating of Fleſh on Friday or not, is undoubtedly a Liberty E- 
yangelical ; but *tis not immediately poſited in every particular 
Chriſtian, but the Church Repreſentative ; and private perſons 
have no liberty but as it is diſpenſed by publick Authority, 
When I call this a Liberty Evangelical, I mean not as too many 
do, asif ſuch an indifferency mult properly belong to Chriſtians; 
for it doth not : For Infidels and Heathen-bave that liberty as 
fully as Chrift*s Church, and they in Authority amongſt them 
may as well grant or deny this Liberty as Chriſtians; and as | 
qQUEItt-= | 
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queſtion but ſuch as are ſubjeR co chem ſhould offend if they per. 


verſly refuſed ro comply with their Superiors orders, Does there-- 


fore, think we, Chriſtian Religion and Liberty exempt us from 
that kind of obedience which is naturally due? For my part, that 
I hold a double obligation, rather of Chriſtians ro ſubmit; and 
chatI can rather pitty, than belp ſuch as are of the contrary Opi- 
nion , isall that I ſhall fay at this time: Yet we ſee that too 
common among us, which Ca/z;# himſelf endeavoured to ſcoff 


men out of, in theſe Words, Viaeas guoſdam quibus ſua libertas "0F""OEY 


on videtar confiftereynſt per eſum carnium die Vencris in tjus poſſe ſſi 
onem venerint, 1,e, You may ſee ſome who ſuppoſe their Liberty 
cannot hold, unleſs they take Poſſeſſion of it, by eating Fleſh on 
Fridays. To conclude then, It is directly repugnant to Chriftian 
Liberty todeny, the Church hath power to appoint the uſe, or 
diſ.uſe of things Indifferent , and 'tis abſolutly inconſiRent with 
Evangelical Piety,and the power of Godlineſs( which conſiſt much 
in denying our own Wills and Appetices) to glory how eaſily 
we Contemn ſuch Lawful Orders, ES 
i had choughtro have ſaid ſomewhat, againſt the bold Charge 
of Antichriſtianiſm laid ro our Church , and a reaſon, why men 
that cannot Rule us muſt not obey it: But I perceive the Feavour 
of our late Reformers-to be ſomewhat abated; and like men 
newly come out of Calentures, they begin to come to their ſen- 
ſes, to ſee they were monſrouſly out, though not ſo much to 
their Reaſon, as to make ſatisfaction for ſuch Phrantick Miſcarria- 
ves by a ſober retractation,and diſabuſing of Men, (as in Conſci- 

ence they are boune) from that, and ſuch like Extravagancies, 
But for Peaceeſake, and to prevent a Schiſm, we ought to con- 
deſcend to our Brethren, who (co uſe their own Phraſe, which 
they belt know what it mears) can come up to us in many things. 
But what means this great and ſuddain Cl:ange in theſe men ? 
Are not they the very ſame, who formerly made it Crimiral, yea 
Capital to Preach Peace,and propound Reconciliation? Yes ſure, 
but Times, not Manners are altered. Surely ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary is at the bottom of all this. They A& not according to 
Nature, but outward neceſſity : and ſuch a Peace is not worth 
the having, which can never be held any longer, than men ſhall 
be able ro break it, or work their ends by Infinuations and fair 
F Promiſes, 
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Promiſes ; open force failing them, Like as it-is feeni with an 
impure Aſſailant of Virginity, the party being Reſcued by an ex- 
rraordinary Providence out of his wicked Hands, he turns to 
her again, and tempts her to his Luſt by promiſes of Marriage ; 
but having obtained his ends, deſpiſes, whom he hath undone: 
Oras the Lyon and the mans Daughter , in the Apologue: The 
Lyon ſought the Fathers conſent for his Daughter : Yery willing- 
ly, ſaid the man, upon condition that you will ſuffer your Claws 
to be pared cloſe, and yonr Teeth taken out, let you hurt my 
, tender Daughter : The Lyons extream love cauſed himto;do ſo; 
and then demainding his Spouſe, was not only denied her, bur, 
not being able to help himſelf, was knock*t *oth* head for his 
kind Condeſcentions. When the Church of Zxgland hath ſpoil- 
ed it ſelf of its proper and natural Guards, then will the fair 
Diſcipline be monſtrouſly kind to it - and the event every man 
fees. But what at length do they intend by their #nigmatical 
ſpeech of Coming upto us > Will they Renounce one branch 
of their Covenant? Will they for ever lay aſide one of the Cords 
of their Whip with ſix ſtrings ? I have ſeriouſly asked and urged 
| ſome of them, and could not get any laſting Conceffion, any 
longer than they ſhall be enabled to exat the whole : And 
do we admire they ſhould,unti{ that time, ſeem at leaſt ſatisfied 
with part? Let them name one thing, that for. Peace-fake for 
thefe Hundred years, they would give tous more than we had 
before; Bur very many Relaxations have been make already,and 
are we awhit the nearer ? Or is it not then time to-make a ſtop 
of Diſpenſations; when the Difpenſation for a time ſhall be 
alledged againſt the Law, and Canon it ſelf? And it is no.kind- 
,nefs at all (in their opinions) that ſuch Mitigations and Conni. 
,vance have been ; but Extremity, Tyranny, Injuſtice, Unchari. 
tableneſs, to reſtore the Priſtine force and vigour to Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws. Upon theſe and the like Conſiderations, I conclude with 
Cic. Philip 7: Txllie tO Antonie, Queris quare pacem nolo> Duia tmrpis ; Quin 
pericnloſa, Quiarſſe non yoteſt, Would ye know,why Iwill have 
' no peace ? Becaule it is diſhoneſt, becauſe it is dangerous, and 
becauſe it cannot be, Tt muſt needs be diſhoneſt and diſhonou- 
rable, becauſe of the conditions required, For they having ex- 
treamly ſeparated themſelves from us,and ſtanding at thac —_ 


\ 
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firmly , .do.caſt the odious termes of Extreams, upon them they 
bave ſo left; and call their dragging us to them, their coming 
home tous; andtheir pulling us down to their pleaſures, their 
coming .up to us. - And.that it is dangerous, appears from mani- 
fold Tenets, interpreted clearly againſt their own temporizing 
Gloſles , by their apparently wicked attempts and practiſes: And 
if there were no more then preſent ambiguous, and two-hand!l'd 7,6,corher's 
Phraſes whereby they CharaRerize themſelves, and diſtin- Intereſt of 
Suifh themſelves from others, they are much to be ſuſpeRted. £ng/au9. pag. 
For we often do hear .them Magnifying their Capacities: and Ge- 24+ P38+ 57: 
nius's, as that they are Free-born SubjeRts, they are a free 
ſpirited People , a free- born People , and ſuch - like :- which as 
they are ſpecial pieces of flatteries to make the common ſort proud 
of themſelves, ſo truly, we.cannot thraugbly underſtand what 
they ſignify ; but this we know, ſuch Phraſes change like water, 
in Weather-glaſſes: If it be a fair and clear time with. us, than 
do they fall down.low, to a.very tolerable ſenſe ; ' but if fowl and 
troubleſome, then do they riſe to a higher Meaning a great deal, 
and Actions ſuitable. And what poſſibility of Reconciliation 
and Peace durabley is to be expeted from thoſe men, whom 
nothing truly. will. content leſs, than their. entire-Diſcipline ? 
but if .they accept leſs forthe preſent, they take it, onlyas men 
do debts hard to begot in, in,part of payment, until chey ſhall 
be able to recoverall, Hear what the above mentioned Pretend- 
ed. Moderator faith, and you will begin to ſee, what great hopes, 
or advantage-may be had of them. | | | 
T he Pablick State of theſe Differences is ſuch, that the Prelatiſks John Corber's 
mayy and ought to deſcend to the Prechyterians in the p"opoſed Mo- __ yy 
derate Way ; but the Presbyterians cannot come up to the Prelatiſts - 
in the hight of their Way. For the Prelatifts Condeſcention, ftands 
only in the omiſſion of certain things, Which ſeem to them laudable; 
but the Subjeftion of the Pregbyterians. flanas, iy Subſcribing, and 
Conforming to curtain things, Which ſeem to them ar ear lg 
Thus he. But, according zo what Rule does it appear, which 1s 
here,weakly -and childiſhly taken for granted, that the Prelatifts 
(-as-this Jack-fraw miſcalls thoſe of the Churchof Explana) 
are ſo high? Let.it.be ſhewed,; what,is the-Mean.chey have ſo 


far exceeded ; and what Laws of Chprch-Government they 
| D 2 have, 
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have, or do Tranfcend? If they make their Interpretations of 
Scripture, the Law , their Models, the Rule , their Diſcipline, 
the Mean, we ought to compare, . examine and judge our ſelves 
by , we mult confeſs we are out ; weare in the Excream,we are 
very high : but who could be ſo bold beſides theſe men, to cx- 
peR ſuch a fond and abſurd conceſſion? And who ſo (tupid among 
us, to yield, to that moſt Ridiculous way of Tryal ? when We 
being the only Legal Viſible Church of this Nation, as to out- 
ward Conſtitutions, in all equal Mens reaſon have a Right to 
jadge them; and rather Condemn them of Extream, on the 
contrary fide, to which, we neither can, nor ought to deſcend, 
Bur it will be ſaid, The Reformed Churches abroad may dire& us. 
Yeare to know, and conſider, That there is not One Reformed 
Church that We can hear of, that (were it their Caſe, as it is 
- yours) would thus tugg, and - ſtand out againſt us: as Mr, D- 
rel hath amply ſhewed, Again, Our Church hath no ſuch 
Obligations, to receive the Sentence of All the Reformed 
Churches put together ; as you have, to ſubmit to Ours, as be- 
ing generally Educated in, and under the ſame, And Thirdly, 
I Appeal to all the World, , What an unwiſe, and ungodly Cha- 
rity it would be-in us, ſo to condeſcend to your Pitch, and 
conceptions'of Church-Government,and Orders for the gaining 
of a very uncertain Peace with you, and thereby put our ſelves 
out of a poſfibility, of having any Communion, or Peace with 
almoſt infinite Churches abroad; who will receive into Com- 
munion and Fe/lowſhip,. none that want fuch things, as you re. 
quire us to lay 'away, for love of you, I ſpeak not ſo much of 
the Romiſh Church, as Greek and Eaftern Churches , with whom 
to hold Communion and Peace, by retaining ſuch Contticutions 
and Orders as we now enjoy, is ten times more deſirable, and 
Charitable, than for your 'ſakes to part with them, And we 
are aſſured, under your devices, we ſha{l never obtain it. 
Furthermore, whence hath this Author, That they of the Church 
hold thoſe things only Laudable, wherein it differeth from 
Seftaries? And that it is not as unlawful according to our 
Conſciences to omitt them, as it is with their Conſciences to do 
them?We do not(*tis true Jhold them to have any MoralGood in 
ahem, of themſelves, 'and therefore we call 'them Indifferent, 
bY © OA = .And 
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And the Presbyterians do not affirm they have any Moral Evil, 
and therefore grant they may be obſerved, There muſt there- 
fore be ſomething more in the wind than Conſcience, on theſe 
Mens parts, which detain them-: For as. much as neither they, 
nor any manelſe, can pretend an Offence of Conſcience, where 
there 15 neither real, nor apparent Evil : but tis a contradiction 
that any thing ſhould ſo much as appear to be Evil, or Sinful, 
while it appears Indifferent, Therefore according to the 
Presbyterians own Tenets, they may come up to us; for it can 
only be pretended to be againſt their Conſciences, And if they - 
Alledg any Canſe, why that, which in it ſelf is not Evil,nor againſt 
their Conſcience, may be, and is, upon another account, which 
*cis eafe to gueſs at; I will anſwer, That, juſt ſo it is with th 
Church of England: Many —_ which being not abſolutely, 
and in themſelves good, or neceſlary, and ſo conſequently may 
be omitted with a ſafe Conſcience ; for certain adventitiousad- 
vantages, and Exteriour Accounts, no whit inferiour to thoſe 
of the other ſide, they cannot with a good Conſcience be Abo. 
liſhed, or Omitted, And thus we ſee the Vanities and Miſtakes 
in alledging Fxtremities, Moderation, Tyranny, and tender 
Conſcience, in theſe Caſes. is 


CHA P.. II. 
A General determination of the Queſtion according to 


Reaſon. 


Hat all Fa&ions, Parties, Perſons, or Religions are _notto be 
Tolerared, or granted T:iberty ; Ithinkall agree. It will. 
be nec:ſſary then in the Firſt place,to lay down certain Dillinti» 
ons, ſerving to juige of the reaſonableneſs of ſuch Inhibition 
towards ſome, rather than others. And they may concern either | 
the Perſons or the Religion, or laſtly, the kind of Tolerations 
or Reſtraint, themſelves. :3J 82] Does 23 Bt 
Perſons: pleading; for-Liberty . of Religion are Firft, —_ 
; ach. 
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ſuck as are of themſelves altogether Free from any Civil, or 
Moral Subje&ion from us, of tach as by Birth and Education 
being incorporated into the ſame Body, and Polity, are, and 
ought-to be, ſubordinate unto the Head thereof, 

Secondly the Rehgion Infiſted on, and Pleaded for, is either 
Repugnant co the light and prime Principles of Nature and human 
Society, or Conſiſtent with the ſame. AS 

Thirdly, þecauſe all Reſtraint Moral, ſuch as is Diſſwaſion, 
Refutation, Excluſion from the Society .of others, is by the 
conceſſion of all Parties inſufficient to ſuppreſsa growing Evil, 
oftentimes; and therefore outward Civil Mults, and Puniſh. 
ments are in ſuch-Caſe,to be Inflited ; the diverſity of ſuch Pu. 

KSiſhment is tobe conſidered. For according to the Civil Law, 
Puniſhment are either Corporal,or Non-corporal. And Corpo- 
ral, ave either Capital, or Not-Capital, Puniſhment Not-Cor. 
poral is that, which divefts a man of any Profits, Emoluments, 
or Dignities. Corporal,and Not-Capital,is that,which is Inflited 
on a mans Body, without taking away the Life, Capital, is that 
which deſtroyes Life, According to theſe therefore, it may be 
anſwered to the main Querie: 

Firſt, That it is not only Lawful and Reaſonable to allow a 
Toleration to Perſons in Co-ordination to us, and nor depending 
upon us; But it is very unjuſt,and unnatural to attempt by Force, 

= . . to reduce them to cur way of wobly + God: For ſuch kind of 
=: Force,or Violence,cannot be offered, but by Civil Power aſſum- 


#15 (5 naturalts —_ a 
poreftatis en,ed ; and Civil Power ought never to be exerciſed, but by Law- 


ricuiq; quodful Authority : and they, whom we ſuppoſe to be of diſtin&t 


putaverit cole- Societies and Regiments, can have no Legal right to Invade, or 
© Hneas = = Uſurp upon one another. And this being againſt Jultice {which 
+ mg Relz. Alwaies is to be preferred before the beſt Religion) it would be 
gio, Sed neca contradiQion to advance and build Religion upon the Ruines of 
Religionis ef that which 'Founds all Religion: as Tertallian excellently 


cogere Religio- argues, 
nem,que { = 5 
te ſuſcipi debet : non enim cim © hoftia animo Jibenti ſuſcipi expoftalentur. Tertullianus Ad 


$capulam, Ca» 2, Vide Thomam 22. que IO, ATHE.' 8. 
And if this holds good in Perſons Co-ordinate, ſo far that it is 


moſt unjuſt for Either, to impoſe upon 'Other their Faith, or 
Worſhip 
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Worthip: it can ſcarce be expreſſed, the horrible Crime and- 
Unjuſtice of them, who being as Legally Subordinate and Sub=- 
je& as tis poſſible for People to be, take the confidence to Arme, 
to the end, they may reduce their Prince, and Pattors to the Rule 
of their Conſciences : And having oppreſſed both, though fail- 
ing in their Main defign, the Scene changed, to exceed them- 
ſeves in Immodeſtie, and demand that benefit, they would no 
wayes grant others, whom they had no right at all to deny, up- 
on reaſons infinitely Inferiour to them, they awhile ſince rejected. 
In theſe ſhameful ſtraits, they ſay with one of their late Politicj- ; 
ans, The Presbyterian Party in England, never engaged under « Corbet's In- 
leſs eAnthority, than That of both Howſes of Parliament. Good __ of Enge 
Sir, clear up, and ſpeak out, Did they do well, or not, in fo *** PE 577 
Engaging, even with both Houſes on their fide ? If they did 
well, then did we very ill, to Oppoſe and Refiſt , Then were all 
your Enemies Rebells, the King himſelf not excepted : Then 
why do you not Preach Repentance to us, as we do to you? Then 
will you, then may you, nay, then ought you to do ſo again, as 
we proſeſs we are bound todo, and alwayes did in our greateſt 
Perſecutions : And are you not well to be look*d to,think you # 


. But your Cal(eis till worſe :; For it will never be granted, what 


is here ſuppoſed, viz, That thoſe Two Houfes were Houſes of 
Parliament, but a Conventicle of Private Men, after the Expul. 
fion of that Part of the Lords-Houfe which have been proved 
to be no leſs Effential to a Parliament than the remaining States, 
had they remained with the Prerbyterians : but *tis apparent, not 
the Major Part continued wich them, but manifeſted againſt them : 
But eſpecially, the Kings Authority withdrawn from them, they 
like Sampſon the Nazarite being ſhaven, became as other men, and 
the Spirit of Power, and all Legal Authority departed from them, 
Or if after all thefe Rnines and Delapidations, they muſt ſtill be 
called Houſes; in what doth Presbyrerian excel the following 
FaRtions, who had thoſe things, they called Two Houſes too, 
and with no more prejudices? 
But my Author proceeds, and indeed ſpeaksplainly, 7 have ,,. :,.- 


. read (faith he), 7 hat the Parliament of England,is of 4 Twofe/d 


capacity, Firſt, Repreſenting the People, as Subjefts ; and ſe,that 
it can do nothing, but manifeſttheir Grievances, and Petition for = 
ar. 
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lef. Secondly, By the Conftitutiongt kath part in the Soveraignty; 
and ſo it bath part in the Legiſlative Power, and in the final judg- 
ment, . You hoop read, You may have read, and that from your 
own party, infinite paſſages of Sedition, and Treaſon: But had 
you ſo little Wit and Loyalty, pretending ſo much to both, as 
to Pabliſh and approve it,and to juſtifie wickedPractiſes by as bad 
Principle:?But they are inthe Faction ſtill, and though like Water 
in a ſpunge or clout ſcarce diſcernible, when let alone, being. 
preſſed a little, out they come, -But mult he that ſpeaks Treaſon, 
ſpeak Nonſenſe and Impoſſibilities too ? For, *cis not poſlible 
that the ſame perſons ſhould conſiſt of ſuch a Contraditory Ca- 
pacity, as that of the SubjeRt and Soveraign, But I return : 

It is worſe than Barbarous to Attach, or Oppreſs any People, 
meerly upon account of Religion, not repugnant to the Lighe 
of Nature, as I ſhall ſhew by and by : For otheriviſe, Religion, 
whoſe chief End is co Conſerve Mankind, in Peace and Julitice, 
would turn the Earth upſide, down, and fill the World with in- 
ceſſant Combuſtions,and Maſlacres. For it will be as reaſonable 
that the 7»fd:/,and 1ndiars ſhould Invade the Chriſtian upon that 
ſcore, as the Chriſtian Him, And then where will ſuch Depre- 

Tom. 22. dations end ? | : 
Qn4i. 10. Again, a8 Thomas hath obſerved,Religion being a Free Thing, 
Art: 8. there is no Reaſon 7»fidels ſhould be thereunto Compelled, Nay, 
Td briaceoSuns Iſidore Pelufiotes noteth well, To Force and Drag others to 
* daxery meds the true Religion, who are abſolutely at their own diſpoſal ; 
tveiferey av- Reither is, nor ſeems, Decent or Convenient. And Lattantins 
TeEuolus ye faith, Non opas vi & injuriagquia Religio cogi non poteſt, There is 
ye1474, iy-no need of Force and Injury, for aſmuch as Religion cannot be 
weeres vr Compelled, And St. Ambroſe Teſtifies truly, That Chrift ſent 
#771y Gv7ihis Apoſtles to ſow the Faith, who were not to Compel, but 
LOR Teach, nor to Exerciſe Force, or Power, but extol the Doctrine 
Ijidor.Pelufiot: of Humility, And agreable thereunto St. Hilary writes, Dems 
2: 447 py cognitionem ſui docuit potius guam exegit, God rather Taught,than 
In#it.ca. 19, Fxtorted the knowledg of himſelf. To theſe,and this effet,I mighc 

Chrittss Apo. add ſuch Fathers as oxfienr Dxillee hath colleRed; endeavour- 


folos mifit ad 
ſeminandam fidem, qui9c. Ambroſe. In Luc, Lib. 7. Pitt. ad Conflant. Foan : Duil : 
De Vero Vſu Patrum, Lib, 2. Ca. 6, 
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(25) 
ing, though: in vain, to prove thereby, that the preſent Church, 
hath fallen from the Opinions of the Auncient, becauſe they were 
againſt Compullion in point of Religion , which,with what TI have 
obſerved ſeeming to favour Liberty in Religion, is eaſily anſwer- 
ed by diſtinguiſhing of Perſons educated in, and ſubje& to a 
Church, to whom they vever granted a Licenciouſneſs of his Na- 
ture ; from ſuch as were not under any Obligation of Obedience 


and Conformity toa Society ; Oftheſe they are to be interpre- - 


ted, and not of them: For herein they followed the DoQrine 
of St. Paul who fſaies, What have 1 to do, to judge them that are 
without ? And of theſe, are the words of the Pſ/almiſt, to be 
underſtood ; - abuſed by trifling Sefaries > Thy People ſhall be 
willing in the day of thy Power, Which implies, a treeneſs of 
conſent to the Service and Faith of Chriſt under the Goſpel, in 
ſuch as firſt received the knowledge thereof, | 

Secondly, According to the Second Diſtinion,it may be ſaid, 
that there being ſome Religions not only contrary to ours, but 
even to the Light,and commonly received Law of Nature , ſuch 
ace not only, not to beadmitted into any Chriſtian Common- 


1 Cor. 5, 12, 
'F 


Pſal. 110. 13. 


wealth,  butit is Lawtul for Chriſtians, or not Chriſlians,in vindi- - 


cation of Common-Laws of Nature,even ſuch,which being once 


and lightly offered co the Conſideration of ſuch as do not ob- 


ſerve the ſame, doin a manner conſtrain Aſſent- thereunto , 
provided that Intereſt,Paſlion, and unnatural Vices, have not 
taken away that ſight, which Nature had given. For we know 
who ſaies, That the God of this World blinds the eyes of ſom: : 
and who faith, Some things men are W.llfully ignorant of, There- 
fore Actual Ignorance neither excuſes, nor exempts men from 
Puniſhment, even of ſuch, as are not in Political Authority over 
them, The reaſon whereof, is, Becauſe, however the World be 
divided into ſeveral Countries, and thoſe Countries ſub-divided 


2 Cor. 4. 4» 
Zz Pet. 3. gs 


irito ſeveral Nations and Governments, abſolute in themſelves, 


as to Political Adminiſtration; yet,are All Men of the ſame Fleſh 
and Blood, and kind, and nature, yea, Common-wealth, and 
Familie, as to certain Principles of Reaſon, and Nature, which 
are as Laws containing meninthe ſame Society; and as to the 
Deſign that God had, in placing Man upon Earth, which was to 


Ad; 17. 26. 


live at leaſt ſo Bumanely, as might continue the Work of Gods 
| E hands 
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Fands upon Earth, and the Recognition of a Superior Cauſe gf | 


them, and Power and Dominion over them, which is 4 Deity , 

comrary to which, is that moſt brutiſh and degenerous Sin of 

Atheiſm, For though «Atheiſm, be nota Religion (of which we 

now ſpeak), yet it 15 to be reduced to this Subject, as all Priva- 

tions are there to be handlcd-, where their habits are properly 

1 3y ga0aoy treated of, Now the S$toicks, (as Laertins tells us,) were wont 

"2 feor A871 to make a Two-fold Athiiſm;, Dogmatical, whereby men not 

Ait]or of &- only know no God, but would prove, There is.no God : And 

pau TOy els p, eilicat, whereby men in general having a crue, but weak, and 
' Toy Ts $1ay : - « . 

Tics 76 0:3- obſcure knowledg of God, do, asthe Apolile faith, ive as With- 

azyoutvoy- x ont God inthe world ;, as if there were no ſuch thing Exiftent, But 

Toy T« ee08vn we ſhall rather divide Atheiffs into Purely Negative,ſuch as have, 

TiK6y TE W8%« nor ever had, no knowledg of a God, and Poſitive, ſuch as 


Dio !aert:; ; L ; 
In —*nixagg have had the knowledg, and ſenſe of a De:ty , and after, are 


Epkeſ. 2. 12. fallen into ſuch open Apoſtaſie,and Defiance, that they Dogmatize 
ſuch Unnatural Opinions. Of theſe Latter, we hold it juſt and 
reaſonable, that where they live mixt with other People who-do 
revere a Deity, they ſhould be put to Death, after ſerious and 
plain Propoſal made of their Abominable Errors; without any 
laborious,or Learned coneroverting the Point, And this affirm- 

Perkins Ca- eth Perkins, before me, in theſe Words, As for thoſe that are 
fes of Conſci- commonly called Atheiſts, which deny that there 3s a God, they are 

ence. Li%. 2:4, be puniſhed with Deaths as not worthy to live in hnman Society , 

Pr and the greateſt Torment, that can be deviſed by the Wit of Man, us 
foo edfr them : For, if they be holden for Traytors to an Earthly 
Prince, aud are moſt deſervedly adjudged to Death, &c, But! 

ſuppoſe, a greater reaſon. than this, is, The certain DettruRtion 
which ſuch Embrutiz'd men do bring to human Society it ſelf : 
which, whoever is a dire& and profeſſed Enemy unto, may be 
put to Death, as lawtully as Wolfs, Lyons, and Tygers. And 
yet, not at thepleaſure, or Power'of every one that meets them, 
as wild Beaſts may, becauſe Judgment againit che moſt open 
Malefators condemned by the Law, mult not be executed, but 
by Sentence, and Commiſlion from the Supream Power, For to 
make good one part of Juſtice, we muſt not deſtroy another ; 
nor ſecure Gods Ordinance in one Point, by endangering it in 
another, Burt it is Gods Ordinance, that the Supream _ 
ou 
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(27) 
ſhould be reſpeRedand obeyed; and it is ſcarce poſſible,that any 
Common-wealth ſhould be of any long continuance, where pri- 
vate Perſons take on them to aiminilter or execute Juſtice, upon 
their own preſumptions And if. it be, as the wit of ſome Atheiſts 
ſead them to conceive, that Religion is' oaly a trick of Policy; 
to keep men in order, and obedience to their Superiours, and 
that they do confeſs, that it is neceſſary to keep together a Civil 
Society; do they deſerve any thing leſs than Death, who ſhall 
treacherouſly diſcover, and endeavour to Null ſuch a Myſtery 
of State, without which, Human Society cannot be maintain'd ? _ 
And ſurely, if Chry/oſtom*s zeal carried him ſo far, as to adviſe AMatthaus 
any one that met a Blaſphemer. of God, or his Worſhip, to ſmice VVeſtmona- 
him preſently on the Face , yea, though he were ſure to be had fierienlis. pag- 
before the Judg for ſo doing : it is more reaſonable to bait A-"*** 
theiſts and Perſecute them, the Supream Autority not gainſaying, 
E ſcobar tells us the Practice of Spais, to be againit Blaſphemers, 
That for a Light Blaſphemy, he only abjures it : Tet the Puniſhment 
auth anſwer the Sin, v.,g. 1f they Blaſpheme out of: [uddain eAngery 
or ſome other Paſſion, they are Condemned to the Gallies : or elſe 
ſtanding bare Foot, and bare Head, girt with a Cord, aud holding 
a Light Torch in their Right hand, they fana in ſome Feftival day s 
the Church, and the Service being ended, they receive their Sentence 
with the reſt of their Penances, i.e. Faſtings, Prayers, and Pecuni- 
arie Mulfts, And where Authority is Defective and Remils, in 
this ſo horrible Provocation, It is obſerved by many dreadful In- 
ſtances, how God himſelf taketh Vengeance : as,amonglt others, 
Matthew of Weſtminſter tells us How, in the year of Grace 
501, Olympns a molt Mad Fellow, while bathing,he Blaſ. 
phemed the Holy Trinity, that he was conſumed with a 
Fiery Thunder-boltfalling on him from Heaven, Thus he. And 
that, not only Corporal, buteven Capitz! Puniſhment is due to 
ſuch an one, doth from hence appear ; becauſe a man being of a 
Religion which aſſerts the Dizty under ſuch and ſuch Forms, or 
Notions , the Profeſſed diſhonouring thereof, implies a ſelf ** SS 
Condemnation , and with all ſuch an unnatural humour of impi.? ge =p 
ety, Which leads him againſt al] Religions , and buman Pras nem Maimoni- 
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(28) 
Seven Precepts of Noah, and extended fo to all men, that the 
1ſr aelites were Oy emogmny. 6" _ _ corny of them to 
ſlay by War, and remove them from human SGciety. 

Zertul, 4pot, Again, it were (I ſuppoſe) Layful for any Prince, or Per- 
cap. 8. .A*- ſon to compel any Peoplethat ſhould Worſhip their God,or gods 
gu8.Civis.Dei hy the Sacrifice of Mankind : And yet we read how far this De- 
= _" "agg py. viliſh Superſtition prevailed over the World, as may appear from 
ED, 5. ca, Tertullian, «Auſtin, ne on woman" ag Ludovicus Vives, 

** Ludovic. Grotias,and others. Ina Word, Learned Bogin tells us, Tha: 
- 7 - 96 | uy never any People, of Nation, who imagined not, that 
deCiv. Dei. Hu- hy, Gods might be pacitied with human Sacrifices , ſuch as the 

ot 5 Peruvians,and Brafilians at this day uie: And,thart the C anaanites 
<3 ir ancientIdays Accuſtomed themſelves to ſuch Sacrifices, Offe- 
Bod. DeRepub. ing their Sons and Daughters unto Molech, that Fiery Idol; the 
on Won egy ern edge pr eg heebeby 
*. — EIUGe y e V E—EY . 

J -# a ſuppoſe, to extenuate the foul Apoſtaſres of their Predeceſſors ; 
PC.L 106; ». and that Children were not kill'd, and burnt, but drawn only 
37, 38, 39+ through _ —_— _ _ - Lg wn - - Seqpqeman » 
Jerem. 7- 31+ Mr, Se/den hath obſerved out or them, Dvut that AZo/ech was the 

Selden 9! {ne with Satary , and the Phenicians offered to him ſuch inhu- 
— 4 gook 7 man Human Sacrifices, Porphyrie witneſſeth ; which agrees per- 

> porphyr. fetly, with the Practice of the Carrhaginians, who themſelves, 
T'sp3"AToXi5 together with their Superſtitious Abominations, deſcended from 
lib. 2. the Phexicians, For that the Carthaginians uſed to Offer ſuch 
: Sacrifices ; Plutarch, not only aſſurech us, but tells us who, and 
,Ov 795740) pon what occaſion, cauſed that Cuſtom. to ceaſe, For Gelon, 

_—_— King of Syracsſe, having Conquered them, would not make 
Tos Snopes Peace with them, unleſs, they would firſt give over Sa- 
3 $ 7370 Tis crificing their Children to Satwry, Poſlibly, this -unna- 
ourOnzous — tural Religion took its Original from the Deſign of Abraham 

grapes, "> Offering up his Son 1/aac ; which being performed amongſt the 

SET" Kob Phonici ;Sht be cauſe of miſ-underſtandingto them, as In- 

Taxyae T7 Ko Phaenicians, MIS ; : 3 

wo xaTIYor- numerable as of the Patriarchs and 1/raclites,were firſt corrupt. 

Te5,Plutarch. ly imitated by the neighbouring Heathens, and by them tranſ.. 

ms Bp®7'*95 itred and propagated into other parts : ſo thatit was notan in- 

Imitation. ; 
Again, 


ward ſuggeſtion of Nature, though very common, fo much, as | 


ge OO RON ROE Ne 


by rg ROE 2; Pa iy FF 
MAY WE AO SES. 


_—_ "6"OI0- 9 | 

Again, were it ſo, that any Nation ſhould freely admit, and 
practiſe the unnatural Sin, of Coupling with Beaſts after the 
manner o&-human Sexes ; I doubt not, but it were Laiful, and 
Laudable in any Forrein Prince,- to endeavour the aboliſhing of 
ſuch a .Cuſtom, by Force of Arms, becauſe this is againſt buf 
man Nature, by confounding the Species of Man. 

In the Laſt place, according to our diſtin&ions, we are to con- 
ſider, the kind, and condition of Puniſhment to be inflited up. 


on Offenders againſt Religion ; of which, inthe enſuing Chap. 


rers, 


CHA F. mW ' 


That the Ancients, as well Chriſtian as un-Chriſtian , 
conſtantly denied Toleration of Religions diſſonant and 
contrary. | | 


T7 is a moſt frequent and plauſible Maxim which Se#aries 
have got by theend, to ſlip their Necks from the uneafie 
Yoke of Government, and duty of Obedience incumbent on 
them, many times againſt their Wills and Intereſts, He is moſt 
a King, that rules in the Hearts of his Subjefts, and that Prince ts 
alwaies beſt ſerved, and obeyed who by gentleneſs and kindneſs, gains 
the geod Will of his People, And this, though it hath much truth, 
ſoberly underſtood and modeſtly taken , yet, as by diverſe of 
late applied, includes in it a world of Knavery and M iſchief, For 
when will that be, that a Prince ſhall win the hearts of ſuch 
diſſatisfied, and fond Perſons as theſe, but when he ſhall lay the 
Scepter ſo lightly ofer them, as not to hurtthem ;, when he ſhall 


Sive them ſo much Line, as that they may do what they pleaſe, 
when he ſhall remit, and relax the curbing and punjſhing parc of 


the Laws ſo far, as that they may be dallied with,and played with 
at pleaſure, without Cenſure 3- when they may Inrovate accor- 
ding to the Phanſies of their own Brains, and Luſts of their 
Hearts : Such a King as this is fit to Rule over a Free Spirited 


People, 
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| * (50) 
People, Free-born SubjeRs : and then ſhall he have their hearts 
when he requires nothing elfe, and can command ncthing elfe, 
But me-thinks ſuch ſhould do well,to think fometimes upon Rules 
of good SubjeRs :. and that he is a good Subje (according to 
St, Paul) who doth all things | Lawful and Honelt | without mur. 
mucing, and diſputing ; and that makes a Conſcience of limitin ? 
his Superiours in their commands, where God hath nor Limited, 
and ſhould ſpend ſome of that time, and ſhew ſome of that Piety 
which they proſefs, in regulating and aſliting their Superiours, 
by their Precepts to govern them well, in putting in Practice the 
difficult Art of obeying Well ; which Fleſh and Blood takes fo 
little content in, that nothing is more ungrateful to them, and an 
unmortified carnal Man diſcovers himſe!t in nothing more, than 
in that humoug, But this, the Learning of the wiſeſt, and com- 
mon Experience, may teach us, that, as no Society of men can 
ſabſit withour Laws, ſo no Laws without Coercion and- 
Force; and no Coercion can take place, without Puniſhment, 
For as Tllie in Bratas, and Plutarch after him ; All Commaon- 
wealths, continue, and ret upon Two Principal Coſumnes, Pu- 
niſhments and Benefits, For neither is Vertue ſo excellent and 
amiable in the eyes of all, no, nor Religion, nor Piety , as that 
men ſhould be ſo Raviſh*t with their intrinſick beauty, as to need 
no External Motives to commend them to us, and excice our 
Aﬀections; neither is there ſucha loathſome Turpitude, or emi- 
nent danger in Vice,Heteſie,or Impiety as that, no outward Diſ- 


Plato iu Gor- : 
couragments propounded, men of themſelves, muſt as neceſſarily 


£13. 
Seneca d:C'e- Flee from them, as they do from Serpents, or Mad-Dogs. 


ment, lib. 1. P/atotherefore aſligneth Two principle Ends in puniſhing Ma. 
cap. 21- *2* lefactors ; Fir, SatisfaRion for the wrong done unto the Com- 


. 


na ad iria _reſ- x ; 
picere deber. = munity, by the Offence committed, . Secondly, Prevention of 


weum quem ju like Miſcariages,by bringing a Terrout _—_— Seneca makes 
#it emendet;aut ] hree Cauſes of inflicting Puniſhment, » that the Puniſh- 
ur pen3 *Ju 64 may be amended, Secondly, or others correfted by their 
Mo reddars a. Sufferings. Thirdly, That the Evil being taken away, the Good 
ſublaris malis may be more ſafe, Somewhat, not much differing from theſe, 
ſecuriores care- doth Galen likewiſe give Three Reaſons of Punifhment, Firſt, leſt 
71 viva they ſhould miſchief the Good, Secondly, That a few being 
Galen: Qu? Chaſtiſed, others may be Reformed, Thirdly, That wicked 
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(31) 
Men proceed not too far inwickedneſs : All which, ho!d no leſs 
in a Religious Commonwealth, than Prophane, For, what ſafe. | 
ty can the ſound Sheep be in, amongſt whom the corruptand 
rotten ſhall be permitted to Walk ?. And what ſecurity can the 
Righteous and true Believer be in, ſo long as the InfeRtious 
Doctrine andExample of Heyericks and Sch;ſmaticks,which do creep 2 Tim, 2. 17. 
and eat like a Grangrene, whereby the whole Body is in great 
danger, to be diſſolved, and diſlipated. And the Apoſtle adv:ſeth x Tim. 5. 20. 
Timothy to rebuke them that ſin, before all, that others alſo may fear. 
It hath been therefore the conſtant practice of the Church of 
Chriti, for the better conſerving it ſelf in Unity, and Charity , 
Firſt, ro admoniſh and rebuke Litigious Diſſenters and Dividers , 
and, that not taking due effet, to proceed to ſuch ſevere Pu- 
-niſhment, as may render ſuch unabie to Propagate their miſchie- 
vous Tenets, And not the Church only, hath taken this neceſſa- 
ry courſe, but even Heathens have thought it neceſſary to deny a 
Liberty of Introducing nefy devices into Religion, to the diſtur- | 
bance, and Diſlettlement of Others, For YValerims Maximns - 4g Maze 
ſheweth how that certain Books being found in Reme,making * * 
againſt the Ettabliſhed —_—_— the City- Pretor,by command of 
the Senate, cauſed them to be burned, And T »llie tells us of Pro- 
zagoras Abgerites, that having wrot certain Books of dangerous 
conſequence to Religion, he was Baniſhed by the Athenians out 
of their City and Countrey, and his Books burnt in an open 
Aſſembly. And what is ſo manite?, as the ſore Perſecutions the 
Fews (ſuffered under Antiochas for their Religion ? and, How ma. 
ny and dreadiul Perſecutions Chriſtians ſuffered urider the Hea- 
then Emperors for the Faith of Chriſt? inſomuch, that it is ob- 
ſerved by Polydore Vergil, and others , that from St. Perer to Po!ydorns Ver- 
Sylefer the Firſt, there being Thirty two Biſhops of Rome, all**% 8. ca. 1, 
ſaving Seven, were artjriz'd, But when Chriſtian Religion), ar 
partly by the Invincible Fortitude of Believers,and partly by the | 
fayour of ſome Chriſtian Emperonrs became ſo Publick and Root- 
ed,and many were ſprung up from the Loyns ofChriftian-Parents, 
lo chat they never taſted of Gentiliſm, it ſeemed reaſonable to 
chat greateſt Enemy to Chriiiians, ro conſtrain none to Gentile- 
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Worſhip. For thus he writeth to one of his Governours, ' OuHivu 
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(32) Sig ' 
any of the Chriſtians ſhould be forced to our Altars, og 
Wee de Fewyi But to draw nearer, I ſhall with St, Aufine diſputing this 
Tetam. profero againlt (reſconins, wave the Inſtances which may be brought out 
exempla quam- of the Old-Teſtament, becauſe they may be ſaid tO be of a diverſe 
vis tim Come, from thoſe of the New, But moſt manifeſt it is, that” 
0 © ſuchas varied from the Religion in which they were Educated, 
ls xd Ila gin were to be Cut off from their People ; which I know is diverſely 
quam,nimis an-underſtood, but by All acknowledged to be a ſevere Puniſhment, 
riqua n0upro- And beſides it is undeniable, that ſuch as would not hear the 
feros j _ Prieſts whom God had ſet over them in matters of Religion, 
diſpenſationis Were tO be put to Death. Let us ſee what was the Practice of the 
CT Temports. Chriſtian-Church, 

Augultin. Lib. . 
4. Contra Creſcon Grammat : Exod. 22.Ve. 21. Deuteron:; 13. 12,13, 14, 15, Deute- 


T7008; I7. 12: 


Sar Snag Learned Pedro Paolo of Penice, ſcemeth to diſlike Perſecution 
6a pag: fOr Herefie : in that, treating of the Inquiſition he argues againſt 
by * it fromthe Praftice of the Church until Conſtantine the Great 
Non inve; i» his time ; ſaying, that until the Reign of Conftamtine i, e Three 
ry exemplumbhyndredand Twenty years after Chriſt, no Penalties were in- 
my —_ fitted upon Hereticks., But I cannot but marvel, ſuch a judicious 
veer _— Perſon ſhould. take that to be an argument of the Churche's 
petieacms 4 Re Opinion, That Hereticks ought not to be puniſhed ; when as, un- 
gibus Terre pro til Conſtantines daies, the Church was never poſſeſſed of any 
Eccleſia. Qu Ciyil Power ; and it knew well: enough it was againlt Chriſtian 
"3"; £1, Religion to Uſurp ir, though to the favouring and furthering of 
dam inpleba- the ſame, But ſcarce was Conſtantine rid of that Tyrant, and 
2497 ia prophe- Heathen, Lycinius, but,as Lycinius, out of Zeal, perſecuted the 
tia, Et nunc Chriſtians (which was the Ground of their quarrel, how ever 
44, "hi "+40 malicious Zozimns Fables it otherwiſe, )Conftantine. endeavoured 
-_dy + 'the fuppreſling of the Idolatrous Genti/e-wor/hip, commanding 
= 4 (as Optatus telleth us)the Temple Doors of the Gentiles to be ſhut 
opratres Me yp, and that the Chriſtian Religion ſhould be only proteRed;and 
119 2+ maintained. Publickly, And Z «/eb:us tells us, that he not only 
* a Paym : Þ oo» : 
b ad ro =} cauſed their 1d T, emples to be ſhur OT 25" on 
vide 4s tO them, -And this his zeal did not end only in deſtroying 149/x- 
ISS ©s.- noftine 4 ieuithaiinn Mihacnr49-447 Bold 6d 
PET! a FHpNTO SC Euſebins de [ita Conftant. I! +2.C3:4J344: EXEHYO jury TOl TRIZLYO0EUW 


&s &y Tis VYYFRuaA Va Ages © Socratis Hit, lib, 2, ca, 6. Nicephor, lib 8.ca +25. 
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(33) 
try,but extended toHereſie alſo. For,after the Firſt Council of Nice 
had determined the Faith Controverted, Con/ſtanrize made it 
an Offence Capital, ſo much as to conceal Heretick Books , as-_ 
Socrates and Nicephorus relate, Anſftine likewiſe, in an Epilile 
againſt the Doxatiſs ſheweth, how after the Donar f5-Appeal tO Augufinur 
the Emperour, againſt Felix who ordained Ceciliauss, had been Epi: 165 
heard and rejected, by Helianns the Proconſul, _ that he was Pones Felix 
declared Innocent, that Conſtantine the Firſt, made a Decree moſt {2 j** Ic. 
{tri&t againſt the Doxnatiſts, and that his Son after him,followed ; 
thereitf his Steps, which continued uncil Jx/ians Reign, who,De. 
ſertorCh/iſti & inimicus, ſupplicantibus veſtris Rogatia & Pontco, 
libertatem peraditioni Partis Donati permifit, An Apoliate. from 
Chriti,and an Enemy to your SupplicantsRogatianus and Pontias, 
gaye Liberty to the pernicious Set of Doxatus. And St. Ambroſe 
makes it no ſmall matrer of his praiſe of Gratia», That he brought 4mbroſ. Epif. 
peace and quietneſs to the Church, and topped the mouths ( of m— 
Arians:) and would to God (faith he) you could have ſhut 7 _ 
the hearts of ſuch wicked men, and miſchievous; And that, this OO! Þ 
he did alwel by the Faith, as his. own Power, And no wonder 
that Father ſhould ſo write, who faich alſo, That Hereticks are 
more abominable, than the very 7ews that crucified Chrilt, And 
T heodoret relates at large, how Amphilcchins Biſhop of Tcon;um 
prevailes with Theodeſeus, to exclude the Ariin Conventiclesout 
of the Cities, And*Bellarmin, in the Life of Theodoſrrs relateth, Bellarm.inVita 
that Hono-ins and Theodoſins publiſhed an Imperial Edi&,whereby _— Page 
they decreed, that the Pelagians ſhould be wholly ſuppreſſed and 25, 285. 
expelled Rome: and after ſent their Reſcript to Aurel;*s,Biſhop 
of Carthage in which they Commanded chat chey ſhould be driven 
out of Africa, And, as Cardinal Hofeus hath obſerved, there is Hojins DeCon- 
Extant amongſt the Proemial Epiſtles to the Council of C alcedox, ©? 9comen. 
an Epiſtle of P»lcheria the Empreſs to the Governour of Bythinia, © 
to expel out of the City and. Places where that Council was to 
be held, all Clergy-men, Monks, and Lay-men,who would by 
no means be brought co the Council, - Ir is true, what Biſhop |... bo 
Bilſon hath obſerved, concerning Gratians-Toleration of all, at = ono oY 
his Firſt entrance into the Empire, That finding all places full of tween Chrig- 
Arians;, and the Laws of YValens his Uncle, making for them , ian Subjeci- 
Fearing ſome general Tumult, if he ſhould preſently diſtreſs ſo 92 3nd &c.pag 
F | many 2 29 
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lib. 5. cap. 16 
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many, gave leave, that every Religion ſhould have Churehes and 
Oratories, with freedom and immunitie; but being once ſetled and 
joyned with Theodo/ins, he commanded that all He-efies ſhould 
keep ſilence for ever. And this was the Courſe, as Beda well ob- 
ſerveth,which Ethelherr the $.txom King,took; who: being convert. 
ed to the Chriſtian Faith: himſelf ,' gave order, that none of his 
| Subjets ſhould be compelled ro become Chriltians , only he 
WA. Beda lib. I. hewed them moſt favour, and kindneſs, who embraced that 
Wk ©9226 5% paith which he did. And the reaſon hereof, is obſervable inthe 
[1] hl fame Author, Dilicerat enim & 4 Doftoribar, Autoribuſqueſue ſa- 
Wal) Intis,ſervitillh Cbrifti voluntarium,non coattitinm eſſe debere : For 
i he learn'd from the Malters and Authors of ſaving Do@rine, That 
Chrifis Worſhip ought to be Voluntarie, and not Compelled. 
But the Fir(t of our Nation, That by Law deſtroyed Fdolarry, 
was Ecombertng, in the'Year, 640, who alſo commanded that 
the Faſt of 40. days ſhould be obſerved through his whole 
Kingdom, 2»e nt facile 4 quipiam poſſint contemni,dignas punitiones 
aanhew fiers in tranſgreſſores juſſit , faith Afatthew of 1:fminſter. And 
W:f#mouaferi. becauſe it may be that ſome Hereticks will plead for favour, from 
enſis.pag.224- the carriage of Ethzlbert above mentioned, it is to be noted, 
that there is a vaſt difference between Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, 
( 11A and Heathens who "never had Knowledg of the Truth, as 
Wh!!! | Biſhop B:l/ox hath truly noted, upon the like occaſion ; ſaying, 
4:7" Bilſon Diffe- Heretichs of all ſets and ſorts, may be compelled to follow truth, 
4 {1 AIR rence be- though Infidels micht not; and ſo your InferenceFaileth when you ſay, 
FORT |. p_—_—_ No Law forceth Jews, or Pagans from their Perſwaſion, therefore 
18 vy 4 CPE ot Chriſtians, Nay rather, if we gramt Jews, and Turks excuſa- 
WER: | ble for thiſe two Reaſons, Eack of K nofledp, and Want of Promiſe ; 
"no; certainly, Papifts being neither woid of the Firſt, nor free from the 

| 

' 

| 


POEM. 


Laſt, may, yea muſt, be compelled of Chriſtian- Mgiftrates, for 
dread of Puniſhment temper*d with good Inftruttionsto forſake their 
Herefics, and forbear their Idolatries wherewith Chriſt is difhonou- 
red, and his trath defaced. Thus he : Whereby their Plea is fur- 
ther made Void, whereby ſome argue from Toleration ' of 
Heathen, over whom there is ao Authority , the Liberty due to 
Chriſtians, who do owe ſubmifſionas well in general, by being 
Members of ſuch a Society, as particular by way of Promiſe, 
either Implicite;or Explicite; which each man makesto the Body, 
re | © 
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| (35) : 
to which he is to. conform in all Lawfuſ things in themſelves; not 
meaſuring things Lawful by the Bent of our Conſciences (than 
which nothing can be more proudly contrived) but by the ſtrait- 


neſs of ſome Rule ſuperiour to them both, Whence it was,thatCy-" 


priay,more ancient than the Niceze-Council, or Conſtantiviezper- 
ſecuted ſo far as he wasable the Novatiens, having no ſecular 


Power on his ſides ; and ſo did other Carholick-Biſbops after him, 


namely Chryſeftome, and Cyril of Hieruſalem, for which ſome 
Paritans of our daies with a fellow-feeling, as it were, of their 


brethrens. ſufferings, and a never failing Animoſity againſt Bi-- 


ſhops ofall Ages,have nor ſpared ſuch ſpeeches as theſe, againſt 
them, Chry/oftome, wWhome none can ſufficiently praiſe, tock away 
many Churches from the Puritans;but this ſame violence was thought 


Aeditatio de 


Antipuritan|- 
M0. Page. 70, 


the Principal Cauſe, for which that moſt aivine Perſon, ſuffering ſuch Appendicis ad 
calamities as ſoon oppreſſed him, died in Baniſhment : Cyril likeWiſe Laudenſium , 
oppreſſed the Puritans i.e. Novatians | and this man beſides mavy AuToraTa'rei- 
other evils and adver fities' which he endured,as well at home as abroad, 901+ 


is branded with this note of Infamy, that he was the Firſt of 'all Bi- 
ſhops, that Loraed it , i. E. Introduced ſecular Pride' and Tyranny 
into the Church, Let them beware, again and again, who in theſe 
aaies bear deadly emnity with Puritans left they pull npon their beads 
the ancient Puniſhment of the Perſecutors of Puritans, Thus far 
that Frontleſs, and Witlefs Patron of Puritans, of the Scertiſb 
FaRion, if Tmiſtake not, | , 

And here before we draw down the Practiſe of the Catholick 
Church any lower, becauſe antiquity abounds with the like grie- 


' vous complaints of Herericks and Schiſmaticks being puniſhed,as 


this age doth alſo , Let us conſider .a little what themſelyes did, 
when ever their ſtrength ſerved them, ; 

The Arians, as we have ſhewed, were Perſecuted by the Ca- 
thelicks, and having ſecular Authority on their ſide, did they net 
ſtir up moſt grievous Perſecutions againſt the Church, upon all 
occaſions ? Are not all Hiſtories full of their Impious and Bloody 


Prancks ?..In-fo much, tliat. On»phrixs on the Life. of Sylveſter 9nupbrins in 
the Firſt by P/ativa, faies, The Nine Perſecutions being taken S) lvest, 


away by Conftantine the Great, the Tenth, from the «FL r.,ans,en- 
ſyed, more dangerous than all the others: which begining under 


the Emperor Conftantine, —_ upon the Church of 'God 
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/ (36) 
| in fuch manner; for Forty years together, So far Onwpbrins ; 
Whoſe Opinion might eaſily be confirmed by the Authorities of 
Hilary of Poitiers, Hlerome, Socrates,T heodo-et, and others , were 
e not that ſuperfluous Labour, ina matter confefſ<d, 
And were the Dopxatifts any whit more favourable, and mild 


when they had any, though bur fmall advantage,over the Carhe- . 


liaks? He that reads Optatas againſt Parmenianus,the main Trea- 

tiſes of St, eAsftine againſt them, the Conference of Carthage 

between the Schiſm of the Donarifts and the Church-Catholicks, 

ſhall find, that the fame Faction which was ever moſt querulous 

under Perfecution, and moving pitty and compallion in thoie 

died that would hear them; of their hard- meaſure, and of the un- 
Epiſceps & Teaſonableneſs of the Civil Powers interpoſing in ſuch matters 
Clerici borrenda Which ought to be free, were themſelves moſt Cruel and Violent 


& dura perpeſſiagainſt others, and eſpecially,the Biſhops and Clergy men ſuffer- 


gue commemo- ef horrible things, which were tedious to rehearſe , putting one 


J- "geo the Eyes of ſome; and they cute off the Hand and Tongue, of one 


*undam cul; Biſhop, and ſome they ſlew righr-out, I ſay nothing of the 
extin4i ©cAu. cruel Slaughters (ſaith he) and Plundring of Houſes by Night- 
guſtin. Epiſt jinyaſions, and Burnings ; and that not only, of Private Houſes, 
| tha © EPi- but Churches alſo,into which Flames there wanted not ſome who 
66 caſt in the Books. of God. Do not theſe words of Aſie come 
fomewhart near a deſcription of our late furious and wicked zeal. 

 Poffidonius And what Poſſidonins in the Life of St. Auſtize, addeth of this 
I cet ag na*ure apgain't that Holy Biſhop, calleth to our minds afreſh, the 
0.2m  Perfecution of the Tongue againſt our Biſhops: The: Donatifte 
(faith he) railed at Axſtine, called him Seducer of Souls, both 

Publickly and Privately ; and ſaid, Thathe ought to be ſlain as a- 

Wolfe to their Flock, and that withont doubt all their Sins ſhould. 

Aveuſtin x. Þe forgiven them, who could bringthisto paſs. And inanother 
pol, ,8, Epiltle of St. «Auguſtine, is the Inhumanity of thoſe pure Zelors 
the Circamceltians,a branch of the Doxatiſts,againi ſuch as differ- 
ed in Opinion-from ' them,deſcribed ; concluding, In quibas om- 
mbusilli won deponunt fatla Latronum,& honorem ſbi exigunt Mae 
trum. i,c,, lnallwhich,they ceaſe not to act the parts of Afa- 
Fnr, and:yet require the honour of Martyrs. And, fo infinitely. 
Devilliſh and Malicious was their humour, that when they could 


nec. deſtroy the Ortbodox by-Butchering them, they would — 
terrifie 
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(37) | 
terrifie them, by Murthering themſelves ; and ſo,as Auſtin hath, £#/9m eo- 
either Solacing themſelves in the deſtru&ion of us, or ſadding ;*7. go" 
us by their own Deaths, And ſuch in ſome degree, do our daies Deo &-Homin;- 
afford, who becauſe they cannot have their Will.worſhip, will tus ingrati, { 
put themſelves into ſuch an untraQable and brutiſh poſture, that ſ#is c44ib»s nos 
if you let them alone they have their ends, if you attempt to vaſtare nou 
bring them to Juſtice, they will create great hatred to their Ad- 3:cacot5M _ 
yerſaries, by parting with their Lives, rather than ſtir upon fair reve credunr; 


| ; VET aut leiittam 
ſuam quarentes de mortibus noftris, aut trifiitiam noftram de mortibus ſuis. Auguſt, Epiit. 


61, : k 


or neceſſary means, or motives. To-conclude, It is the obſer- © Legimus, vi- 
vation of St, Hierome, We have read, we have ſeen, we have daily © -quorid. - 
fount it true, that when cver Perſecution hath aroſe inthe Church, < "Pay = 
the Jewes and Hereticks Were 4lWaies more grievous Perſecutors of perſecutio porn 


the Chriſtians than were the Gentiles, tra Ecclefram. 
: oritur , mulis. 
pejores perſecutores Fudaos © Heretieos,quamEthnicos,Hieronymus in 0bad,v. 10. 


—_— 


—— 


CHAP. V. 


4 Continuation of ,the former Subjed, and particularty, 
of putting Hereticks and Schiſmaticks to Death. 


| man may be ſaid tobe a Twofold Life; Natural and Civil; 
The Firſt is an Union of the Natural parts of a man ; whictr 
being diſſevered, death follows; underſtanding here-the principal 
which are either ſimply Effential, asthe Soul and, Body or ſuch; 
as are therefore called Vital, becaufe being corrupted, or taken 
away , a feparation of the more Eſſential parts do immediately 
follow, Mans Civil Life is that, wereby he being a member of the 
Civil Body, ſeparated from that (as all Integral parts of a Body 
Natural ) lofe that life of common Influence and Protection, 
Hence it is, that ſome Civil Lawyers do interpret Capital Puniſh- 
ment ſo often denounced againſt Hereticky in the Civil Law, of 
the later Death; as doth Hackieman,and ſome others, The Im- 

perial 
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Conftizutio- perigl Conflitutions which abſolutely inflift Capital Puniſhment on 
we; Imp. 21m Hereticks, are not ro be wnderſte1d of Natural, but Civil Death, as 
enam inf. Tranſportation #nd ſuch like. But I make no doubt, butthis is too 
Fu: 65 77ore7icis Favourable, and forced an Expoſition, as he that ſhall obſerve the 
204 de Natura: PraRice, the beſt comment on the Law, muſt confeſs.” For when 
{1 ſed de Civili the Code faith, Aarichei uudique expelluntur & capite puninntar, 
el _— I And immediately before, Aanichgo,in loce Romano degere deprehen- 
lara. num 6../0; c9p4t ampuatar, 5. e. The axichees are to be expell'd, and 
Buctelmanns puniſht Capitally, The axichee that ſhall be found in the Ro- 
Il|aitr, Difput. man Territory ſhall have his Head cut off ; cannot be meant of 
34- Thel 14. Cjyil Head. I confeſs the moſt common puniſhments, are ſuch, 
;& = Tit 5, 35 weread in the ſame Title againſt the CMavichees and Donatiſts, 
(64. 11, x Tir.g Made by Honorrasand Theodeſins Emperors. viz, 1, We decree 
Seb. 4. ** it a Publick Offence, becauſe an Offence againſt Divine Reli- 
YVolumus efſe * gion, isan injurie to all : wherefore we Perſecute ſuch with 
publicum cri-«© che Confiſcation of all their Goods, 2, We will likewiſe that 
mm So * they beDefeated of allLiberality andSucceſfion coming to them 
« by any Title whatever, 3, Furthermore, we-leave ſuch no 
© Power to give, -or buy, or ſell,or make bargains, being convic, 
& 4, Inquiry oughtto be made at his Death. For if it be Law- 
* ful in matters of Treaſon, to tax the memory of the dead ; not 
© undeſervedly ought there here alſo to paſs a judgment. 5. Ther. 
& fore his laſt Writing is to be Null, whether by Will, or Co- 
&« dicil, or any other way,he hath made his Teſtament; if found to 
* bea Aanichee. 6. Neither do we ſuffer his Sons to Inherit, 
< unleſs they forſake their Fathers Errours, For we allow Pardon 
<* to the Penitent, 7. We like well, that they feel the fting of 
<«« our Authority, who ſhall entertain them in their Houſes, by a 
© culpable providing for them... 8. And we Will, that their Ser- 
* yants be faultleſs, if avoiding ſach Sacrilegious Maſters, they 

* paſs into the Catholick Church by a more Faithful Service. 
Thus far the Imperial Edi of Theodeſins, whereby we may 
eaſily diſcern how ſevere the Ancients were in chaſtiſing Here- 
ticks, and the ſeveral kinds of Paniſhments deviſed againit them, 
But the great queſtion is, Whether it be juſt to puniſh. Herericks 
with Corporal Death, according to the Judgment of the Anci- 
ent Church, The firſt inſtance of ſuch ſeverity, is that of Pr:/- 
cillianus who was put to Death for his Hereſie : abour _ 
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find the Fathers themſelves divided, Hierome againſt Cre/iphtn 


| ſeems not only to approve of it himſelf, but to ſay, that the whole 


Chriſtian Church conſented thereto, 2id /egzar (faith he)' ds Hierom. 44- 
Priſcillizno, qui & Seculi gladio,& totins Orbis amhoritate damna- "(> Cieſi- 
tureft > Why ſhould I ſpeak of Priſcilianzs,who was Condemn-. f**”+ 

ed by the Secular Sword,and the Authority ofthe whole World ? 

Bur Severns Sulpitins liked not this Fat, as appears by his words, $,,,, c ,_ 
Priſcillianus cum ſocits Capite pletFuntur, peſſimo extmplo netati. Page HA. 
Pri{cill;ana swith his complices were beheaded, being killed with Lib. 

a very ill precedent, And Theogneſtus condemned 1gacins, or 

Ithacins Claras an eminent Biſhop of Spaiy, as witneſſeth 1idorys 7T/idvr. Hiſp. 
Hiſpaleſis, becauſe he procured the death of Priſc;llian, as did *%11is nity 
alſo other Catholick Biſhops,as a bloody man : yer, by a Coun-©* © 

cil held at Tiers, about the year 386, he was abſolved by the Vide Baron. 
favour and intercefſion 'of the Emperor XMaximer, by whoſe 4% 355 nu-25 
Authority it was done. St. Angaſftjpe is known to have beer of an 
opinion once, that Hererichs Sao tot atall tobe Compelled to 
the true Faith , but afterward his judgment altered, and that (as 
he ſaith) from the experience he had of the excellent effet ſuch 
coercion had; and eſpecially, in that divers, who at firſt took up. 
on them the profeſſion tpon. compulſion, afterward embraced ic 
ſincerely and freely: And in: the fame Epiſtle, anſwereth the 
allegation of Pedro Pacle above mention*d, which the Doxarifts 
likewiſe urged againſt the Catholicks perſecuting them, viz; No 
example is to be tound either inthe Evangeliſts, or Apoſtles writ- 
ings,whereby any thing was begged of Earthly Kings in behalf 


Augu },Epi.4$. 


. of the Church, againl(t the Churches Enemies, mis negat wou in- — {uguflin, 


weniri (faith he )? Sed nondum implebatar illa prophetia, Et nunc Re- #1191. 48. 
es intelligite &c.Pfal, 2, i.e, Who denies that ? for as yer, that 
Propheſie was not Fulfilled, end now underſtand ye Kings, &c. 
Yet do I not find, that this Father approved of killing Heretichs; 
bur in another Epiftle proceeds m a nfifder,and middle way, thar 
is, Neither to Tolerate the. Here/ie, nor Condemn the Heretich to 
Death , becauſe that were to cut off all poſſibility of Repentance, 
and mars ab +. and the Churth , which is very hard 
to deny any mani, before/God doth ; And that God doth, no man 
can ſay, fo long as he granteth him life, And to me, it ſeemeth _ 
not very difficult to anſwer Thomas his Arguments and Beſler- ' 
z»incs who are for the death of Hereticks.. Thus N 


Id Epiitcl. 50 


Thom.22. qu. 
11 Art. 3. 
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| Thus then argues Thomas, If he may be burnt who counter- 


'feits money, Why ſhould not he that Forges,and Publiſhes falſe 


Do&rine? *© Ifhe that counterfeits the Kings Letters deſerverh 
« death, What doth he that counterfeits, that falſifies the Scrip- 
* tures and the Divine Letters of the Lord? A woman that 
&« breaks the Conjugal Faith made'to her Husband, ought to die ; 
«and not much more he,who keeps not hisFaith withGod? And he 


- ** that takesaway the Life of another unlawfully,ſuffers the loſs of 


_niſhment ſhould be Proporfionable. to their offence ; 


* his own for it; ſhall not he therefore who deſtrozs his own, 
* and neighbours-Soul > To theſe prety Analogies and colou- 
rable arguments for the Death of Heret;cks, we readily anſwer, 
by granting all that the arguments crave, which is, that Herericks 
deſerve to ſuffer as. much, and more if you pleaſe, than ſuch 
notorious offenders againſt the Commonwealth and Civil Jultice. 
But muſt therefore this puniſhment: be neceſſarily corporal and 
outward as the other, whoſe cauſe is Civil ? this, by Thomas his 
g06d leave,follows not, But Ather the contrary, Thar their GY 
Their 
offence was Spiritual, and their - ſufferings muſt be ſuch to» : 
their offence was greater,and ſo ſhall their puniſhment be in Soul 
by eternal Death, And this anſwers Belarmines ſix arguments to 


Pellarm. De ove, that Hereticks ought to ſuffer ſuch Capital Puniſhment. 


Laicis. 11.3+ Ca, 
21.5.Probatur, 


&c. 


Firſt becauſe, as all confeſs, Hereticks -may be Excommunicated 
lawfully, therefore they may be kill'd ; The Conſequence is 
thus drove; Becauſe Excommunication is greater puniſhment 
than temporal Death, To which I anſwer, That therefore it 
ſhould have a greater death; but that, that death muſt be of the 
ſame kind,doth not follow, that is,temporal, Secondly, he faith 
E vperience teacheth that there is no other remedie, Bur 1 deny any 
ſuch experience; For I make no doubt but the puniſhments 
mentioned even now in the Code, will in a ſhort time extirpate 
Hereticks; and perhaps ſooner, conſidering what a pride ſome 
He:r:ticks take in ſuffering,even death,for their errors, Thirdly, 
His Third is that with 7 homas his,viz, Hereticks are Cheats and 
Counterfeits, And ſo is his Fourth taken from a Womans falſeneſs 
to her Husband, The Fifth is, becauſe All the reaſons that Galerx 
alledged againſt MalefaRtors,hold here. A»/w. Firſt, That they 
ſhould be puniſhed, they do : Secondly, that chey would __ 
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niſhed with death alſo, but not neceſſarily with Natural death. ; 
but Civil death may ſaffice here, and Eternal death hereafter. 
Sixthly, (Laſtly) he ſaith, It is a kindneſs to take obſtinate He- 
reticks out of this life : for the longer they live,the more Errours 


they deviſe , and increaſe greater damnation to themſelves A»/. 
We 'mutt diftinguiſh between temporary, and. perpetual - 


obſtinacy : And between that which may be, and is, certaivly 
known to Judges for to be, Judges mult proceed according to 
the Evidence of the FaR, nor the probability, But no man can 
certainly know,that, how ever a perſqn be Actually obltinate; he 
will perſiſt in the ſame to his Death, | i] 
But,notwithſianding there be no more than we have heard in 
Reaſon, or Religioh,tor their putting to death, and not many 
examples areto be found in Antiquity; yet for the laſt Five hun- 
dred years ſince Chriſt,hath it been but too much put in praQtice 
under Roman-Tyranny. For that Hot-ſpur Gexebrard, whoſe de- 
ſign it was to give us an account of the Churche's PraQice,ſpeak- 
ing in defence of that cruelty ſhewed againſt the Xathari (or Pu- 


Genebrard. 


ritans) who were burntat Coley, in the year of our Lord 1163: Chronol: An: 
meerly for Religion, and that none of the worſe; and endeayou- 1163. 


ring to juſtifie that Fact from ancient Precedents of the Church, 
could, it ſhould ſeem, find none much above 60, years older than 
that ,.and chat was of that Arch-heretick, Baſilizes a Phyſitian,who 
inthe laſt year of Chriſt 1163 was by the Command of the-Em- 
peror Al: xius burnt atCoyſtantinople for his Hereſie,But after-Ages 
abound. with ſo many. ſad Inſtances of that nature,that it were 
ſuperflaous ang tedious to rehearſe them : Fromail which, I 
only inferr thus much : That they, who generally approved, and 
practiſed ſuch extream rigour, could not but much more com- 
mend ſuch more moderate means of reducing, reſtraining, and 
extinguiſhing them. And 1 preſume, if I can ſhew what much 
more ſevere c#urſe hath been uſed towards Hereticks and Schi/- 
maticks ſince our Reformation in E»g/ard, it will not appear ſo 
great inhumanity, to put in tri execution ſuch Laws as have of 
old and later dayes been made againſt them, | 

In the Raign of Heyry the L hird, faich Ho/lin/hedywere two 
Impoſtors hanged, for giving out, that they were Chriſts, In 
the Raign of Richard the Second, ESO the Fourth of Enge | 

| lay 
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{axnd,Statutes were made for the paning Hereticks to death, which 
Rood in force until the Raign of Hewry the Eighth, who cauſed 
them to be repealed : but in lieu of them,he made ſuch an Ei 
(conſiſting of SixArticles,called therefore, The Whip with the ſix 
ſtrings)that thereby, the Life's Blood of many a good and ſober 
Chriſtian, was taken from them. Bur in the Firſt of 2ucen Mary, 
the former Statutes,as more for her Bloody purpoſes, were re- 
vived and re-inforced : of which,as a thing too apparent for Im. 
pudence it ſelf to encounter , 1 ſhall not ſpeak at prefent, and 
but touch afterward, .. | 

But neither have there been wanting in{tances fince the Refor. 
mation, of ſuch Capital Puniſhments executed. For. in the 
Fourth year of Edward the Sixth, or Third (a3 Mr, Stow bath it) 


Story Chron. Foan Butcher, otherwiſe called Foan Kell, and vulgarly 7oan of 
Ari. 3. Edw 6 Kent was burn'd for her Herefe, denying Chriſt co bave taken 
- Fleſh of the Virgin Mary. And on the:24th, of «Fprilthe ſame 


year, George Pars, a Dutchman, was burnt ih Smithfield for Aria- 
iſm: And in the ſame King's Raign,an Anabaprift of Chelcheſter 
was burned. And truly, he thats of an Opinion, that no man 
ought to ſuffer death purely for Religion, may notwithſtanding 
approve of the putting to death, ſuch as ſhall bear falſe witneſs, 
in ſuch a Caſeat leaſt, as thatof profeſſing themſelves to be that 
Perſon they in truth are not, whereby manifeſt and intolerable 
evils are done to private Perſons, - but much more to the Weal- 
Publick; when one ſhall pretend himſelf ro be ſome Prince, or 
Publick Perſon : Much more therefore he that ſhall have the Im- 
pudence to give out that he is Chrift (have he a particular C arr 
of his own to evade the common fenſe his words import, when 
he comes into danger ) ought no leſs to undergo death, than he 
that ſhall ſeek to Tranſlate the Government of a People,proper- 
ly belonging to another Prince, upon himſelf, And as for Ana- 
baptifts, though I think their. Dogm's are a little purg'd of late, 
over what ſome years ſince they have been, (as molt Heyeticks, 
andSchiſmaticks are,when they perceive they will nor take,nor be 


endar'd intheir original Rankneſs): yet, if they ſtick but to one- 


or two, charged commonly on them, fuch as are, Denyins to the 
Civil Magiſtrates, Power of the Sword, and affirming an Ex- 
emption of (their) Saints from human Laws ; ſuffering corpo- 

ral 
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ral death for the ſame, they have no wrong done them ; neither can 
they plead Relivion to proteR them in cauſes of Civil cogniſance, as 
they are. And to hold an opinion (as many now adays do) that their 
Governors have no Authority Ecclefiaſtical over them, in things nei- 
ther forbidden nor commanded by God's word, is to draijy vety 


much neaterto'the pernicious Extreams of the «Fnabap:sft, than 
can confift with the good opinion ſuch have of themſelyes,and would 
beget in others of being very moderate Men, But I re 
turn, | 


In the third of Queen Elizabeth, one Jeffrey taught publickly, 5:029 4%. 24. 
That Fohn Mor was Chriſt ; who were both firt whipt, and then f Wie, 


upon repentance were committed to Priſon for half a year, This was 
a favour ſhown upon repentance, The more pittiful and ſtrangely 
tender conſcienc'd Judges were they in the Houſes called a Parlia- 
ment of late years, who conld diſcharge Job» Naylor an Inwpoſter, 
as foul and blaſphemons as any of his Predeceſſors, withont any con- 
fiderable notes of true repentance. So far did the Do@rine” of 
Liberty of Conſcience drive many Patrons of it, 


Apgaiv, in the Seventeenth year of Queen E/:zabeth, twenty-ſe- $row in Elie. 


ven Axabartiffs were brought to juſtice, whereof two were burnt 


_ In Swithfirld, four renounced their Herefies at Pa»ls Croſs, and 


thereupon were releaſed, the reſt were condemned todie, but were 
only baniſhed, In the twenty one year of the ſame Queen, one 
Hammond, a moſt inſoleat Hriav, denied Chriſt to be God, and 
blaſphemed Him, and the Goſpel, and was burnt in Worw:ch: And 
about three years after, one Fob» Lewss was burntan the ſame place 
for the like Herefie. And in the Raign of King James one. Legare 
was burnt in Swithfirld for Ariauiſm. _. 

For King James his Raign, and Queen Elizabeth's, it is gene- 
rally known how they put not anyPapiſt to death for their Religion, 
though preſently they were Sainted for dying in the Rowan Cauſe, 


and,as tl will have it, for Religion ; and if they will -have it ſo, 
als 


ſolet it paſs, for me :' But then we muſt take leave to turn to, and 


adhere to our old Notes, which tell us of their Faith, that it is 
FaRtion ; and their Religion, Rebellion, For, wereit ſo that the 
Laws interdicing Pops Prieſts of this Nation, bred and ordained 
beyond the Seas, from coming into this Nation, this were no fich 
ſanguinary praRiſe as many _ Miniſters loudly and _ 

2 | chil. 
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childiſhly give ont. For I would knoiv whether the Supream powes 
of this, as well as any other Nation, have not power t2 infli& the 
puniſhment of baniſhmenat upon lighter cauſes than this ? Pr in- 
tance, Might it not be reaſonable for an AR of Baniſhment to take 
ON place upon all ſuch as ſhould tranſport Wool , or Fuller's- 
2,0 eatth into foreign Countries? The perſon that ſhould do this re- 
| turns into EF» g/and, and is put to death, according to the Law, But 
he cannot be ſaid to be put to death for having tranſported prohibited 
Commodities, but for breaking the Law of his Baniſhment, No 
more can Popiſh Prieſts, taking Orders from that Church, and re 
turning, be ſaid to ſuffer for taking Orders, or for their Religion, but 
for breaking the A of their Baniſhment ; for, by Law they all 
Wt Rand baniſhed; and if a greater puniſhment than baniſhment be not 
' 1.*;108 annext to that Decree to make it good, inſtead of being ſanguinary 
i it will þ<come ridiculous and Judicrous, and ſo will the Auihgee 6; 

ſuch Laws alſo, Tn the year, One thouſand, fix hundred, forty an 
Wit ore, Ward, Walker, or Wallr (for, as I take it, the man after the 
Wi! | Roman cultom had three or four names) being a Popiſh Prieſt was 
Wil!  _ hangedat Tybarn, where he confeſled, he had been baniſhed no 
ons fewer than three or four times, Do not ſuch mockeries and contempt 
ll of -Laivs- as this, deſerve death, yea, though the La it felf were 

| unreaſonable ? | THE) HAD ho 
| And now, as to the other fide, with which we have to do, the 
| Puritan Fation ; let us ſee how they have been proceeded again(i, 
i before theſe three latt Decads of years, and ryhether it be ſonew and 
| ſtrange a mattegihat they ſhould be moleſted, - or oppreiled ; and 
the rather becauſe of that Officious Author of the /ntereſt of England, 
'fi who puts on the Countenance of a Moderator, and. grave and wiſe 
| '  geciderof the point of Toleration * but alas, beſides his many la- 
Lt! mentable failings, he could not keep on his Mask above a leaf or two; 
|" i and in a certain place ſpeaks thus, much morg boldly than knoying- 
| 
| 
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Wifill Corbets tnre- 15 Of fully. Take notice that the Epiſcopal Cltrgy did not Fo ab'ut to 
I'll reftof Eng. exterminate the Puritans before their, latter timers; and then he that 
| Iand,pag 129. had half aneye-c.uld diſcern the notab'e advance and the confilen' ex- 
peftation of the Popiſh Fattion. And may not he that bath never a 
bic of an eye perceive What ts: ſo palpable, that fince the Puritans 
had ſuch influence, and favour ſhown them as of late, that the 


Popifh; FaRion.is advanced ten times more than \vhen they were 


. 
- 6 OED. Be ent... "'? - —_— _ 
eo LO AAS: COL OK ET ORR 


better 


5 eo GENRE EC ARPTERIA deeb et BB Foo font er Pr 


XA 


Fas Bas I OI, | SON he 


NE ns 


( 45) 
better kept under > And, this'partly through: the'infigite- ſcandal 
given to our Reformation by them ; partly, forſooth; that for their 
tender Conſciences ſake ſuch an'indalgence and connivance general 
mult be allowed, that Papiſts '(whothave no lefs'to ſhow for a Tole- 
ration-than haye they). mult 'be comprehended ine too, : But what 
dath this Man meanto-write ſo ata venture ? « but thitwhich moves 
them all,prevail'd with him 3 -w/4.2 that the common: people would 
not trouble theriſelves ſo far as to ſuſpe& what he ſays, while he 
ſpeaks what they would have. him, '! What think you 'of thoſe that 
DoRor Crackenthorp ſays: againſt the Bugitive Biſhop of Spelate, Crackenthor. 
(who for that reaſon, that Puritans were t in Zn 6;4;took.a Defenſio Eccl. 
prejudice againſtthe Church :of Eagiand) wereperfecutedfor their 412/1cane 
Conſciences ?:Was not Cart»right caltiato Priſon:2Was not Broght- hiſe. 26 _ gi 
14x degraded,and put frominsrPriefthood?>Were not Figginton;Cal- 4 3. _ 
verwell, Salesbury,Field,Hilyerſh, Parker ,Sge | Try: 61 
and others, turned out ob their: Livings,, anebſuſpended from their 
Priefts:Office ?' {44} and Fig? adding to: their obſihnecy revilings 
of tþe' Queen's Majeſty, one of: them. wagput todeath,: and the 
other received capital ſentence, and was puniſhed? Wereall theſe 
or any of theſe of ſo late ſtanding as :you mean ?: 'Do we: not hear of 
mecſt lamentable complaints of old, i made by the Puritans;of the ſore 

ſecution they ever ſultained, and do they now accule later times, 

tolding the former innocent 7 The Fetters herween the: Eord Bur- Fuller Ecclef, 
leigh and Arch-Biſhop Whutgeft. are yet extant, whereby it appears Hi#. 


| thatthere were very'marty Minifters turn*d out of their Benefices in 


thoſe days, in the County -of Eſſex, only for (crupulivg [the Rites 

and Ceremonies of our Chyrch. - Aid. more fot the ſatisfa&ion of 

0:hets, who are apt to'think Civil ſeverity to much forthe Church 

to have on their fide againft ſuch Men as theſe, than for this Authors 

fake ; Confider what Sir George Pane wtites in the Life df -Biſhop g;; c eerge, bis 
Whitgift, and we ſhill beieafily-convinc'd that our Church aRs no Life of 5ybep 
"new thing, nor the Civil. Magiftrates- ſo much 'as was wont'to be Vihirgife. 


«done in behalf of the' Chiirch'in the earlieridays* of Reformation. 79 49 
Thom Cartwright and' Edimiind Snaps; With others;wers called in 


queſtion, and proceeded withal in the Staf-Chatnbet forſetting forth 


-and putting in praQtice; without warrant of Authority, a New Fotth 


of Commob Prayer, Adfvinifiration of Sacraments and Presbyterial 7*: 22+ 54 


' Diſciplin6iri'the yeat 15.91, ' Apain, (the! Queen was. offended that 


Cart- 


14, ibid, 


1d. pag. 58, 


_—y 


Ss 


(46) 
Cartwright ſhould predgb without :Snbſcription. Again, Good cxe- 


. Cution of Lays (bis oro words): again} Puritans kept things quiet ; 


eſpecially.by the aſſiſtance, of the Lord Chancellor Hatiov, And 
had he who ſo-lately:bate that aame jand; office dealt more (incerely 
—_—_— cowardsthe Charch,.I ſuppoſe he had had no more to 


EASE 


. religious Rutfe ea =, vented againſt the Church of England, 


che-Adlerters the | | 
And thismay ſuffice-to have ſhown +what the. ancient Churches 
judged of 'Hereticks, ' and Schiſmaticks, ard the allowance of them, 
and whatour Churches hath done: in: reference to them. It is now 
more than. time that wg come .to ſhey. what both the opinion. and 
praQiſe of both of them have beer towards us, that: ſo, if there be 
remaining any Candor-in the brefis of theſe importunate demanders 
of the ſame, they may bluſh torequire it, 'or atleaſt, give us {gave 
not to bluſh. to deny the ſame. ' And the God'of all Juſtice do that 
which is right in-his eyes between us, And firſt let us hear the Papiſl, 
as briefly as the cauſe will permit, ART al 
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Papiſts direFly and abſolutely againſt Toleration of many 
Keligtons,. or any beſides their own. __ 


VV E have ſheyn out of Themas and Be{/armine already, 
Y. that Hereticks ought.to.be put to death, and iyhy ; and 
he that will be further ſatis fied therein may cally turn to Commen- 
tators on Thom, and find his opinion, confirmed and jullified, 
without any further trouble here yadertaken, to the drawing out this 
diſcourſe: to a length. more tedious, than neceflary-tro the Reader. 
Only from benge we may inferywhat is a manifeti conſequent to what 
hath been ſaid, vis, That if ſuchmay bgicut off ſo by the Secular 
ſword, they, according to.fuck mens jadgment,, may ayd oughtfo 
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| (9) | 
be reſtrained nd ſuppreſſed by x LARS an inferior rank, ahd Johan. Hou- 9, 
milder nature ; unleſs it be faid by Papiſts'(as in truth it is by ſome) /<!fusrefari- 
what the Presbyterians ſay for themſelves,” as. we have ſhewed, That *;7; - +5 .£09 
Prelatitts may and ought to come tb the Presbyteriats, dur the Pres- aput Hum. 
byterians cannot, nor ought to come to the Prelatiſts,; That phredum 
puniſhment ought to be taken of the Evangelical [ Profeſſors] that is;Ad4m9»it : 
the Reformed, but the Romaniftc ought-not to be puniſhed. So De- © ©11i* Ro 
monſtrative are the reaſons, and ſo ingenuous are. the Writings of CER? 
both Papiſt and Puritan, . But we muſt not altogether be guided by Zvange!icis 
ſuch Oracles 2s ſpeak ſo broadly and'vainly ; if there be any ſuch 2907, de Ro- 
thing remaining or-to be reſpeRted inthe World , ſure this is reaſon 177 n/tbns = 
that Mens teſtimonies ſhould conclude againſt themſelves, when fu " poſſe __- 
there is nothing but diſadvantage to them which make their caſes 0A 
different. For, neither the one northe other can modeſtly deny the 
Principles and DcQtring, of the Chutch of *Exg/axd tobe leſs, incon-. 
ſiſtent with the Civil Governdient, and hat ſo rankin perſecution of 
opinions differing from it, 48 arc they ; and yet forloot they, where 
they cannot perſecute, inuſt hot be/perſecuted, or touched ;. where 
they can, muſt not be queſtioned, Now that the Ramanifts will 
not endure anycompetition in Religion, appears. by what is [aid abovey 
and dy thele ſeveral inſtances, . WEE Pens 

| Tn the year of our Lord Five hundred fifty five,as Faricing tells us, 17. "LIT 
Pelagins was made Biſhop of Rome in the room of Vigulinu, by the&® Schiſmaticss 
Emperor Jetinian, This Man (Caith he) defined that Hereticks and #9'entes ad [a- 
Schiſmaticks who refuſed to be brought home. to ſound DoQtrine, 9/27*Pottri- 
were to be reſirained by, the Secular Power, | And that, this hath,, 25=6=+gy f: 
been the currant judgment of that Church,their Modern writerscalari mays 
declare. Do they not make this Defence of theirs, and Offence coerceri poſſe 
of their Enemies Religion, one of their Firſt Principles and Do- 9efnivir. 
cuments which they ſeaſon Princes with? Let the Work of Riba. Funcins Com- 


dencira the 7eſwite ſpeak for all. Inthe year 1597 he wrote a 3" apa 
Treatiſe in Spamh, Printed; at eFntWer Of, the Virtues of a Ribadeneira 
Chriftian Prince; The Subjects of ſome of the Chapters of which:4e /as virriudes 
Book, are theſe, 7 hat it is impoſſible; that Heretichs and Catholichs = Principe 
ſhould make a good League, in one and the ſameCommonwealth, ("72 
{ hap. 24. Ex-mmples of Certain Emperors, who ſuffer d not many = 5, w ” : 


Religions, Chap. 23, The ſame.js proved by the Authority, and 28. 


1 Examplesof Saints, Chap, 26, That Herericks oughe to be pu- 


niſhed : 
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'nifhed-; and how prejudicial Liberty :of: Conterenre moſt be, 
Chap. 27. That Hereſfies are the. Cauſes of Revolutions and Rn. 
ines of States, Chap. 28, From. ſuch Titles as theſe, it is eaſie 
to divine, what-is contained in that Work : I have thought good 
to leave all to the ingenuity of Be Reader to judge, rather than to 
Becanus De Exceed in unneceſſaries, To this Author, ler us add one of the 
Fide Hereticis fame Fraternity, Fecanns, in a tractate againſt Pargzs : where 
ſervanda, Con- he lays down this as a Second Principle, Liberty of Religion and 
ira Pareum. Faith is nnlawfiyy and contrary to Chriſtian Doftrine, and hurtful 
and. pernicious to. the Commonwealth, . His Reaſons are theſe. 


Firſt,Becauſe,as Divines teach very right, Here/ie is a greater ſin 

than Adulter 1, Aurther, or Thefe. Secondly, The. DoQtrine of 

Chriſt is trae z Buſt true and falſe, are contrary. Thirdly, Li- 

berty is hurtful : Firft, In reſpe& of the Salvation of Souls; Se- 

coxdly, In _reſpet of outward Peace and Tranquillity ; For this 

cannot be pre! erved without, Unity of Faith.--- ** A third Princi- 

<<'ple of his is this, A Catholick Prince can. neither preſcribe, ap- 

&® reove, *or introduce Liberty of Religion, but mult hinder the - 

« ſame, as much as poſſibly he can, Burt yet, if he cannot hinder 

<« ir without 'greater dammage tothe Publick good, he may per- 

E mit it;as the lefs Evil ; * -Hiherto Becanys, And that very Vil- 

parſons Mi. 14in Parſons, in a Treatiſe of Mitigation, writeth thus, ze agree 
tigation. cap.2 With'the Proteſtants in this, that there can be no agreement between. 
num. 5. #5 and them in Religion, Yea, ſo far did this mans Zeahhurrie him 
for Religion, who himſelfwas by his own fide ſuſpeRed to be an 

Atheiſt in heart, that, preſuming at length by his many State-Stra- 
tagems, and ,Treaſonable Practiſes, to ſubvert both Church and 

'Stare,as they were then ef{abliſhed, that one of his requelis to 

the Pope was, That England.being reduced to his Model, none 

other Popis Orders mich be Tolerated in F»g/and ſave the Fe. 

[aites and Franciſcans, which were not like to diſagree ſo much 

as Secular Prieſts with other Orders and the 7eſuites; while theſe 

+ kept totheir particular Rules of having all they can lay theic 

hands on, and they of having nothing. And | have been toſd, 

that even ſince the .Reſtauration of his Preſent Majeſty, the 

Emulation and Animoſities have been ſo great, that after foverat 

Pamphlets, For,and Againſt Stcular Prieſts and Feſuites, the Se- 

cular Pri:fs with the aſſiſtance of ſome of other Orders under- 
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took with ſome Great Perſons that, upon condition they: might 
have a Toleration (which is the moſt thatany FaRiqn did ar firſt 
Petition for) they would take care, that the Jeſwites ſhould ne. 
ver. be admitted in England =: of which" Mr. Creſre, thar.buſie 
eApoſtate, can give 'you 'arfarther:account; » But when a man 
confiders how that ſabti], induſtrious;and powerful FaRion: hath 
bafled all the ſevereſt Z4i&s againſt them in ſuch Countries 


| where Popery flouriſhes, he will ſcarce believe that ſuch a device 


could take effet, or,if itdid, could continue long. Could any 
Decree be more ſolemn, or ſharp'againſt them, than that, made 
by Henry the Fourth of France, whereby, the Jeſwites 'were al 


to depart Paris within Three daies, and \within' Fifteen, to for- 4». Dom. 1594 


ſake the whole Kingdom, and a Pillar to be erected in Publick , 
for Poſterity to read their wickedneſs and doom ; for the Aſſa- 
ſination of 'that Great Prince in his own Chamber, by a young 
bird Fohn Chaſtel of about 18 years of age ofthe Feſwites bring- 
1ng up : And. yet, ſuch was their Dexterity, -Diſlimulacion, and. 
Intereſts with Pope and all Princes of their Religion, that abour 
Ten years after, the very ſame King ſhould be impoſed upon fo 
far, as to demoliſhrhe Monument of their Wickedneſs, repeal 
his Banne, |reſtore-them again: And in the very ſame year ( as 
moſt then, and there living, judged)::the ſame King being Mur. 
thered right-out byRavilliac, inſtigated by thoſe holy-men;. they 
not only eſcaped cenſure, but carried the matter 'with ſuch ar- 
tifice, that the Kings heart muſt be given to them, as his be 
Friends ; and conveighed toa Convent of theirs at La Flech : 
Notwithſtanding, thus much Rawiliiach confelled (who would 
confeſs but lictleJjthat by reading- Marianathe Zeſuites Book,be 
was impelled ro commit thatFa&t*%: Whereupon Corton,the, Zefa 
;tes Chief Father, wrote a Book to the Queen, endeavouring to 
ſhew, that they held no ſuch opinions : (But another Author 
wrote a Book, which he entituled & £nt;i-Cattov,wherein he ma. 
nifeſtly proved the contrary, '.: \. +» ela; PETE 
- And did notthe State 'of Yenice in Pas/the Fifths time, upon | 
diſcovery of their treacherous, and:tmiſchievous. Prancks, | expel 
them their Dominions, adding a Law after them, which made .it 
Death for any, to propound any thing to the Senare, in order to 
their Return; yet have-they ſo brought it about, bythe Popy 
. H their 
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their ſingalar Friend; and by the 7 «7k theit happy Enemy, 'and 
laſtly, by their infinite Treaſure, That admittance and welcom is 
grantedrhem into their Countries, 

But to return : Judg we yer fartherof their Opinions, con- 
cerning Toleration'of others,from that prophane Fop, Author of 
Fiat Lux, who, in a good humour, profeſles great kindneſs to 
both Prelatical and Puritan Party; but that forced fained Part 
being ſoon laid down,and he returning to himſelf, compares 
them both to the Bond-maid, and ber Son //mael, and then no- 
thing leſs will ſatisfie him, than, ejice Ancillam com Prero (uo. 
Out with them borh , Surely that the Papfc may enter,and have 
not only free, bur alone Poſſeſſion! Forheadds, ' This is the 
only remedy and means of Peace, | 

But Zefarmine, where we above quoted him, giyes us not on- 
ly his opinion, but reaſons,” why Hereticks may not be ſuffered, 
which are worth the "reciting or this occafion. 'This then is the 


Belarm: 1.3. ſybje@ of one Chapter, Now poſſe rontiliari C atholicer cum Here- 
To. 2. Ca« 19+ 7:55, 5.6; Therecanbe ne Reconciliation between Catholick, 


and Heretioks : And whom he means by both, no doubt is to be 
made.” Firlt, then he bepins with Caſſaxder, and quarrels with, 
and confares him : e opinion, and deſign he tells us it wasy 
ThatPfinces aughtro findout anExpedient toreconcileC archelicks, 
Lutherans, and Calvmniftc : and thar nntil this could be effeted, 
every one ſhonild be permitted bis Faith , provided he received 
the Scriptures and Apoſtles Creed, Burt herein the Cardinal was 
miſtaken : For in that Treatiſe, De Officio Pi Viri, &c. quoted 
by him, Caſſandey has neitherany Tach'words, nor defign : bur 
this muſt be rather found in his Conſultations , andeven thereghe 
doth not propoand any _ for the Toleration of diverſe Reli- 
ions, but the reduQtion of Religion to Primitive Rule of Holy 
Scriprures, Interpreted by pureſt Antiquity, which was the moſt 
equal, and vilidie outward means of Reconciling Differences. 
But his Reaſons,why neither Z«theranrgnor C alvivif; ought to 
be Tolerated, becauſe they are ſuch for themoſt part, that War 
apainſt himfelf, and Pretenders to Moderation at preſent, we 
will here ſet down, Firſt, becauſe we agree not in the Creed 
it ſelf. Secondly, Lutherans and Calvinifts are no true Mem. 
| bers of 'the Church, Thirdly, Latheravs and Calvinifs differ 

» | | more, 
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more, than in Rites; in ſuch things as are of _ moment,and 

yet not contained in the Creed it ſelf. 4, The Holy Fathers, and 

the Apoſtles, require that we ſhould obſerve not only the prin- * 

cipal, but leſs Matters, 5. If it be free to believe as men pleaſe 

in one point, by the ſame reaſon they may be ſuffered. to believe 

ſo in others alſo, 6, This is a new opinion of Cafſaxder, and 

therefore to be ſuſpeRed.. 7. This opinion. renders the Church 
alrogether obſcure and inviſible, f 

'  Andinhis 21th, Chapter propounding this ſubje&, Poſſe Hereti- 

C08 ab Eccleſia dannatos temp ralibus penis, ctiam merte unitar;: He 

firſt tells us how Job»Huſs at theCouncil of Conſtance affirmed that it 

was not lawful to deliver incorrigible Hereticks to the Secular power, 

and ſuffer them to be burnt ; and how Luther affirmed the ſame, 

and that it is nonewerror 3 for as much as the Donatiſts held the 

fame: after all this he adds, Contrarinms decent omnts Catholici, & 

4/1941 etiam Heretic: ; Le, All Catholicks teach the contrary, and 

ſome Hereticks ;''of which ſort is Calvin, whe cauſed Srrvetw to be 

burnt at Geneva: and ſo eAratius cauſed Valentizns: Gentiles to be 

ut to death at Berne, You-may ſee his Thefss proved afterward by 

fore pleceeebihe Old and New Teſtament, which Iliſt not here 

torelate ; they are obvious of themſelves. .: Srapieran in his Sermons 
confirmes this ſaying, Qs /zbros Herencorwws legere,qs..* They Staplet.Prom- 
© who think it no fin toread Hereticks Books, or fuppoſe they may pra Moral. 
© be ſuffered ſafely, confider not what that inports which our Sayi- Pomin 7. 
* our ſays, Beware «f falſe Prophets, &'c. Avd to imprint this the ?** Pente- 
better in onr minds, he tells us with great gravity and ſeriouſneſs, a 

Tale out of the common Budget, thus. © The Abbot Cyriacns 
Presbyter of Lanra Calamon, near the River Jorday, ſaw in his fleep pratum Spiri- 
<the Bleſſed Virgin paſs by his Cell ; and being very importunate t#. cap. 46. 
©< with her that ſhe would vouchſafe to come in {and ſurely'to take an 


\© hard hed] ſhe replied, - How can I enter into thy Cell while thou 


< keepeſt by thee mine enemy ? and, ſo having ſaid thus, ' went her 

' way, Buthewaking, imarvelled what this ſhould mean ; but at 

< length having ranſzcked all his Cell, he Found two:Bpoks of Neto» — = 

© 7145 ftitched to a Volume of 7/70hi1x.  Anſwerable hereunto ig Surius Com- 


-the appliuſe given by S#wr1m to the Emperor's Decree made in the 70 -r ntrn” 


geftarum in 


year 1 540. for theburning of Hereticks Books; and his'own' opinion'9,ze, 4u.15 40 


{argely deliver'd ip juſtification of ſach -puniſhment towards Here- pag. 400. 
H 2 i 
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Guilielmus ticks, - And thongh Gmlielmen Parifienſiowere'a Man of that mode-, 
Farifienſis, ration and gravity in other points, berein-he ſeems to be moſt ſevere ; 
De Fide, cap«2+ ſaying, Quicquid contra veram credulitatem eſt, error eſt. Conſequens 
| rgrtur oft, annem credulitatens qua © ming fidei conradicit, erroren 
eſſe impictatis , & uueo g adio & 1gne extermmandam. 1, ec, © What 
Gever i$-againld true Faith, is an error, - From , whence it follows, 
C. That all belief which is again the common Faith, is an 1impious 
Conftres de Error, and to bedriven out by fire and ſword. So that true is that | 
onſfi Eccleſiam Of Epiſcopins to wadding the Jeſuit, whom he' adviſes to conſider 
Romanam,9c, it 3 - The Roman Church holds this for an undoubted Axiome accor- 
Epiſcop. Re- ding.to his:confetſion, 'and particularly Roſweden. in his late Treatiſe 
ſponſ. ad Wad- of the evil Paithvof Capelims,thatHereticks are to be put to death,their 
14, Axes * Books tobe burntzand their Faith to be kept under by eternal ſilence, 
* SH  - Butthis ſhort tat of aplentiful tab'e of ſuch Ruffe as this, may 
ſuffice, as tothe. Rowamſts opinion, which their practiſes have ſu- 
perabundantly: confirmed ; © of which to ſpeak a lictle, as it will not 
' impertinent, ſo to ſpeak much altogether ſuperfluous; the whole 
being but-too- apparent. 1 2 1» ; beak 
a And here we may begin with the Rowſp Inquiſition conſtitu. 
Wet ted of ſo much injuſtice and-cruelty as ſcarce can be matched 
{/ | 188 any where, It began,(ſaith Pedro Paolo) after the year One thou- 
Mi Pedro Paolo, ſand, two hundred, the principal Inquiſitors being the Dominicans 
Hiflor. ny and 'Franci/cans, who ſprang up about that time. And about 
wy Mee 0- the year of Grace, One thouſand, two hundred, forty four, 
Frederick the Second, Emperor, publiſhed four Edicts at Padoa, 
| in fayour of the Inquiſitors ; whereby, obſtinate Hereticks were 
Wh to be caſt into the Fire ; and, ſuch as repented, were yet to be _ 
"i kept in Priſon-perpetually, Andthis Inquiſttion intra& of time |} 
Fl hath acquired ſo much ſtrength and ſury, thar Princes themſelves 
have been ſubjeR toir, and oppreſſed. by it, as: lamentably ap- 
pears in the ſad inſtance of Charles Prince and Heir of Spaiy, 
who upon ſuſpicion ovly, that he favoured Hereticks, falling in. 
tothe Paws of theſe mercileſs Lions, was put to death againſt his 
Foac. Urſin. Father Philip's will, and -endeavour to the contrary ; as Foachie 
Prefat. ad lib. 5 Ur/inns witneſſeth, YetT know there goes a tradition that 
- <0 qui his own Father cauſed his death, upon ſuch a ſuſpicion ; which, | 
= oy if ſo, the matter is but little mended as to the extream rigor uſed | 
by the Inquifitors, and the Rowan Zealots againk Hereticks, | 


Which 


"oy 


| (s3) x 
Which te: Duke of 'A/va (that Butcher of Chriftians) further 
demonftrated*in his Generalſhip over the Netherlands, ſo that 
he gloried at his Table, that, for the - extirpating of Hereſie, in 
the ſpace of ſix years only, he had cauſed to: be grievouſly tor- 
mented and put to death about Eighteen thouſand,- beſides ſuch 
as he had defiroyed in the War out of hatred, by private muy. Meteranus 
ders alſo, as Metaranus writeth, © And long before this, In the ##97 B*/gic. 
days of Jynocent the third, were: burnt of the eAlbigenſes a mags _? R 
Hundred and eighty at one time, as PBe/armine teſtifieth, and cap. ——gnthg 
juſtifieth too 3 But Baronixs out-vies him : for he ſaith, that in Lai cs. 2 
one day in the year One thouſand, one hundred, eighty three, in Baronius: 4». 
the City of Burdeanx alone, Seven thouſand of them were ſlain, 799+ Pumb. 
But anothers report much more ſurpaſſes his, affirming that in Golem 
the year One thouſand, two hundred and nine, in the ſame City Armon. De re- 
were ſlain Sixty thouſand Albjgenſes. In the ſame year, in the 5 © !'hilip, 
Village Minervaan hundredand eighty were- burnt alive, In8*#*- apud Bo- 
the year One thouſand, two hundred, and a eleven, Four hun- © 
dred were burnt at Pulchra 'Valliss, Again, inthe fame yearing_ __ _. 
Lavarim, Eighty were put"upon Gibbets. In the fame year yh par:,? 
Eighty of the Nobles were beheaded ; neither did they ſpare the and quored * 
Women, Again, in the year One thouſand, two hundred, and 'y Dodor 
thirteen'at 1firellum many were'cut off by the Sword, more con- Cracken- _ 
ſumed-in the River, twenty; (Pratco/ws ſaith, Seventy) thouſand Feet Say . 
X | | : . Anol, 
were ſlain. In the year One thouſand, two hundred, and c,:; 524i: 
ninteen, at Afiromanda were lain 5000, In the year 1236. tenſ.cap.18. 
about fifty were burntor buried alive. And inthe year One 51e'den Cm, 


| \, thouſand, rwo hundred, forty two, in a ſmall Village in the Di- prthe 


oceſs of Tholouſe,about. Two hundred were burned, By all which _—_— 


we ſee clearly what Execution the Inquiſition did, newly then ſites crematums 

erected. Shiden tells us further of one who was burnt, becauſe «+ quendan 

he could not approve of all the Roman Rites. And Melantthoy 2!9P1tr eſtim 

of another, who was burnt in a place not far from Baſilebecauſe yj1ue ay, 

he dideatFleſh, All which agrees perfetly with the definition >p;301a ad 

of Pope Urban, who faith, © We do not judg them to be Mur- Marchiacas 

* derers, who, out of zeal to Catholick Church, -ſhall:kill ſome E<c/e/12s 

© Excommunicate perſons, Fs BHS-5- 
And in France Twenty thouſand men were flain in,and about af - 

Par;s, upon the Licence givep, by the Duke of Gxi/e, to root Religion,z:31, 

out | 


> x  —————— 
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| out the Foangtlichy,ns Siciden reports to us. To this, if. we aUd 
the inhuman as welt as unchriſtian Fa& of Charles the 9th. of 
France, by whoſe Connivenee and Concurrence, if not com- 
mand, ſo many thouſands of Hxgonors were Maſlacr'd for no 0. 
ther real Reaſons, but becauſe they were of The Religion ; how. 
ever bluſhing at the Immanity. of the FaQ, a pitiful groundleſs 
tale was told concerning Plots ſhould nave been laid by them, . 
we need proceed no further :. For ſuch an intolerable and trea- 
cherous piece of Barbaricy it was, that our Adverſaries, and 
their Friends that committed the ſame, have nothing more, or 
better,to anſwer for it;but that we ate c00-prone to remember it -:. 
and they too prone to commit ſuch Butcheries and Inhumanicies 
againlt them, that differ fromehem in Religion, and are too un- 
willing to learn of them,  _ 
Not long after the Firſt Light of Reformation in Spais, were 
eſtimated about 3000 of that Profeſlion,' and were itnot, (ſaith a 
Sr. Edwin diligent Obſerver of Men and Countries) for the Inquiſition, all 
Sandes: theCountry wotld ſoon be overſpread with them of the Reform. 
ed Religion, ' In Sevi/ alone were ; thought to be 12000, who all 
by the violence and vigilance of the Inquiſition, have been ſup- 
preſſed and brought to nothing. ' Let not Pepſts therefore won- 
der and brag both, of their plentiful Harveſt they -have of lare 
days reaped of Proſelytes,by putting their Sickle into our Corn , 
for, were it ſo, that ſuch remiſfionof Laws, ſuch an indifferency 
were cheriſhed and countenanced in Perſons, ſuch a permiſſion 
and favour to Seducers were grantedzas is apparent hath been gi- 
ven to our Adverſaries, it wouldappear ina ſhorttime in Spain 
and /taly , what a ou difference there would be in the ſucceſs 
to the adyantage of our Religion, | 
And can any donbt be made,what favor or Toleration we are 
to expe from Papiſts here,in this Nation , were we in the pow- 
er of their hands, as they either are, or might be in ours, how 
they would diſpoſe of us; when itis ſo unanſwerably evident 
how irtolerably they haye Perſecnted our Religion already, in 
Enjland : ſothart,as one obſerves, in twoof the ix years Raign 
EpiflolaAn.of Ducen Mary only, diverſe Teſtimonies and Letters teſtific no 
| hy yy wn.D fewer than 800 perſons were put to moſt cruel deaths in England, 
"s ---: for their Religion only.. And eur As ayd ——" of 
OS. acer 
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their Bloody minds and hands are ſuch laſting evidences againſt 
them, that they have no better way to ſave their reputation, but 
by ſcoffs, and merrie Flouts, which with ſuch as are ambitious 
to be counted Wites, rather than Religious,is of greateſt Force. 
And that Lack-manners and honetiy Par/ons ſhall be heard upon 
his ſcurrilous hamour, rather than he, whoſe Shoes he was un- 
worthy to carry ; as to Learning, Fidelity,or Piety. Tis not de- 
nied what is moſt colonrably objefted, that Mr. Fox, might 
fet ſach down for Martyr*'d Perſons who ſuffered not. But conſi- 
dering that he, following the Decrees and Sentence of Death 
publickly extant againſt ſuch perſons, together, with the time and 
place determined for that end, might authentickly deliver thac 
for done (though peradventure ſuch things might interpoſe, be- 
tween the Lips and the Cup,which _ alter Sentence given) 
which particularly, and preciſely to find outthrough all England, 
was very hard, © ; ; - 

And to write a HiRory,or rather a Tragedy of what was Ated 
by Rebellions, Treaſons, and Conſpiracies in King Edward the 
Sixths, Queen Ehzabcthe,and King 7 ames his daies only, for their 
Religion, were to ſpeak truths moſt pertinent toogr ſubject, bur 
ſhameful to ſuch, as are of that Communion, and plead for Li. 
berty. How do we wiſh for no other teſtmonie, than that of 
their own Confſciences ; how incompatible wich Civil Unity and 
Peace this Deſign is ? how certainly t would turn, and is by 
them intended for our Ruine and DeſtraRtion, 4s well as their 
own ſafety ? '- and we needed not ſuch, and fomany fad and in- 
rincible Inftances of theirTrreconcilableneſsto,and Inconſiſtency 
with us, in any co-ordination, or equality of Privitedges > How 
do we wiſh that men would be fo fair, as to ſtand to their own 
Hands of outward Practices, and then neededthere no curious 
Inquiriesinto mens judgments, or reſolutions : ' But when mens 
Cauſe and Hearts fo far fail them, that rhey-dare ſtand to the 
Tryal of neither of theſe, butwiff have judgment paſs on them 
by the fucure, which is inviſible, and impoſſible to be known 
but by whar is paſt;and when neither their Pens, nor thejr Swords. 
ſhall conclude, but a ſorry word or wwo in their ſtraits, ſhall be 
raken for ſufficient (proof! of Natures' and Wills : then doth: 


there remain nothing for 'us, +0 beiake our ſelyes to, but our 
Prayers 


————— mw 
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Prayers; and them, not ſo much that God would keep us in our 
Religion, but Wits. - Nag 

Divers. are their Papers and Pamphlets, whereby they would 
amuſe. ſuch as underſtand or regard nothing, with the reaſon- 
ableneſs of their Religion, and the merits of their Perſons ; 'but 
both the one and the ether have been,with all ocular Demonſtra.. 
tions, convicted of the contrary by ſober and plain replies made 
unto chem. They Maſcarate themſelves moſt frequently under 
the plauſible and taking Appellations of Old Cavaliers, and ha- 
ving ſo diſparaged the King and Churches party, they exſpatiate 
with ſtrange levity and vain glory in the common place of Self- 
admiration , and higheſt commendations : viz, What Men of 
, and power, and ingenuity, and forticude of mind, in 


in Tyrksbire to bearing Perſecutions, which have been hitherto nothing bur 
one in Lou- as of Grace and favour. . But they tell us not how they laugh 


don. 


in their ſleeves atall Proclamations and Laws for their reſtraint, 
and baniſhment of their Seminaries, -and Incendiaries, as being 
ſecure jn the mid of ſuch inſignificant thunders, and preſump- 
tuous in the midſt of their pretended fears. And from truth and 
ſobriety of languape are they degenerated in their writings into 
ſuch frivolous, fallacious, and meer childiſh humours of moving 
compaſſion, where reaſon cannot be ſhaken, that a Man of any 
inſight in the courſe and cauſes of things cannot but deſpiſe their 
empty and groundleſs Apologies, I ſhall touch but two of their 
more common pleas, and places for themſelves, and ſo leave 
them. Theone is, That Papifts are tolerated in divers Parts of 
Germany,. in Holland,' Switzerland, in France, and I know not 
where elſe : as if that were all true which they affirm in this 
particular ; or, as if ſo muchas is true were any whit to our pre- 
ſent caſe : For, neither in the Free Cities in Germany, or certain 
Countries (as they would ſuggeſt and perſwade againſt the cer- 
tain knowledg of the wiſeſt ) are either Papilts tolerated in Prote- 
Nant Countries, or Proteſtants in Popiſh. But in the. firſt 
troubles and diſſentions (even to civil diſcords and armings on 
both ſides) an accord was at length made, and compoſition, That 
ſuch Churches and Places ſhould belong to Papilts, and ſuch to 
Proteſtants; - ſo that they never had one over another perfe& 
Dominion, either Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, from the ruptures made 
amongſt 
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amongſt them; whence it is evident, that the'one beareth in- 
deed with the other, bur neither gives Toleration to other, And - 
thisis the Caſe chiefly of France : whete, thongh the true Sove- 
raign of both be of the Reywiſh Church, yer cannot it be ſaid that he 
freely gives them Toleration, fince that was concluded upon when 


Ut ivas notin the King's power to deny, and was ratified in the A- 
greement,' which they of the Religion (as they ate called). made 


with their Prince (whether' orderly or tregulatly is nct now under 
queſtion) upon the mutual pacification ; ſo that the Laws of that 
Nation and the conſtitution thereof do as truly require the inviolable 
obſervation thereof of one ſide as'on the other, and ſecure the Pro- 
teltants, But our Laws are direRly contrary thereunto, and the 
reaſon hereof is well known to be, thg unreaſonableneſs and indomi- 
table malice and miſchief of Papiſts extorting theſe ſevere Edias. 

And in Holland, what Toleration have they ? Any Legal, or 
Publick At of Grace in that behalf, which is pleaded for here? 
Nothing leſs: but they and their Religion, are at the diſpoſal 'of 
Military Officers to repreſs, or permit, according as gain ſhall 
ariſe to them from a Connivance. And let any indifferent Per- 
ſon judg, whether the Caſes be alike - and eſpecially in this, That 
ſuch as are Paviſt in the Vn:red Provinces have expended their 
lives and treaſures to bring ce Stare to that condition it now en- 
Joys , and.ſurely may. with good reaſon expe ſome benefit of 


. _ quiet and eaſe under the ſame : On the other ſide, our Papifts 
| have perpetually machinated, and to their Power executed Plots 


and praiſes pernicious to our preſent Government boch Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical, and thereby forfeited all ProteRion of Laws, 
and common ſufferance. | 

And whereas they never ceaſe,as with the ſwell'd cheeks of Fame 
ro ſound out their own praiſes for their late adherence to Charles 
the Firſt, in his Warrs againſt the Rebells (which is their Second 
main Topick for Indulgences;)How do thefe their Merits melt 
away, not ſo much before the Sun, as Candley ſhewing theſe 
great Flaws in their pretences, and Inſolidities? Firlt, put Caſe 
that they had done ſuch ſingular and ſignal ſervice. (though [ 


' think that the Kings Cauſe was never, inthe groſs, advanced by 


the moſt valiant common Drunkard, or noted Papiff, through 
the Scandal given to them of ſober Manners, or Religion.) = 
I they 
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they riſe in their Allegiance above the duty of Subjects # Again, 
Were they all on that ſide? Were they all ofthat mind > Did 
none of the Popiſs FaRtion, ac to the prejudice of the King ? 
Ho apparent is it, what a mixture of Papiſ#s heads there. was, in 
te laying the Defign ofthe Rebellion, as well in Exgland, as 
Ireland ?and how Prieſts of all ſorts mingled themſelves,diſguiſed 
in the Parliaments Army, to widen and inflame Differences? 
There are Treatiſes extant ſhewing this, which though peradven-- 
ture, may have over-acted their part, yet ſo much of reality do 
a | they contain, which notably may allay the braggs of unſpotted 
* mn Bi fidelity to their King and -Countrey, Biſhop #/i/iams, in a Trea- 

Dit. 000) rife be wrote in the heat,and height of Rebellion,tells us upon his* 
Myſteries, pag, Own knowledg, thar of Fifty, or Sixty Soldiers that billerted in 
52, Aathorp, there was no leſs than three or four. Papiſts of the Par- 

laments Army. Add hereunto the idle, as well as treacherous 
Piece of Mr. white, Of Government, whereby he aflerted the 
Right of Rule, belonging only to the Line of our Kings, to him 
that villanouſly Uſfurped it,or any one elſe that could get it, and 
their faithfulneG ſhrinks into a leſs compaſs. Beſides, be ic true, 
that they were fo generally Couragious, and-Faithful to their 
King, as istalk'd.of; Could no ſufficient agnition, or remunera- 
tion be thought of, but ſuch as turned to the extream dammage 
of ſuch, as were no leſs Faithful and Loyal,thanwere they ? Or, 
did they not only purchaſe glory and benefit to themſelves, but 
miſery and undoing to others, by their Merits? They were not 
(it may be as truly,as boldly ſaid )a bove theTwentierhPart of the 
Kings Forces, W hence comes it then, that they make more noiſe 
than all others? From their generous minds which they boaſt of * 
And muſt the Genetality of the Nation be certainly undon 
that they may receive therr juſt reward ? But that the whole Na- 
tion muſt ig ſhort time loſe its Religion, and Sacrifice it to theirs; 
is molt apparent, out of what hath been ſhewed of their Tenets, \. 
and Facts, who nevgr reſt xill they are chief ; and being chief,ne- 
ver ſuffer men of another Perfwafion to live, ſo much as baſely 
underthem, Butthen, muſt they,not be requited and gratified 
for their Acts > Surely,their reward: hath followed them, in that 
their Perſons and Eſtates have been Reſcued out of the hands of 
their, and our Enemies, by the favourable Influence of the Kings 
Government ; 
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Government; and more they cannot modeſtly contend foF; Or, 
if we ſhould grant a Proportion greater to them, than any of the 
Kings Subjects elfe, might it net ſuffice that they have perſonal 
Priviledges of Preferment, Dignities, or Liberty to themſelves, 
but muſt their Acts ſo far preponderate all of another Religiow 
in the ſame ſervice with them, that they ought to tranſmit to 
Poſteriry ſuch rewards ; and theſe immunities from Laws mult 
they for their ſakes be granted to all as are nothing akin t6 them 
but by Religion? But conſider we lafily, with what circum- 
ances, and-motfves, their Loyalties were qualified : and we 
may eaſily diſcern that Self. preſervation might be as ſtrong an 
argument, as was their famed Loyalty, For they ſaw plainly 
theRebel-Houſes aimed at their Ruine, and ſeized their Eſtates, 
Had they any more profitable way then left them, or probable, 
to oppoſe their Enemies, than by giving Afﬀiſtance to the King? 
And when their own Intereſt might ſuffice to joyn with him, as 
is frequent for neighbours to aſfiſt their weaker Enemies, to pre- 
vent a more potent and dangerous Adverſary ; muſt ehis be cry- 
ed up, as ſuch incomparable good Service, as can never, nor any 
other way, be recompenced but by opening a door to our wwn 
Perdition? When they ſo cheerfully, and cleerly eſponſe the 
Cauſe of King and Country againſt their Religious Intereſt, (as 
hitherto they have only joyntly with it) it will be much more 
. ſeaſonable and proper to demand ſuch Remunerations (thongh 
not ſo great) as now they expe. But ro ſtretch ro ſuch length, 
breadth, and height their late Actions by Amplifications and En- 
comiums, as if they could as eaſily merit Earth, as Heaven, by do- 
ing ſcarce their duty ; and to faign themſelves even half mad 
with admira-ion, and aſtoniſhment, that any of the Friends to : 
the King, ſhould.yet ſuſpeRt them of Diſloyalty, is but to follow 
the humor of their Religion,which teaches,Becauſe their Church 


thought for to Erre, Which yet, as unreaſanable as co -alſ»the 
World it appears, we will engage to comply with them in, when 
they ſhall be able to give bur the tithe offnſtances for their peace. 
ablene(s and loyalty, as we ſhall for their Seditions, Treaſons, 
Rebellions, and Conſpiracies againſt a[l Government not haltow= 


ed with their Profeffion, Ina word, neverlet their unparalleF'd 
| y + - confidence 
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confidence in juſtification of themſelves as to Obedience andLoy- 
alry prevaile over them, to imagine we will deny our Senſes and 
Experience, and all Record, and Hiſtories fo-:the contrary : For, 
we.e there no more ingenious way to put tlr:ſe things out of 
doubt, we would readily pawn cur Heads againſt their Beard, 
and our Lives againſt their meaneſt Limbs, that ſo far as wri- 
rings and ations paſt can give any proof of future diſp-ſitions, 
"and motions, (1 do not ſay a» Papi, but) Popery cannor conſiſt 
with the Peace of this Nation or Church, as now ettabliſhed, we 
-will undertake to Demonſtrate, when ever thy ſhall be ſo bold 
as to tempt us to put them to ſo much juſt and neceſſary ſhame, 
, And in truth, this has been ſo far and fylly done, and that lately 
by others, that were, it my preſent deſign (as it is not) to pgint 
 themout in their Poſtures,and Colours,the labour would be un- © 
neceſſary: This therefore will I leave for them to be ſillaſtoniſh- 
ed at, and me to prove; Thata Papiſt,as a Papiſ and following 
the moſt received and current Doctrine taught by that Church, 
(ſomeI eafyy grant, as in all other points, may vary ſomewhat, tut 
they are but few,and contemptible with them, }and put in praQiſe 
can never bea Loyal Subject,under arty Prince not of the Rowi/h- 
Charch, any longer than neceſſity humbles him, and deſpair of 
proſperous ſucceſs keeps him tame. Let us therefore hear what the 
other Extream, the P#ritan, hath to plead for, or rather againſt, 
himſelf, and whether he be a Child of better hopes, who gives 
us = very ſame promiſes with the other, and himſelf the ſame 
praiſes. 


% 


— 


C HA P.. -VIL. 


The Opinions and PraGice of Puritans, dire#ly oppoſite to 
that kjnd of Liberty of Conſcience they argue for,and 
at preſent deſire. | | 
T hath been obſerved by ſome, that the Je/nites and Puritans 
had their Original at the ſame time,with the difference of one 
year only, For the- Pzrizans began to ſhew their Head in the 
year 1536; and the 7e/aitcs were admitted at Rome in the 
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year 1537. But $Saxders and Gexebrard affirm they (| up in the 

year . 6. And I have heard the Provideues of Gy ora ee 
the Church admired and magnified amongſt Foreign Papifts, who at Genebrardus. 
the ſame time that the Presbyterians aroſe, ſtirred up the Jeſuites to ©797%% 4nn0 | 
oppoſe andcountermine them, And_I find it one of the beſtpopular p 
arguments in the mouths, and lately in the writings,of Presbyterians, 

That they ought to be tolerated, and not only ſo but cheriſhed in this 

Church,for their ſingular enmity and oppoſition to Pepery.; which, 

when they are once put down, they give out muſt needs enter in. 

For thus ſpeakg, one of no ſmall account with them, Aud verily if Fobn Corbers 
there wee a deſigs to reconcile England to Rome, let all means be In'<relt of 
uſed totally to quaſh the Puritans or Presbyterians; but :f England -— 24 Page 

wall keep her ſelf pure from Romiſh abowinations, let her be a kind © 
> Mather tothrſe her Childrep ; for this Intereſt is one chief ſtrength 
ef tie Reformed P roteſt ast Religuon, Thus he. : | 
An argument, as current as1t is, this is, conſiſting equally of Folly 
and Knayery, as will thus appear. Firſt, becaufe we having found by 
direful experience that the Presbyterians, as well as the Papiſts, have 
not otly contrived and conſpired againſt our Churches welfare, but 
have aQually. moft ſcandaloufly and cruelly endeavoured the utter 
overthroy of the ſame, and till Rick firmly ro the ſame Principles, 
which: inſtigated them to ſuch unnatural and unjuft praiſes ; may 
not their argument (as indeed it hath been) be turned thus again( 
them for the Papiſts ? Vetily if there be a deſign to become Presby- 
terians, thenlet the Papilis be totally quaſhed ; but if England will 
keep her ſelf pure from the Dominations of Scottiſh Presbytery, then 
let her be kind to the Papifts, who have done as much againſt them 
as they have againſt the Papiſts;thus does the exiream vanity of their 
argument appear ; the only courſe to preſerve our ſelves'in peace 
and unity being toſervethem both alike. Again, were it ſo that by 
accident_(for 1t cannot be ſaid out of defign to the good of our 
Church) either of them might contribute ſomewhat to the oood of 
the Church as now eſtabliſhed, the rule which Seneca gives us in | 
ſuch caſes is not to be neglefted, MNon'rdeo:witia recipienda ſurt Seneca lib. r« 
quia aliquando al quid bon i ffecerunt, © Evils are not to be admitted, £9? 12. 
© becauſe at certain times they have had ſome good effet. So nei- 
ther ought we torun to Popery for fear of Presbytery, nor-run to 
Presbytery, for fear of Popery. But the way of arguing is likewiſe 
: | very - 
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(62) : 
wery knaviſh,inthat by implication, a wicked ſlander is caſt upon our 
Church, that it muſt needs favour Popery, 1f Puritaviſm- be wholly 
rejected ; But if we deny them-ſuch prevaricating Reaſonings, we 
cut them out of all their prime confidences, and take away their moſt 
principat and ſucceſsful Weapons. Therefore, leaving this, let us 
come nearer to their teſtimonies againſt themſelves; In which, 
becauſe they pretend great reverence to Foreign Divines of 
the Reformation, it - will not be much < out of the 
way to ſet down one or to of their Authorities againſt 
them, 57 | 547 
| Bezade Heres It is well known that Beza hath written, a Tracate on purpoſe, 
| zicis 4 Magi- That Magiſtrates may, and ought to puniſh Hereticks, which they 
| #ratu puni- of his fide, who doubt of this point, may turn to, and be convinced, 
_— I ſhall cite this only paſſage out of him, and ſo leave him, Cees 
zgitar Chriſta quo jure flagella bis corripuut? Quo jure PetruseAnna- 
nlam & Sapphiram occidit? Quo jure Paulus Elymam excacau ? 
Num Ecclefraftici Miniſters ? Fdinine profettd, cc. '[ you that 
hold that the Magiſtrate ought not to puniſh Hereticks) Tell me I 
pray, By what authority did Chriſt twice take a whip up? By what 
amthority did Peter put to death Awnanias and Sapybira? By what 
authority did Pex/ put out the eyes of E/yyz4 ? What, by the 
Ecclefiaſtical Minifiry > Nothing leſs truly, unleſs thou wilt con- 
fcund Juriſditions, ' Therefore was it done by the authority of the 
Civil Magiſtrate : For, there is no third way. $ 
Peter Martyr writeth not only againſt profeſſed Hereticks, but 
ſuch as call themſelves tender-canſcienc'd men too, allowing them 
| toleration no longer than they may receive ſufficient inſtruion ; 
|  PetrusMartyr and addeth, mo neque inipfir medizs rebus Infirmis et aſſenticndum, 
| Loc. Com.Claſ. y5ſi tamtiſper dum muling ac perſefins doceantur, Ac cum rim, &c, 
2.cap. 4.uMb. 6 Yea, neither in things indifferent are we to yield to the weak, -un- 
32-Vc <« [eſsfor awhile, until theymay be better and more fully inſtructed: 
© But ſo ſoon as they have underſtood the matter, and yetare doubt- 
© ful, their weakneſs is not to be cheriſhed. Beſides, ſo much ought 
© not tobe attributed unto ſuch, as that by our example ive ſhould 
© hurt others, and more of the members of Chrift, Thus Martyr. 
And it is to us plain (however they muſt and-may be of another opi- 
nion) that by giving way to them that thus pretend tender Conſci- 
ences, we ſhould offend Conſciences a great deal better (etled, 
and 
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and more to be regarded and valued than theirs, which (as experi-- - 
ence from cruel havock they have made in Church and Common- 
wealth, ailures us) ſtrain at a gnat and ſwallow a Camel. : 

And what other courſe took the Contra-rewon/traxts againſt their 
Brethren in the Nether /ands, after the Council of Dore, but this, 
when they refuſed to ſubmit to theſentence then given ? They de- 49, 5,401: 
creed, That gvery one ſhould be deprived of all, as well Eccleſi« pag. 324. : 
aftical as. Scholaſtical Offices, who refuſed to fubmit_punRually to | 
the Acts of the Synod ; and, that no man ſhould be admitted to 
the Miniſtry for the time to come, who refuſed to ſubſcribe to the $9999! Re- 
Doctrine there declared, and preach according unto the ſame: And |, —_ = 
in purſuance of that final determination, no fewer than tiyo hundred *' * 
of tae Oppoſite Party, who could not canform to the Acts thereof, 
were forthwith baniſhed the Country ; a Proclamaticn following 
them from the Magiſtrate, Thatno Man ſhould afford them any help 
cr maintenance. Does not this match for a hair the extreameſt 
perſecution can at preſent be objected to the Church againſt Puri- 
rans ? Or rather doth it not exceed it ? | 

Bullinger telleth us with full approbation and commendation, _ 
Dudum D. Urbants Regins und cuns onnuibuu Litneburgenfibus Ec- BY Uingerus 
cleſie Minftris, edits etiam libro Germanieo jure divine 7 hu. _ __— 
mano corrceri Heretires', thm etiam jue ali ; fi non defi- ,., CA. 
nant impia,ctc, i.e, * Matter Arbanus Regras, together ith all the vini Epi 7olas, 
©Minilters of Lumncherg hath lately publiſhed a Baok in'the German 
< tongue, whereby he theweth that by the Law of God and Man, 
© and Civil Law too, Herericks ought to be refirained, -if they ceaſe 
© not to ſcatter wicked Do&rines, ar have ſcatter'd hlaſphemies a» 
< aint God, Andinthe ſame Epiſtle he telleth us, Not long fince. 
Tt14n,an alien Anabaptiſt, an Hebionite, and Helwididan was caſt 
into priſon by the three Confederate Countries of Rhetias, and had 
© been burnt, had he not made a Recantation;and yet, notwithRanding 
© that, was whipt by the Court. | = 

And what Calvin's opinion was in this point we needed not 10- 
quire further-than we are taught from his FaQt, principally in cauting 
Servetys to be burnt at Geneve, But his Inflitutions and Epilites,, 
where he is much diſpleaſed with good Melanithon for firaitning 
the breaches, and qualifying the diftempers of both fides; and on . 
the other fide, his Bock againtd the Axebapts/fs do clearly ſhew and 
prove unto-us, But 
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ly concerning the opinions of Foreign Divines in the caſe of con. 

ncrtheut the granting liberty to ſcrupulous perſons in matters of 

Indiff:rency, may Conſult Monſter Durels diligent ColleStions of 

* ſeveral of them, negatively concluding againlt Liberty in indifferent 

things, to any or many ſingle perſons, contrary to the conſtitutions of 

a Church: Andin truth, they that contend for the ſam? cannot ſhew 

| a Church upon earth that indulges ſo far. So equal and ingenuous 

Bilſon's Dif. TE they to tug fo undeniably for it of us. But I noiv drayy home- 

ference of Ward, where I may be the more brief, becauſe Biſhop B:/ſox hath to 

Chriſtian O- any reaſonable mans hand, already proved this Theſis, That Magi- 

bedience ftrates may compell their SubjeRs againſt their pretended conſcien- 
| from, &&.. (6 to Ecclefiattical Orders. | 

DS .Who of them can refuſe Mr, Cartwright , the Aurhors of the 

, Admonition compiled in Queen Ehzabeths days, and many Suppli- 

cations to the: Parliaments in thoſe days? do not rney all run 1n one 

rain of aboliſhing utterly the eſtabliſhed Government ? and 

CartYrright in particular excepting againſt the Common Prayer for 

permitting the people to depart at the time of Communion ; ſaith, 

Th. Cartwright * Tt ought to provide that all thoſe who would withdray,themſ-lves, 

Reply to * ſhculd be by Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline at all times, 'and nov alſo 


Whirgiſt. P38 © under a Godly, 8c, | by Civil puniſhment brought 

We © to communicate with their Brethrev, And this is the Law of God, 
© and this«is now, and hath been, the praiſe of the Churches 
Reformed, &c. 


And I hope they take not Mr, Perkzus to be any of their Enemies, 
though I think he had teo much Learning and Honeſty to be © Fautor 
of ſuch defignes and praRtiſes as are now on Foot : He, in a certain 
: place, writes thus, * In perſecution of the Church by Pas/, two 
| Up wa. $ points are to be conſidered, The manner 6r meaſure; and accom- 
"# 14. peg. © Pliſhment ; the manner is, That he perſecated the Chnrch ex- 
201, © 202, © treamly, or above meaſure. That which Pas! did in his Religion 
vide. * we muſt do in ours, His meaning plainly is, That as Pas! in a 

falſe Religion agd Zeal did perſecute the true, ſo we in the true (and 

ſurely every man ſuppoſes himſelf of the true Religion) ought to 

| p=rſecute the falſe. And afterward he hath theſe words, © The Tole- 

fd. Galar, 5. * ration of to Religions in one Kingdom is the overthrow of Peace. 


Is. And in another place of the ſame Comment updn the a » 
| ; ” 
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© Butwhoever pleaſeth to ſatisfie himſelf more fully and particular- 
* 


| (65) * : 
hath theſe words, * For this cauſe, the fewes had but one Temple, 14,@,1«r.3.24 
© one Mercy-ſeat, one High-Prieſt, &c. Hence it follows, that'in pag. 289. 
© aſl Godly Chriſtian Commonywealths where true Religion is efta- 
© bliſhed, there may be no Toleration of any other Religion . For, 
© that which is the end of Gods Laws, mult likewiſe be the end of 
© all good Laws, in all Commonyvealths and Kingdoms, namely to 
* ſhutup the people into theunity of one Faith, Thus far Mr, Per- 
kins, And before all theſe he gives a notable reaſon for.Conkrainr, 
« For, ſaith he, The multitule of people among us arc like Wax, 14, G@u1a. i, 
© and are fit to take the ſtamp and impreſſion of any Religion ; and 6,7. 
* it is the Layy of the Land, that makes moſt receive the Goſpel, and 
* not Conſcience, And as he brings a reaſon here for conſicaint, ſo 
doth heelſe where remove an Objection commonly brought againſt 
it; which is this, © It may be ſaid, that Faith and Conſcience are 14.Galae. 5. 
* free, I anſver (ſaith he though Faith in the heart, and Canſci- 15. 
.© ence be free in reſpe& of mans authority, yet is not the publiſhing 
© of Faith: and Profeſſion of Conſcience free in like ſort, but it 
«ſands ſubze& tothe power of the Magiſtrate. 
But it is time now to deſcend yet tower to the DoAtrine of ſuch 
ho were of the ſame Confederacy with the preſent ſuers for liberty. 
In the year of our Lord 1641, Mr. Marſhal preached his famous - 
piece on Numbers 23.5. of, Curſe ye Meroz ; which is nothing leſs Mr. 2ar/ha! 
than Toleration 'of tender Conſciences (if ic be lawful to ſuppoſe his Sermon | 
any conſcience can be tender which differs from them) but drives on —_ _ | 
with a fury them who jvere not backward to oppreſs men in their 0 124t + } 
Conſciences and Religion, Among(t other things this he leaves . | 
with-his Auditors, coming to Application, that being obliged to 
curſe their Adverſaries, this Curſing conſifted in two things, ale- 
dicere Verbs, and Malefacere Re, They were to Curſe or ſpeak 
evil of them-in Word, And they were to do them miſchief"in 
Mr, Faircloth,pre:ching in the ſame year, againſt Achavrs Villany, Sam. Faircloth 
and Joſnah's zeal againſt him, declares much againſt the 4Fchans Sermon be- | 
that hindered the intended Reformation, and the toleration of the _— 
Churgh-party, yea, againit- Procraſtination of Severities -againſt ons, 
them;,/Pig-.97% Def2...q.: And peg. 40, 41+ he; anſereth the argu- apr.q.16 41. 
ment -of Jag taken from Fabire. Maxinms, with Application, a » 
x, of Praiſe, -2, of Prayer, Then comes he to Mo-ives - of 1s P2244» 45.4 
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God's will, you make ſpeed. 2. Achaw make ſpeed to do hurt. 
3. Delay hinders the joy and jubilee of the Church, - 4. Ye ſhall 
bring bleſſings to your ſelves. 5. Juſtice executed on them, is the 
only end of all your Prayers, Thus he, Now if they by an ufur- 
ped authority ating, taught fuch zeal againſt their Superiors ;' can 


they hold it unreaſonable that Legal authority ſhould proceed accor- 


Cart<vright 


ding to their own Maxims ? But ſhall not need to repeat nnu+ 
merable inttances which might be given of their impatience at the 
name of Toleration or Moderation, which they were wont to brand 
with the note of Deteſtable Neutrality. What was that language or 
delign which Cartwrizht of old taught our late ſlicklers , ' but a 
thorow Reformation ? and how did he, and they after him,propound 


Preface to his the examples of Exechiah, Toſiab, and Jehoſhap*at, for that they 


Reply. 


Cartwright 
Preface to 
kis Reply. 


made jyhole and thorow- Reformation, &c. and is there any amongl(t 
them, or us,ſo ignorant that knows.not what they meant by thorow- 
Reformation ? and that iy truth, as their Covenants and ARions de- 
monſirated, was nothing-elſe but the utter exſtirpation of the e- 
Rabliſhed Governmeat and ſubverſion of the Church then, and ſo 
confiituted; Burt peradventure they would nov for peace ſake (and 
ſo ought ie to) divide and ſhare alike, I know this 1s the tale they 
have got at their tongues end now a.days, whereby they procure the 
eſteem by ſome, of Moderate Men, ' But is this ith any ſerious or 
diſcerning man a tolerable argument for them, when as never were 
there any perſons ſo violent, rank, or extream in their principles but 
when they found it not poſſible ts obtain what their principles, and 
defien impell them to contend for,feem at leaft ſatisfied with ſo much 
a5 they can get, though they will no longer reſt ſo than advantage 
fhall carry themfurther, But let us hear what Mr, Carewrizht ſpake, 
'when the FaRion was low, again ſuch a peace as now is preferred to 
ws: And you may notonly read the ſame deſign, but words and ar- 
guments exaRly in theſe more modern Reformers, which Mr, Ce-t- 
wright had, and the ſame ſpirit aQing both him and theſe, ©Peace 
* {{aith he) is commended tous with theſe conditions. {Tf it be poſ- 
* ible, if it fies in ns.] Now itiis not poſſible. it lieth not in us, to 
Econceal thEtruth 5 we can do nothing againſt it, but for it. Tt is 
a prophane ſaying of « prophave. Min, That a» wjnſf prder'is better 
thay a juſt Far + Who ſees'not from hence moſt plainly, that no- 
thing but every thing will ſatisfie theſe men ?- And do they not hold 
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that an unj e, whereby they are kept in quiet without their 
difcipline —_— not that Mm War which is Sk for its ſake? 
More @ great deal (all know) might be: added: agaioſc them from 
their own mouths and haids ; be that fill dovbts mry 150k into that 
Treatiſe called Evange/iinns Armatum; winch, though an imper.. 
fe, and indeed an abortive piece in compariſon of what was due to 
ſuch a ſubje&, yet doth ſufficiently declare their tempers and conſti- 
tutions to be againſt all mediocrity or compounding of Differences, 
I have hot touchediany thing therein ; . nor. is that famous. Mr. Love 
the Preebytetian. Martyr there mentioned (as I remember) or at 
leaſt ,net his Ranting and Railings at the attempted or pretended ac- 
commodation to be made by the: Presbyterian Fation at UVxbridg, 
with the King ; nor his Sermon at- 7Yimdſer, where, in the flame of 
his-zeat for the Cauſe, he'exborted the people to ſell their- Bibles, 
and buy Muskets to fight againſtthe King, and being = he ſu | 
ſed) lead to it by his Text, ſpake thus, That if God. ſhould 4 
fore the King's Party, He ſhould be the greateſt ſinner upon. Earth : 
which paſſage ſo exorbitant being heard andexcepted againſt by one 
of the Church'of Exzg/«nd, he was calledito account for ſpeaking ir- 
reverently.of Mr, Love, before the Governous of Findſor Cale; 
but publickly affirming and proving the ſame tobe as he reported, 
by appeal to many Auditors of his, then prefent, yho:could-notdeny 
they heard thewords ; hewg rebuked for not aaking che beſt con. 
ftrucion of what godly mer; taught,, The ſame Mr, Zove (ſo paci- 
fick and charitable a. ſpirit are they aRed by) mounting the Scaffold 
at the Execution of the moſt Reverend: Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
put" to death to'(atiate the Seors appetite, and ſuch as ſymbolize with 
the, afcer Prelatical. blood,with greateſt" exſultation ſpringing'at 
the kght,. utter'd theſe words, Art thou come Little 9:2. 1 am 
olad toſee thee here, and lope to ſee- the'reſt cf the Biſhops: here 
e're long: And that moſt innocent blood being ſhed on the Stage at 
his beheading,he took outhis Handkerchief and-tinined it therewith; 
and the'Murther being over he rode with it to'Uxindg,and drawing 
it forth in the preſence of-divers perſons ſpake thus moli triumphant 
ly, Here is the blood of that proud Prelate', I hope for more of their _ 
bloods &re long,Which Mr. A.F. Commiſſaryto the Earl of Eſrx 
hearing, ſaid to ſome then -preſem, and.divets elſewliere afterivards 
before his death; that he: could not believe ſuch a blogdy man w__ 
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die in his bed. And fo by the ſtrange and juſt hind of Providence it 
Came to pais,himſelf ſuffered in che very ſame manner that he had 
rejoyced toſcein others. But yet becaule he made uſe of the King's 
name to advance his Presbytery from Sco land inte England, this 
mult be ſet on the ſcore as an high inliance to prove,what good Sub- 
« jects Presbytecians can be , when their Diicipline requires it, 

But paſſing fimple authorities and teſtimonies of Puritans again . 
themſelves pleading for Toleration;we may com: to a further double. 
f.I1f-condemnation of them, And to this end I might inſert -here 
what hath been ſo lately reprinted and publiſhed cf the Presbyterian 


| A Letter of Brethren of Sion-Coſledg, or : Miniſters of the City of Zondox, to 


the Miniſters their Brethren of the Synod then at Weſiminſter, againſi Foleration 


| of Loudon, of Iydepenzents, Which is ſo pregnant and cutting a way of argn- 

| 11 aq ivg ag2inſt them, that I know not what poſſibly can be urged more. 
| Synod of : 
| ones a» -they will bluſh (who have not forſworn it) to ſay,we have aty grea- 


juſtly and reaſonably by us, or leſs anſwered by them, For, I think. 


gainſtTolerz- ter or better grounds to tolerate them, than they the Independents. 


| tion,” rinted. Eg my part,I could never underſiand they had any - Authority over 


theſe, or the ſeparation of Independents from Presbytery was ever 
any more a Schiſm than the Presbyterians oppoſition to,or ſeparation- 
from, the Independents. For, though both of them (I mean ſome of ' 
both Parties) might be ſaid in ſome ſenſe to be of a Church, neither 
of them were ever a true Church,as buvgled and patched together by - 
their novel imaginations. Yet ſuch was the jealouſie and emulation 
of Presbyterians, that they would by no means have any co-ordi- 
nate Faction with their own,ſuffered. | | 
I had once therefore detezmined,to the end that all the World, 
and eſpecially themſelves, might ſtand conviRed of the unreaſo- 
nableneſs of their demands and expeRations at preſent,. to give 
the ſum of their arguments ; but confidering how ſmalla Trea- 
tiſe that is, and how lately it is come forth, 1 ſhall preſume that 
it is already well known, And I ſhaflonly give the ſum of Mr. 
Fawards Reafons, famous for his Pieces called the Gaugreen, 
wherein be argues tirenuouſly againſt the Toleration of vdepen- 
Reaſons a- 775 then, and of, hisown Party now, To prove this then more 
eainſtTolera- Methodically and ſtrongly, he lays theſe two general grounds 
tion, Auno « Toleration, Firſt,ſays he, Apoſtolical Practice is againii 
164.1 is. Secondly, It cauſes men to runiato the Violation y_ the 
conſtant 


conſiant pradtiſe and example of the Chitrch,' during all che time 
of the Apoſtles : 'and pars Churches upor praQiſes that are ab- * 
ſard, -and unreaſonable, and-prejudicial tothe good of Souls 3 
That Government that is not of Divide IAliitution,is not to be're-. 
ceived : But the Independent doit fo; fantMr, Edwards ;'and we * 
much more juſtly, Butthe Prerbjrevian doth fo, "And we prove Pug. 3+ 4+ 
it by Mr, Edwards his words following,' They force men to have 
Miniſters and Officers without bring Ordained, contrary to the” 
praftice of the Churches. all along the New Teftament: as AQ, 6. 
v.6. AR. 4.23, No man Vanj Ovtaivied Officer of the Church, 
Without Ordivation : Let” them 'proauct one Inſtanci if they car.” 
Thus Mr. 'Edwards: Now, Mr.*Eward} being "dead; \ inhis 
ſtead challenge any, yea,all the Presbyzerianc, to give 'one In- 
ſtance thorow-all'the Old, 'or | New-Teflament, of the whole 
Church of God for 1500 yeats ſince the Incarnation, that a na- 
ked Prechyter,or Prieſt, ever Otlained; or,if by higheff-Uſurpa- 
tion, they did attempt ſucka'thing at 'any time; ſuch Ordination 
was ever accepted; or held good by the: Church, 'But'Tdefire 
they woyld find ſome better ground to prove this, than the Iden- 
riry of Biſhop and Presbyter anciently-; For Firſt, this is no-leſs [+ 
doubted of , than that -they would prove byir, Secondly, If "i 
becauſe St. Hierome-is thought to have been of that Opinion, i 
(as ſome take his words) we ſhould fuppole, -and riot grant, that 
they were To once, it proves _ : when itis moſt cer- 
tain they are not ſo, nor have been'ſo, for many hundred yeats. 
And therefore men and women both, impoſing hands upon their - 
. Paſtor among I»lependents,if the Ordination of: theſe' be con- 
demned by Presbyterians ;, the Presbjtirians Ordination may al- 
together be of no accointi'among us; fo DE TT 
After this Mr. Edwards proceeds to proye* particularly,” Tfiat ., 1.1: 
Toleration is notto be allowed : "And 'Fit{t,'from the Vanity 0s 
and Impertinency of the texts of Scripture brought to prove it, 
** For though (ſaith he)- che Scripture ſpeakFmauch for Tolera- 
*ting and bearing one with another'in'many tliings,both in'tnat-: 
© ters of Opinion and Praciiſe, asrheſepiaces teliifigy Rim! 14, 
© 1,2, 355 13) 14,0." Row:15;142,7, Epbiſi 4,15. Philip. 
«© 3. v.15,16. Yet, when differences come either to- Mereſie- or 
< Fchiſm,and Points tobe-maintaind by men,(o as to _— = 
* ailtur 


| 
| 
| 
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(70) 
« 4ifturb, the Churcls, then the Scriptures are expreſs againſt 
"their Toleratian and ſufferance,requiriag them who have Pow- 
© er,.to hinder is, as -may:; be ſeen, Revsl. 2.20. Titzs. i, v. 0s 
<Tit,3.19. . Gals; 5.44 30,12. and-ſo on; And are, not the - 
differences.now.amon — to Schiſmatical _ Sedi- 
tioge Diwſoons amonglit-us, 2 are. they Men any longer to be Tole.. 
rated? "4 ada the, following Reaſons,only intende 
for the uſe of Prechytery,but.muit loſe all their yertue and validi- 
ty, when chat is.the Cafe agpjn&:which they make directly ? 
Secandly, tre at. the ſame. time aniwers. a Principal argament. 
naw. in.great uſe ;. and.confirms. his Theſischus. ** Fhe-Tolera- 
<« ta deſiredwill not belptq hedlave Sabiſms and. Rents'of this: 
< Church, but will much foment and encreaſe them, For whileſt 
* ſome Congregations, and theyaccounted of note both for Mi- 
_ ©« nifters,;and. People, wif! not ſubmit. to the Reformation,and 
* Government ſecled by Law ;;this will breed-in the Peoples: 
<«< mindsmany thoughts ex -»4twrs 14,that this.Church is not ſet- 
© led aecqrdingto,the word af God, and is unlawful, &c, Rea- 
© ſors bereof follow.. biogas nd eg;h 
2. ** This Toleration will.not.only breed Diviſions and Schiſms 
© diſturbing the Peace of Churches and Towns, by ſetting them 
© who are of different Families, and moxe zemote; Relations, one 
*< againſt another , but.it will undoubtedly cauſe much Diftur- 
** bance,Diſcontents, andDivilions between the neareft Relations 
<« of Husbands:and Wives, . Fathers and Children, Brothers and 
<« Siſters, Malers. and Seryants; the Husband being of one 
« Churchandche Waſe of another, &g,,  » - | 
_*©.4+ There will be-.great danger of continual Diviſions, 
<« Diſtraions, and Diſputes.among us,. not only from the Diffe- 
< rent Form,of-Gavernment and Worſhip in their Churches and 
<< ours; but from other Doctrines and Practiſes held by ſome of 
* them for the preſent, _ 13 | 
- 5. © The moſt eminent Miniſters of this:Kingdom for grace, 
* oarts,and 1abours,, can havelittle aſſurance of the continuance 
< of. their Flocks to them, ifſuch a Toleration be granted ; For 
©. they will draw. away their People-and admit them into their 
*« Churches, and even gather. and'encreaſe- their Churches out 
+* of the labours of the, beſt Miniſters,. &re.. by 
*& =" 
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- &.' © Jexvill be, undoubtedly; a meas and way ofrheirinfinice 


Y gang and Encreaſe , even tp encreafe them thirty 
** Fold. 

7. © The prime and Fundamental Principles of this Independent 
* (and likewiſe Presbyterian) way, upon which they erect their 
& Church-way, are very prejudicial and dangerous, and unſuffe. 
* rable to this Kingdom. 

8. © Thele /»dependents, (and much more Presbyterian) men 
<«< where they have power, would not givea Toleration'for any 
* other Ecclefiaſtseal Government, orChurches bur in rheic own 
« way: They would not ſuffer men of other Opinions in- 
© Doctrine and Goverfiment, -to- five;within the bouts of ther 
& Patent, though at the fartheſt bounds;' but have Baniſhed 
« them, &c. be der Hs Kh W's 

9. ©* A Toleration may be demanded upon the ſame grounds 
<* for all the rigid Fiowni| sof the Kingdom;and for Al ems 
« baptifts; Familiſts, and other Sitarizs, who profes *tis:Conſcis 
6 ence in them, z6 ' 9:99 TO RARE HETEL.EST a 
' And thus you have the Heads of the: P/erbyrerjan Reaxoris in 
the Words of Mr. Edwirds* whictr.if they may.not be more 
ſtrongly turned againſt themſelves, now moving for Tolcration, 
FI muſt profeſs my ſelf to undetſiand neicher Them,nor their: 04 
gick, nor the” ZEng/iſs Tongue, And (if men will fl: perfiſt in 
their unſcaſoneble,unredſomble; and: wnconſciomablel demands 
againſt all theſe ſo irrefragable Arguments td: the contrary; 
we have nothing left. but: '0ur' Prayers, Tears, and Confuſion, 


which our notorious Flagrant Sins have brought upon us: And. 


if Authority defertsus with fuch advanayes on dur fides, 'as no= 
thing-0n Earth can minifter greater; norany tquatJudg require 
better , we ſhall eaſily ſeefrom whence this ſuxigthtarcomes, and 
why, - {ter for any _ in this Cale done $oneAindgonilts) 
= becauſe we have ſinned, and are come down. wonder. 

ay... DT TO SO C1. 21, 008 RT 

- I mighthere concludeall; bur thar,-as1 have difputed”againft 
cherw'ouriof their ewnmou and dooks';:foT jadg x:nor {thy 
pertinent'roſhow-the* inſuffidiencyof their reatons from .cheir 
anſwers; or fach as they'are not wort to queſtion, — 
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x ey are: to' expreds. | And: having .by the way anſwered ſome 
- Arm one or two, may ſuffice to be here touched, 


CHAP. VIN. 


Certain. Exceptions, which may be made by Puritans 
 . againſt what hath been delivered, anſwered. 


V 'E have already. prevented:the vulgar,and-general Re- 
"Y. fuges,made by ignoranc and undifcerning men againſt 
the way of our Church, and in behalf of their Diſcipline, taken 
from the miſ-underſtanding of Tyranny, Extreams, Maderation, 
and. Chriltian Liberty :-wich which Notions, Seducers are wont 
to. make a preatſhow amongſt well-effected, bur ill-adviſed Peo.- 
ple. We have likewiſe even now anſwered that which, they offer 
to the People plauſiblyinmoſt of their late books,thqugh' here- 
toforewe could never wring aſyllable from them to that purpoſe, 
from the great benefit of the Peace of the Church; out of Mr. 
Cartwright and Mr. Edwards. And that ObjeRion js likewiſe 
removed b& Mr; Perkins moſt clearly, which urges us; that Con. 
ſcience is Ercerand cannot be forced. ./;$o that there appears not. 
much to remain behind; alledged-by them, deſerving further an-. 
ſwer. Yet two, or three things we ſhell add out of them, to the. 
former; and 'foend;. '- PO Ted nhev 

- And Firſt, -Lfore ſee-it-may.be_Excepted, that our: diſcourſe 
eneral[ly.raps againſt: grievous. Herericks, where we ſhew che: 
Bode Prddtiſe of the ancient Church:againtthem, which: 
will noe hold againft thoſe of our days and-Church,. who are no- 

Hereticks,; To which I thus anſwer: ? | 
- Firſt, That according to the ſenſe of the Code, the Laws 
made againſt-Herericks do:comprehend.$chiſmaticks, and ſuch as 
differ: from the' Church in le d lighter matters. Here: 
740 \anterm vocatude continenturs © latis, fuer {ns c95 ſantionibus,; 
ſaccumbere debents gui wel lews argumentaAjudicio Catholice Relipi-- 
$r& tramite deetit; fſuerint deviare.i, e * Under the name of 
| 6 Hertticks, 


03) 
* Hereticks,ave comprehended,and ouohtto'be puniſped by the Sanfti 
** 0975 made agatyſt them, all ſuch as are found toſweive in a light 
matter f-om the judgment, and path of C atholuck Religion, Second* 
ly, They themſelves,(as appears plainly by Mr. Edwards his Rea- 
ſons) will no more ſuffer Schiſmaricks, (no not their brethren the 
Tndependents, whom they dare not call Here ticks, and who had 


deſerved ſo well at their hands, (which as yet they never did at 


ours) than Hereticks, 31y, The practiſe of the ancient {.hurch 
as in part we have ſhewed, did alwaies perſecute Schiſmaticky as 
well as Hereticks. 41y, The Pleas and Excuſe of our Diffentors 
are not ſo allowable in the:principle point of Herefie, as are 
moſt Hererichs.For,there being two Efſencial parts of Heefie gene- 
rally received, A Formal part, conſiſting in the pravity of the 
mind, and difpoſition of the heart, and obſtinacy of the will , 
Anda Material part, confiſtingin the Excour it ſelf maintained : 
Men of our Ape and Countrey, have moreiof the'Formality of 
Hereticks, than they who are«diret Hereticks: Foraſmuch. as 
an Heretick erring in Articles of Faich, may be truly ſaid, and 
allowed to make a conſcience of what he ( though Erroniouſly) 
believes :- for being matters of Faith,theyare proper Objecs of 
Conſcience, whoſe Sphere is good, and Evil..- But they who do 
not differ, nor diſſent (as they ſay) in Matters of Faith from che. 
Church, but yer keep themſelves at a diliance from the: Autority. 
of the ſame, may indeed (whether we will or no) call their 
diſſentirg by the name of Conſcience; but jt is well known in 
reaſon, or propriety of ſpeech, it cannot be ſv termed ; when 
there not ſo muchas appears Good, or Evil, inthe thiag ir ſelf x 
And therefore it muit of neceſticy be Reſolurcion:not-to agree or 
yield, and that is nothing elſe but obſtinacy, as their own: juſtifi 
cations do imply, when, being demanded; why they cannot in 
Conſcience comply ?.-They (to my knowledge) anſwer, They 
cannot do it, Fifihly, As Mr. Zdwaras faid againſt the [ndepen- 
dents, we may ſay againſt the Presbyte-ians, viz. - Thatwe know: 
not the botrom-of their: Reformatzon,nor where it wil! end, nor 
what ir doth hold, notwithitanding their publiſhed Confellions, 
and Carechiſms' Larger, or Leſſer ; there being infinite Points, 
which, like obſtructions to a man travailing by Mapps wlien they 
ſhall. come tq put.ig practice, @H] ariſe. unexpectedly; And: be- 


le, 


lides Mr. Carowrjghtywhong theyfallowss their, Mogerit Apo. | 
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Alegtells us in their Read;Corrary of the thing) we tard upon are ſach, 
that if every hair of our head were a life, weought to afford 
them for the defence of they, Again, in the ſame Treatiſe he re- 
proveth Biſhop #/hgift for diſtinguiſhing between matters of Faith 
and neceſlary to Salvation ; and Ceremonies Orders and Diſcjpline 
of the Church;as-though (ſaith he) matters of Diſcipline and kind of 
Government were not matters neceſlary to Salvation and of Faith, 
Are theſe men underſtoodor to be truſted, when theyſay,theydemand 
only ſuch things as we may eaſily grant? Will they lay doin their 
lives for them ? | N 

Secondly, 'They profels that they are ready to cometup to uszif we 
wou!d grant certain light matters, | ; 

But with what truth and ſincerity let their ARions all along ſpeak, 
which aimed at nothing leſs than the ruin and abſolute diflolution of 
our Church, And tet Thawas Cartwreght in the next place tell us in 
thefe words, Tuderd it were more ſafe for. ws to conform our indiff vet 
Ce: emenes to the Turks which are fer-off, than to the Papifts which 
are ſo near, Andwe well know how altogether Popiſh we are in our 
Ceremonies, according to their opinion, And we being as near their 
Diſcipline, as they are to our Ceremonies, and Government, may 
we-not as ell ſay, lndeedit were more ſafe for us to conform our in- 
different Ceremonies to the: Heathens, than to the Diſciplinarians, 
which are ſo near? And thus ye fee; how, according to their principles 
we are like to come toa =_ agreement, and an happy compoſure, 
381yhen they would ſmogth over the matter they diflemblingly ſpeak, 
calling ſmall and new Acquifiions, Moderation, 

- Thirdly, Thty ſay, that Indifferent things ought to remain ſo, 
and they ought not to.be obliged any furcher than Chriſt and the 
Scripture binds them, 

The firſt part of this argument 18 as falſe, dangerous and perni- 
Cious to all Churches and- all Ecclehiaftical Authority, as the wit of 


man can invent any thing ; and is quite contrary to Scriptures, which 


requireobedience (as likewiſe 'themſelves do being in power) to Su- 
periors. And therefore to deny Superiors, that wherein only their 
power is ſeen and exerciſed, is to take away what the Scripture grants 
them, Now to the ſecond part, Chriſt and the Scripture oblige men 
to be ſubjeR in ſuch caſes to men: And Catejn expreſsly ſ:ith, Jm- 
probare quod nunquam improbavit Degs, nine} bam nm 1nquam 
mortali temernatis & arrogantia + - Hoe atom perpetnd tentamus, 

- uſur pari, 


(75) | 
»/arpari, &c. 5, +, © To tondetin thit which God never Con- 
 demned, is too great raſhneſs and arrogance for Mortal man. 
<< But ſet us hold to this conſtantly, that the autority of God is 
« ufurped, when char which he' hath permitted is condemned. | 
And ſhow where God hath not permitted any one of: our: Rites; l 
or Ceremonies. And if ye cannor (as we are ſure you cannot; ) | 
How ao ye not take Gods Office out of his hands in condemning 
that he hath not, being all Private men, and'of no autor.cty over 
us? To this, let us add Mr. Perkins ſpeaking thus, Things arent p,. | 
. called Tndifferent, becauſe we may wſe them indifferentlyy or not uſt gta 3 | 
them When we will, and how we will: but bicanſe in themſelves, or in 
their own natare they are neither good nor evil ; and we may ag'in not 
uſe them well,or il: Farthermoregthere are two things which Reftrain 
the uſe of things Indifferent,” The Law of Charity, and the Laws of 
Men, &c. And the fame Author in another place ſaith, e1&;ons a 
Tndifferent in the caſe of Offence,or E dification,ceaſe to be Tndifferent, higey con F 
and come under ſome Commandment of the Moral Law, In which, .,.. 1b. r. | 
St. Paul ſaith, If eating Fleſh will Offend.&c.Thus he. Now eating cap. 5. 
Fleſh doth offend at ſome times, and that not equals, of whom St. 
Paxl ſpeaks, but Superiours; And a man would think, that a Sin- 
cere Conſcience onght to have greater regard to theſe, than to | 
other mage And yet we find true what Calvin laught at in his > ,,; 1... || 
daies thus, © You may ſee ſome, who —_— their Liberty cannot gitur. 3b. 3+ | 
©ho1d,unleſs by eating Fleſh on Frideys,they ſtand poſſeſſed of it. Cap. 9. | 
Laſtly, becauſe they ſee their own acts to teſtifie ſo expreſly 
againſt Toleration, in raifing and ating one of the molt ſad and 
unjult Tragedies that ever Eng/and felt, and groaned under , 
and this principally to introduce a ſtrange Worſhip, contrary to 
the Laws, and Conſciences of ſo many Thouſands , and their Su- 
periours, it not being poſſible to ſhake this off them,ſome of chem 
ſhifc chus, away : Ther if they did evil, we onghe not t@ do fo too, 
For chough the matter be ſo groſs, that for arguments ſake they 
do ſeem outwardly to relent, and recede from their injuſtice, and. 
rigour, to the end, they may with more confidence demand favour 
at our hands, to whom they could do no juftice; yet in truththey 
repent of nothing ſo much, as that they did nor uſe greater ex- 
tremities tovards us, ' appears by their reſerving to rhemſelves, 
all true ſigns and effeRs of true Repentance : For to one another 
or to the Peopte, whom they have groſly mifled ſo far, thariit'is 
| L 2 frequent 


© 


' » Corbet's In- 
' tereſt, 


| God:tues and 


| Page 2, 
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frequent with them to ſay, that they could, conform, but that they 
have taught the People otherwiſe, (an imprudent, as well as an 
ungodly evaſion) they never make any ſuch acknowledgement : 
But whereas they, upon the nature of true Repenrance, are obli- 
ed to do their plain and utmoſt indeavours to undeceive,and re- 


ſtore them to the cruth ;- they on the contrary, uſe all ſubtile and 


ſecret artifices to nouriſh ſuch wicked Errours as they have bred 
in them, while they themſelvs in cloſe diſcourſe being expoſtu- 
lated with, for the occaſion, will fay as Mr. Corber doth, There 


might be ſome exceſs heretofore, by the Presbyrerian committed. 
Bue tothe Point; It no ways followeth, that if the Presby:e ians 


offended (and that notoriouſly) in Perſecuting deadly the 
Church, therefore a retaliation of the ſame meaſure ſhould be 
called (as they would have it) revenge, or be unjuſt, For,waving 
at preſent the differences of the Cauſes (which how ever equal 
andindifferent judges would certainly give againſt them) they no 
d::ubr witl to the Jaſt keep up diſputable)the manner of proceed- 
ing and aRing-make a foul difference. :; For there was wanting 
all Legal Authority both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, on chat ſide; 
and yet dreaded they not to impoſe their pleaſures and Innovati- 
ons borh,on their bre.hren ; who were no more ſubject ro chem, 
than were they to theſe; bur alſo uſurped over their Governours 
r00, and brought them either to obey their Wills, or ſuffer their 
Vengeance : - Which wasan higher piece of iniquitie chan that of 
the Pope himſelf, For as we of this Church were free from his 
power ; ſo have we nothing to do to give law to him ; Bur theſe 
men were in all Lawful and Canonical ſubjection under thoſe 
they would-give Lawunto, as 'vellin Reference co Conſcience, 
as Civil propertie, | Yet amIT not without a Witneſs of their own 
again(t chem, even in this Particular, For thus reaſonably writes 


| Myſteries of one of them. *©* Wedeclare ir, thar it is true indeed we cannot 


* come up in all things tocheir juigment who are over us, as we 


ro CGabbala. © gngw they could not come up to vurs, when we were advanced® 


© gyer them. As we could notallowthem any publick imploy- 
& ment, or encouragement, when they could no; :omply with us, 
* 2nd our Laws,and Conſtitutions. 50 we cannot expe any pub- 
© lick imployment, or incouragement from them,now we Diſſent 
& from them,and cannot cloſe with their Laws and Conſtitutions, 


common 


&c. This hath much of Ingenuity, if we compare it with the more 


oY 
- 


— | nn Nog 
\ 


(77) 

common temper ofthem, which leads them only to take away-Li- 
bercy from others, but to grantnone. Bur neither muſt we ſuffer 
this conceſſion to paſs without:Cenſure, For according to their 
common and current Craft with the Ignorant, fain they would 
ſhuffle and confound all Power fo and Lawful Authority, as that 
theirs it ſhould fairly and fully be, who can lay hold of it by In- 
juſtice, and retain it by Violence : And therefore-becauſe once 
indeed by ſpoil and rapine, they, poſſeſſed themſelves of Power 
in Church and State ; do they compare themſelves with ſuch,up- 
on whom it deſcends fairly and orderly,by the received courſe of 
known Juſtice and Religion; But grant them this, we grant them 
almoſt all : But they muſt; know, there 'is an infinite diſparity, 
which they 'can never remove, though they have pur fair for it, 
ſome of them in ee. Firſt; all Civil-Power, and next, with 
litcle more infatuation and: boldneſs, all Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment into.the power of. the People; and the power of the:Peo- 
ple, into: che power of the Sword.' | $o that Perſon, or thoſe 
ſhould be unqueſtionably veſted in Civil Dominion, and that 
Society rightly conſtituted in Ecclefialtical Rule, who have inva- 
ded the ſame, and are able to hold it : A Tenet of which I ſhall 
ſpeak no more at preſent than | have already, only that God, 
would give us if not Grace, human Prudence, and reaſon'ſo far 
ro judg of, as may draw us to lament and prevent by humble [Suits 
the unavoidable Diſaſters and Confuſions it muſt again cover the 
face of that .Earch wich where itabides, And that God would 
reſtore ſo much of loſt man in us;before we pretend to be ( hriſti- 
ans (and that of the beſt ſort) asto ſtand.to our own Judgments 
and not to alter and vary according to our advantage, and neceſli- 
ties of our eſpouled Intereſts , producing quarrels and babbles to 
Eternity it ſelf, if we could live ſo long, as they certainly would, 
who will neither yield ro Reaſon, nor ſuffer their own Rules and 
Opinions to rake place in them, ſo as to reduce them to order, 

' Bur the ſolemn and iadifloſuble band of their, Eeague and Cove- 


punt calt upon themſelves and others in authority, muſt by no means 


be violated;and beſices,ſome Potteriorities are pretended & urged: to 
the great advantage of the Diſcipline,and theſe ariſing from promiſes 
made of having regard to tender Conſciences upon the entrance of 
his Majeſty 1oto his Throne, and ſome Diſciplinarians great merits, 

Tothe fuſt part of theſe, it may be reaſonably demanded, W _ 


The Cove- 
nants Plea a- 
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that ſtrange ſacredne(s is, what unheard-of Excellency it hath, and 


new divincneſs that neither any Oaths or Obligations, wherewith men 
were bound befofe, nor any which they have fince regularly taken, 
ſhould be of any force or vertue at all againſt the Covenant ? But 
what ever weat befote, is made yoid by the Covenant,; what ever 
follows is made abortive by the Covenant, How cemes this about ? 


. Was the authority of the Inventers, or the juſt power of the propoun- 


ders, or the divineneſs and ſacredneſs of the matter ſuch that this, 
and none but this, muſt. be of any validity or worth with us?Nothing |, 
ls ſure: For,all theſe ate unanſw. Arg. againſt it;for neither circum- 
ſtance, nor ſubſtance was either lepaſ,or juft,or holy ; as may appear 
from the infinite falfifications, dite& falfities both as to Hiſtory a 
Reaſon, . with which that Treatiſe 'is fraught ro juſtifieit, and c6n- 
firm men of little conſcience and judgment,in that bond of Iniquity. 
But let their great Caſuift A/rxander Hi derſon be here admitted 
toſpeak, and how eaſie will it be toreſolve this doubt > That King 
of Bleſſed Memory to whom he wrote, to his own confuſion ; 6b- 
jeRing agaivſt his New Oath the Covenant, his old Oaths taken di- 
realy to the contrary at his Coronation, was then anſwered that the 
Parliament and people to whom they were made, might free him 
from ſuch engagements, (not that the King ever made ſuch Oats 
otherwiſe to Parliaments in his ſenſe , but as they are the 
Peoples Repreſentatives, ) Which though as the King ſolidly re- 
plies,is a falſe Su ppoſition, yet hereby are evident the principles of 
ſuch DoRors, that Parliaments may lawfully quit the Prince of 
Oaths taken in reference to the People, Therefore, according to 
them, the perfe& Parliament having not only declared againſt ſnch 
Obligations, . but by trong reaſons manifeſted the nullity of them ; 
what pretence can they have who are, and always were, but private 
men in ſuch caſes to urge their Soverarp» rvith ſuch burdens & bonds? 
But further, The pretended promiſe was made to tender Confci- 
ences, and how doth it appear that the Presbyterians are compre- 
hended under that expreflion > We abſolutely deny the ſame. And 
What force can their bare Aﬀertions and Teſtimonies viven of them- 
ſelves be to prove it, when we have ſuch tore of Inflances of mat- 
ter of Fa# which no men of good Confcience, much leſs tender in 
the received ſenſe,can willingly commit, and much leſs perſeyere to. 
Jjuſtifie ? But if it muſt be ſo, that ſuch a ſenſe of tenderneſs of 
Conſcience mult needs be true becauſe. *tis common and current, 
Ho will they not in opening that door for themſelves let in ſuch a 


Rabble 
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Rabble as ny ſhall have but little joy in their poſſeffions > Will: 
eggarly proofs, and ſay, They are a ſober, a godly, a 
moderate party;and {> conclude juſt as much as they did before? 
To ſhut up all, ſome there are who diftioguiſh of Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks, For, they are (ſay they) either peaceable, or unquiet 
and ſeditious ; The ſediticus and unquiet Heretick or Sckiſmatick 
(zccording to theſe) may not be ſuffered, but the mode, and ſober, , ; 
and peaceable ouzht to be born with ; and this is AJevrzerm his de- 7 0 png 
cifion ; and the Pl-a of both Papiſt and Puritan with us at preſent, #aue Coufef: 
For now forſooth, No ſuch good Subjetts as Catholicks, And the 4rt. 10. 
Anabaptiſt himſelf writes at large, Saints ns Smiters, And nowgo : 
round abcur, enter into the midt of all that bave been bitter Enemies 79925 5 Saints 
tothe King, and ycu muſt have a rare luck as he that draws a Prize ** cork 
ata Lottery, if you can -pick out a diſloyal ſubje& ; in diſcourſe, 
All Factions contend which ſhould pretend moft Loyalty. 
' But in anſwer to this diſtinRtion,we ſhall craveleave in like manner 


. to diſtinguiſh of Rooks: for,ſome Rooks ſet upon trees, and they 


pick not up the new-ſown Corn, and therefore may be born with- 

and not moleſted ; and ſome Rooks ſet upon Lands, and they are 

not to be ſuffered, for they do hurt to Corn, Juſt ſuch-an one, and 

ſo to be favoured 1s the Heretick and Schiſmnick,, I confels, the di= - 
{tintion had bzen tolerable, had it been made of the Abfiratts, 
Schiſms and Hereſies, For true it may be, that ſome of bath Carts 
containnothing in them turbulent or ſeditious, But to take this .in 

the Concrete, Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, is no leſs ridiculous than 

we have madz ; and no leſs falſly ſuppoſed of, them who at preſent 

put it into their Pleas than of any other. Are not they, think we, of 

a very gentle,quiet,and peaceable Nature and Diſpoſition who being" 

in pwer (not Elſe you — ſare) in purſuance of their Schiſm, 
turned out of their Livings but $5 MiniGers of the g7 Pariſhes within 

the Walls of London, whereof 16, died with ſorrow,and 14 out of the 

16. Pariſhes,without the Walls, and out of the node 9;and 

ſo proportionably where they were Maſters; eſpecially while they re- ,.. 
tals the very { wee principles whereby they ſo ated: P/eny tells wth at 9th 
the Lion as fierce a beaſt as it is, may be made very gentle and tame by cap. z3. 
ſevere and ſeaſonable treatments, ſo that one may ſuffer it to lick his | 
very fleſh;but his tongue being very roughzif in fayning and lickinz 
he chances to dray the leatt blood from a man,together with its (liver, 
he is ſo raviſht with the ſavorinefs of it,that he pat into rage 8&fury. 


So in truth, no queſticnbut the fierceſt Se;/matick, or Heretick may be 
_— | | brought 
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brought to a very gentle and: familiar condition 3, bit ſuffer hinyto have | 
ſuchi necr acceſyto Majeſty,as to but taſte the infinite ſweets of Power, 
and Kule; through a ſecure confidencetn his general Innocency , fo 
tranſported is he beyond his own ordinaryzyet unnatural and forcedtem- 
per, that hjs Ingenuity willſoon end in injufſtice,and his fairne(s in fury: 
And then ſhall you beg Toleration of him, and be ſure'to go without it 
and that deſervedly. $2008” | 

Some there are of ' no mean-place and policie,who adviſe ſeriouſly, to 
avoid the Infamy of Perſecuting Hove Souls for Religion, and let them 
be Executioners of their own Miſchiefand Ruine: For (ſay they) Let 
them (for inſtance the Qzakers)alone,and in time they will certainly de- 
Rroy one another. Which I thay eaſily grant to be true,and yet the Coun- 
ſel very weak, and unresſonable. Fortis true,that many Religions ſhall T 
call them,or uperſtitions rather,now pleading for Toleration, would in 
their progreſs fall foul with themſelves, and they devoted to them con- 
found one another. And it is moſt probable, if Wild- Beafts were ſet at li- 
berty from their Pens into ſome open place they would tear and awe 
one another to Piece-, but not till they had pur to flight,or devoure 
their Keepers. It is very likely,that Phanaticks,and Schiſmaticks of the ſame 
Denomination, would in time Fight out the truth of Religion amongſt * 
them ;-:but their Common Enemy /as they call vs) maſt firſtlye gaſping, 
at their Feet. And will it not be a notable Solace to a wife man to fore- 
ſee, that by caſting away his own li'e for nothing, preparation will be 
made to deftroy his Adverſary ? ſuch is the ſafety in many Religions. 

T he Decencie (to all ſober Chriſtians) is anſwerable to the ſafety. For, 


as Luciap tells how Ptolemie Son of Lagus King of Egypr Yo ented-to his 


bas $7 a Black i amel for a Show , a thing, where thoſe Beaſts abound 
moſt, never ſeen ; and a Man one half of whom was perfe& Black, and 
the other half of his Body very Fair. \t the Camel they all tood amazed: 
but at theMan,moſt of the beholders burſt out into a loud laughterzothers 
in ſcorn and deteſtation turned away-from ſuch a ridiculous Monfter,and 
reproach to mankind : and yet this perſon differed not from other men, 
as to parts,or ſubſtance,but Ceremonie only,and Accidenta. ©o what ever 
may be Tolerired,and perhapsAdmired in matters not of :ivine concern. 
ment and nature in Religion toexhibit a Church to Chriſtian ſpeators 
ſo moſt ſtrangly divided and diſſonant to it ſelf,though but in things,not 
Eſſentia' or Subſtantial-to Faith,but circumſtances,is to.reader it ridicu- 
lous to one halfof the World,the merry ſortz and to the other ſort,the 
- ſober and judicious,odious,and fo Scandalous,that few of theſe will ever 
yield to become Proſe!ytes to.it,or tarry with it long. And we may be ſure, 
that they whoſe Volicy,rather than Piety,or Prudence incline them tv 
favour ſuch Monſtroſities,have nothing ſq much in their deſign,asto hav3 
us laughed outof the preſent Religion,and to make way for No Religion, _ 
or-for another Religion. Fer to encounter either of which nothing'can ,/"F 
be more profitable than by a generous Conftaney, to follow and perſe- 
vere in our own Religion: For then will the flieunderminer of it;/ find - 
hirzſelfin the end bafled, the impudent oppoſer aſhamed, and the- witty - 
ſcoffer,ridiculous to; himſe f,having nothing elſeto bear him out butbold- ; 
- nels, and multitude of Offenders. = - IRR be” | 
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